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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Artefact has been engaged by Urbis to conduct a non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment for
the Marsden Park North Precinct (the study area). A Built Heritage Assessment for the study area
has been prepared by Urbis (2014, updated 2018) and contains information regarding listed
heritage items within the study area.
This study found that there are two listed archaeological items within the study area, the former St
Philips Church and Cemetery (Blacktown LEP 2015) and the Riverstone General Cemetery
(Blacktown LEP 2015). A number of other unlisted archaeological items were identified through
archival research, a review of previous reports and a site inspection.
If appropriate mitigation measures are adhered to there are no known non-Aboriginal
archaeological constraints on the rezoning of the Marsden Park North Precinct.
The following mitigation measures are recommended:

•

The archaeological remains of St Phillips Church and Cemetery have been identified as having
high archaeological potential and potential State significance. Archaeological remains
associated with the item are highly culturally significant to the local Aboriginal community and
have strong associations with the State significant Clydesdale property. It is recommended that
the curtilage of the item (as identified in the Blacktown LEP 2015) is conserved and that an
exclusion zone is retained during development works.

•

The archaeological remains of the heritage listed Riverstone General Cemetery have been
identified as having high archaeological potential and local significance. It is recommended that
the curtilage of the item (as identified in the Blacktown LEP 2015) is conserved and that an
exclusion zone is retained during development works.

•

A detailed Archaeological Assessment and Research Design should be prepared prior to
impacts to the 19th-early 20th century farm, near Echo Vale. If the Archaeological Assessment
and Research Design finds that relics are likely to be impacted a section 140 Excavation
Permit would be required which may conditions archaeological investigation.

•

Locations of all archaeological items identified, including those not to be impacted, should be
included in the CHMP.

•

Remains of culverts, bridges and the concrete weir over Eastern Creek should be archivally
recorded prior to impacts occurring, adhering to the NSW Heritage Division guidelines for items
of local significance.

•

The remains of ruin at Lytton Lane would not be impacted under the ILP. An exclusion zone
should be maintained during construction. If impacts were proposed a detailed Archaeological
Assessment and Research Design would be prepared. If the Archaeological Assessment and
Research Design finds that relics are likely to be impacted a section 140 Excavation Permit
would be required which may conditions archaeological investigation.

•

If unexpected archaeological finds are discovered during the proposed works, the Unexpected
Finds Procedure would be adhered to. Under this procedure, works should cease in the
immediate area and a qualified historical archaeologist contacted to assess whether the finds
are relics and to advise on appropriate management and mitigation measures. The NSW
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Heritage Division would be notified of the discovery of a relic in accordance with Section 146 of
the NSW Heritage Act 1977.

•

Non-Aboriginal archaeology should be included in the Heritage Interpretation Strategy for the
precinct.

•

Section 139 exceptions or Section 140 Excavation permits would be required to impact relics
(archaeological remains of local or state significance) unless the development is approved as
an SSD in which case permits under the NSW Heritage Act would not be required.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

1.1

Background

Artefact has been engaged by Urbis to conduct a non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment for the
Marsden Park North Precinct (the study area).
This non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment will identify and assess the nature, extent and
significance of historical archaeological sites within the study area. It also provides recommendations on
archaeological constraints and opportunities that should be considered during the planning process.
A Built Heritage Assessment for the Marsden Park North Precinct has been prepared by Urbis.

1.2

The proposal

The NSW State Government identified the North West Growth Centre in 2005 as one of two major urban
release areas, located near the fringe of metropolitan Sydney, with the aim of providing new housing
supply over the subsequent 25 years.
The North West Growth Centre is approximately 10,000 hectares and incorporates part of Blacktown,
The Hills and Hawkesbury local government areas (LGAs). Marsden Park North is one of 16 ‘precincts’
within the North West Growth Centre which have been progressively released by the Department of
Planning and Infrastructure (DPI) for detailed investigation, master planning, rezoning and ultimately
urban development.
As part of the precinct planning process the proponents: MPNRG have entered into an agreement with
the DPI under the Precinct Acceleration Protocol (PAP) to move forward with planning for the Marsden
Park North Precinct ahead of the intended schedule. Under the PAP specialist technical assessments
are being conducted to inform the master planning process and will result in the formulation of an
Indicative Layout Plan (ILP), which will inform on the future urban zoning of the precinct. This report
constitutes the non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment.

