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Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge that we meet on
Wiradjuri land.
We acknowledge the traditional
custodians of the land and we show
our respect for elders past, present
and emerging.

Nikita Ridgeway

Protocols for the Forum
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate however there are some general rules
to ensure respect and equity.

1. Everyone’s input is equally valued - Once you have had your say, please allow others the
opportunity to provide input before you speak for a second or third time.
2. Respecting speakers - Participants will be “muted” during the presentation but will be able to
provide questions and comments during group discussion.
3. Ask for clarification when needed
4. Respect each other - Obscene or offensive language or any form of disrespect will not be
tolerated.

Welcome and Introductions
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Felicity Greenway – Executive Director, State Policies and Strategic Advice
Matt Riley – Director, Energy and Resource Policy

Kaitlyn Lieschke – Senior Policy Officer

PlanCom
Margaret Harvie - Director

Purpose of Session
1. Describe the PRIA process
2. Provide information about coal exploration and
mining
3. Gather feedback about opportunities and
constraints

Future of Coal Statement
• Released by NSW Government in
June 2020.
• Outlines the Government’s approach to
transitioning to renewable energy and
supporting the economy. Aims to improve
certainty about where mining should not occur.
• Identified 14 potential future coal exploration
release areas under the Strategic Release
Framework - including the
Hawkins and Rumker areas.

Hawkins and Rumker Areas
• Hawkins is an area of approximately
149 km2 located approximately 26 km
east of Mudgee and directly north of
Rylstone.

• Rumker is an area of approximately
178 km2 located approximately 37 km
south-east of Mudgee and 6 km north
of Rylstone.

Strategic Release Framework
• Established by legislation in October 2015.
• Aims to deliver greater transparency and control over the
release of exploration areas.
• Ensures that areas are only released after
environmental, social, and economic factors have been
considered and the community has identified its values
and issues.
• Two documents that inform the decision on whether to
release an area for exploration:
• Resource Assessment prepared by the Geological
Survey of NSW.
• Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment.

Strategic Release Framework
1. The Advisory Body for Strategic Release (Advisory Body) considers potential release
areas based on initial Resource Assessments.

We are here

2. The Advisory Body requests a Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment be prepared
relevant to the potential release area. Community engagement is conducted to inform this
process. Public release of information will occur at this time.

3. The Advisory Body makes recommendations to the Minister for Regional NSW on a
potential release area based on assessments conducted in Steps 1-2. These
recommendations are made public once considered by the NSW Government.

Strategic Release Framework
4. The recommendations of the Advisory Body are considered by Cabinet and, if
approved, the Minister releases an area for exploration and invites companies to apply
for a prospecting title.

5. Only applicants that meet pre-qualification minimum standards will be permitted to
participate in an auction process. If the reserve price for the release area is reached, a
successful applicant is recommended by the Advisory Body to the Minister.

6. The Minister seeks Cabinet endorsement of the successful application.

7. The successful applicant is granted the exploration license. This information is made
public.

Overview of the PRIA Process
• Initial high-level identification of environmental, social and economic issues.
• Informed by:
• current available information and data; and
• engagement with the community and local, State and Commonwealth government
agencies.
• PRIA Report – summarises key issues, opportunities and constraints associated with releasing
an area for exploration.
• Report informs the NSW Government’s decision-making.
• Does not in any way guarantee future exploration licences will be granted.
• A merit assessment of any future proposed exploration or production activities would occur
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.

Outcomes of Resource Assessments
• Initial Resource Assessments completed by Geological Survey for NSW.
• Two significant underground coal resources identified by survey - estimated at 286 Mt and 624
Mt run-of-mine (ROM) coal.

• Coal analysis indicates quality similar to adjacent operations in Western Coalfield (e.g. Ulan,
Wilpinjong, Moolarben).
• Both resources of sufficient size and quality to support economic extraction.

Exploration Process
• Locating areas where coal resources may be present, establishing the quality and quantity of
those resources, and investigating the viability of extracting the resources.
• Initial exploration generally involves activities with limited disturbance:
• Airborne surveys.

• Ground based surveys (e.g. seismic, geophysical surveys).
• Drilling is also a typical exploration technique.
• Exploration activities require further detailed environmental assessment and community
consultation.
• Exploration Licence - includes strict environmental management conditions to protect native
vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values.
• Coal exploration does not always lead to mining.

Exploration Drilling
• Any drilling activities must occur in accordance
with NSW Government guidelines including:
• Site Selection
• Risk Assessment
• Rehabilitation
• Financial Guarantee
• There are also requirements for Land Access
Agreements with Landowners, and exploration
activities cannot occur within 200 metres of a
residence and other improvements.

Mining Process and Infrastructure
• As this PRIA occurs at an early stage in the evaluation of the potential coal resource, knowledge
of the likelihood and nature of any future coal mining is limited.

• Any future mining of the potential release areas likely to be by underground methods (bord and
pillar and/or longwall).
• The development of an underground mine is likely to involve a mine infrastructure area, access

points to the underground mine and underground roadways.
• Transportation infrastructure would also be required and may include the construction and
operation of a rail loop connecting to the Wallerwang-Gwabegar Railway Line or use of an

overland conveyor or haulage trucks to transport coal to a nearby mining operation.

Preliminary Issues Identification
• Land Use Compatibility – interactions with existing land uses including subsidence on agricultural
and residential uses.
• Water Resources – Growee River, Cudgegong River, wetlands and lake systems (expert advice).
• Biodiversity – predominant land use is nature conservation – proximity to Blue Mountains World
Heritage Area.

• Aboriginal Cultural Heritage – high potential for cultural heritage, including shelter and art sites.
• Transport and access – opportunities and constraints associated with the nearby railway.
• Amenity – including potential for noise, air quality and visual impacts.

• Social and economic considerations – employment and indirect benefits to business and the
region.

Your Feedback
• Tell us about any potential social,
environmental or economic risks or
constraints associated with this activity.

• Tell us about any potential social,
environmental or economic benefits or
opportunities of this activity.
• Is there anything else about this area and
its people that you think may be important
to tell us?

Next Steps
You can provide further feedback by:

• Visiting www.planning.nsw.gov.au/pria-consult
• Calling us on (02) 9995 6674
• Posting written feedback to:
Director Energy and Resources Policy
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 5022
Parramatta NSW 2124

