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Implementation of existing natural resource policies, plans and guidelines

Substantial work has been done 
by agencies, councils and the 
community in the Lower Hunter 
to develop natural resource 
management policies, plans and 
guidelines. Councils should ensure 
that their local growth management 
strategies, local environmental plans 
and development control plans 
maximise the achievement of the 
principles and recommendations 
in these policies and plans, in 
particular:

• NSW Coastal Policy and State 
Environmental Planning Policy 
No. 71 — Coastal Protection

• NSW Government’s Water 
Quality and River Flow 
Objectives (1999)

• The Hunter–Central Rivers 
Catchment Action Plan

• Local stormwater management 
plans

• Management of flood liable land 
in accordance with section 733 
of the Local Government Act 
1993

• Floodplain risk management 
plans prepared in accordance 
with the NSW Government’s 
Flood Plain Development  
Manual (2005) 

• Coastal zone management plans 
under the Coastal Protection  
Act 1979

• Existing coastal and estuary 
management plans

• Soil landscape mapping 
(Department of Natural 
Resources)

• Planning for Bushfire Protection 
(NSW Rural Fire Service and 
Planning NSW 2001)

• Planning Guidelines for Acid 
Sulfate Soils (NSW Government 
1998)

break between the Central Coast 
and Lower Hunter communities. 
The Regional Strategy recognises 
the importance of these areas and 
aims to conserve these values.

The Lower Hunter has many other 
natural environmental values and 
resources that will also require 
careful consideration when 
planning land use. The Region still 
has extensive mineral resources 
including coal, clay, gravel, 
rock and sand. Its rivers, lakes 
and foreshores provide habitat 
for fish as well as recreational 
opportunities that characterise 
the Region, including dolphin- 
and whale-watching, fishing and 
boating. Maintaining access and 

sustainable use of the resources is 
critical to achieving the Strategy’s 
objectives. 

PROTECTION OF GREEN 
CORRIDORS
The NSW Government is in the 
process of securing a consistent 
ownership and management 
regime for the significant green 
corridors of the Region. The 
companion planning document to 
this Regional Strategy, the Regional 
Conservation Plan, has identified 
a reserve expansion proposal 
that will allow the creation of new 
reserves under the National Parks 
and Wildlife Act 1974 so that these 
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green corridors are managed for 
their biodiversity and conservation 
values. Additions to the reserves 
will be achieved through the 
transfer of government lands for 
management under the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, as 
well as through the dedication by 
major landholders of significant 
additional lands.

Additional protection of the 
biodiversity and conservation 
values of the green corridors will 
be achieved through appropriate 
planning controls on private lands, 
as well as the exclusion of one-off 
development proposals in  
these areas. 
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