1.3

The study area

The study area comprises the Marsden Park North Precinct which is located within Blacktown City
Council’s boundaries (Parish: Gidley; County: Cumberland) and covers an area of approximately 1, 227
hectares. The study area is bound by South Creek, Eastern Creek and Bells Creek to the north and east,
Vine Street to the south and Richmond Road to the west (Figure 1). Large areas of the precinct are
periodically affected by flooding from South Creek and Eastern Creek.
The study area has been subject to continuous land use from the early 19th century onwards. The study
area currently contains large rural properties to the north-west, and large residential subdivisions to the
south east.
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1.4

Limitations of the study

This document deals with non-Aboriginal archaeology only, a built heritage assessment has been
prepared by Urbis. On the date of the site inspection, 10 September 2014, some portions of the study
area could be accessed.
The historical analysis associated with this report has been compiled from cartographic material,
photographs, illustrations and information provided by the Blacktown Historical Society and Riverstone
District Historical Society. Written histories and the results of heritage investigations were also used.
Other records, held for example by the State Records Office, have the potential to provide information
about the historical context of the subject land. Such detail would not alter the recommendations of this
report, although its limitations are acknowledged.

1.5

Report authorship

Archaeologist Adele Zubrzycka and Heritage Consultant Allie Barnier prepared this report with input from
Senior Archaeologist Jenny Winnett and management input from Dr Sandra Wallace.
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Figure 1. The study area.
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2.0

