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FOR A NEW HOUSE single or two storey OR RENOVATIONS

General Housing Code 
(Complying Development Certificate)

3. Prepare a complying development certificate 
(CDC) application with help from your project  
home company, architect or building designer

4. Apply for a CDC to Council 
or a accredited certifier

5. Complying Development Certificate issued  
within 10 days

6. Council or accredited certifier notifies 
neighbours (within 40m) that a complying  
development certificate has been issued  

within 2 days.

7. Start building  
12 days after lodgement

Development Application (DA)

Obtain from Council the 
requirements for a DA

Follow the DA process

Prepare detailed  
plans and supporting  
information for a DA

Lodge DA with your Council 
and notify neighbours as required

DA assessed  
NSW mean determination  

time - 75 days

Apply for a 
Construction Certificate 

(average 25 days)

Start building approx 100 days 
after lodging DA

Determine whether your lot allows  
complying development: 

review the general and land-based  
requirements in the SEPP; and/or 

obtain a Planning Certificate (Complying  
Development Requirements) from you local council.

2. Talk to project home companies,  
architects or building designers to see if your  

new house or renovations will fit within the  
General Housing Code standards

IF YES

IF YES

IF NO

IF NO
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GPO Box 39 
Sydney, NSW Australia 
planningreform@planning.nsw.gov.au

For a copy of State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008

www.planning.nsw.gov.au/housingcode.asp 
www.legislation.nsw.gov.au

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT

Information Centre