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS

There are several items of State legislation that are relevant to the current study. A summary of these
Acts and the implications for the proposed development follow.
The NSW Heritage Act 1977
The NSW Heritage Act 1977 (the Heritage Act) is the primary piece of State legislation affording
protection to items of environmental heritage (natural and cultural) in NSW. Under the Heritage Act,
‘items of environmental heritage’ include places, buildings, works, relics, moveable objects and precincts
identified as significant based on historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, architectural,
natural or aesthetic values. State significant items are listed on the NSW State Heritage Register (SHR)
and are given automatic protection under the Heritage Act against any activities that may damage an
item or affect its heritage significance.
The Heritage Act also protects 'relics', which can include archaeological material, features and deposits.
Section 4(1) of the Heritage Act (as amended 2009) defines ‘relic’ as follows:
A “relic” means any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that:
(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal
settlement, and
(b) is of State or local heritage significance.”
Section 139(1) of the Heritage Act states that:
“A person must not disturb or excavate any land knowingly or having reasonable cause to
suspect that the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a relic being discovered,
exposed, damaged or destroyed unless the disturbance or excavation is carried out in
accordance with an excavation permit.”
Permits to disturb or excavate ‘relics’ are issued by the NSW Heritage Council or a Delegate of the NSW
Heritage Council under Section 140 (for relics not protected by an SHR listing) or Section 60 (for relics
protected by an SHR listing) of the Heritage Act. Exceptions or exemptions to these permits may be
applicable under certain conditions.
The Heritage Act also requires government agencies to identify and manage heritage assets in their
ownership and control. Under Section 170 of the Heritage Act, government agencies must establish and
keep a register which includes all items of environmental heritage listed on the SHR, an environmental
planning instrument, or which may be subject to an interim heritage order that are owned, occupied or
managed by that government body. Under Section 170A of the Heritage Act all government agencies
must also ensure that items entered on its register are maintained with due diligence in accordance with
State Owned Heritage Management Principles approved by the NSW Minister for Planning &
Infrastructure on advice of the NSW Heritage Council.
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the EP&A Act) establishes the framework for
cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in planning and development consent process. The
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EP&A Act requires that environmental impacts are considered before land development; this includes
impacts on cultural heritage items and places as well as archaeological sites and deposits. The EP&A
Act also requires that local governments prepare planning instruments, such as Local Environmental
Plans (LEPs) and Development Control Plans (DCPs) in accordance with the EP&A Act, to provide
guidance on the level of environmental assessment required. The current study area falls within the
Blacktown LGA and is subject to the Blacktown LEP 2015, and the Blacktown Development Control Plan
2015.
Blacktown LEP 2015
The Draft Blacktown LEP 2015 notes the following requirements for archaeology under Clause 5.10
‘Heritage Conservation’;
Development consent is required (other than land listed on the State Heritage Register or to which an
interim heritage order under the Heritage Act 1977 applies) if the proposal will require:
(c) disturbing or excavating an archaeological site while knowing, or having reasonable cause to
suspect, that the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a relic being discovered,
exposed, moved, damaged or destroyed
(d) disturbing or excavating an Aboriginal place of heritage significance
However, development consent under this clause is not required if:
(a) the applicant has notified the consent authority of the proposed development and the consent
authority has advised the applicant in writing before any work is carried out that it is satisfied that
the proposed development: (i) is of a minor nature or is for the maintenance of the heritage item,
Aboriginal object, Aboriginal place of heritage significance or archaeological site or a building,
work, relic, tree or place within the heritage conservation area, and (ii) would not adversely affect
the heritage significance of the heritage item, Aboriginal object, Aboriginal place, archaeological
site or heritage conservation area, or
(b) the development is in a cemetery or burial ground and the proposed development: (i) is the
creation of a new grave or monument, or excavation or disturbance of land for the purpose of
conserving or repairing monuments or grave markers, and (ii) would not cause disturbance to
human remains, relics, Aboriginal objects in the form of grave goods, or to an Aboriginal place of
heritage significance, or
(c) the development is limited to the removal of a tree or other vegetation that the Council is
satisfied is a risk to human life or property, or (d) the development is exempt development.
In regard to ‘Archaeological Sites’, the consent authority must, before granting consent under this clause
to the carrying out of development on an archaeological site (other than land listed on the State Heritage
Register or to which an interim heritage order under the Heritage Act 1977 applies):
(a) notify the Heritage Council of its intention to grant consent, and
(b) take into consideration any response received from the Heritage Council within 28 days after
the notice is sent.
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Blacktown Development Control Plan 2015
The Blacktown Development Control Plan 2006 (DCP 2015) notes in Section 4.4.3 Archaeological sites
and areas of significance
that sites which are found to have archaeological significance will have a condition of development
consent requiring consultation with OEH (Heritage Division).
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3.0

HERITAGE LISTINGS

3.1

Archaeological heritage listings

Statutory registers provide legal protection for heritage items. In NSW, Heritage Act, and the EP&A Act
give legal protection. The State Heritage Register, the S170 registers, and heritage schedules of Local
Environment Plans are statutory listings. Places on the National Heritage List are protected under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. Only archaeological listings have been
included in this section.
Register of the National Estate
The Register of the National Estate is a list of natural, Aboriginal and historic heritage places throughout
Australia. It was originally established under the Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975. Under that
Act, the Australian Heritage Commission entered more than 13,000 places in the register. Following
amendments to the Australian Heritage Council Act 2003, the Register of the National Estate (RNE) was
frozen on 19 February 2007, which means that no new places can be added, or removed. The Register
will continue as a statutory register until February 2012.
On 1 January 2004, a new national heritage system was established under the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). This led to the introduction of the National Heritage
List, which was designed to recognise and protect places of outstanding heritage value to the nation.
There are no archaeological items within the study area listed on the Register of the National Estate.
National Heritage List
The National Heritage List has been established to list places of outstanding heritage significance to
Australia. It includes natural, historic and Aboriginal places that are of outstanding national heritage value
to the Australian nation.
There are no archaeological items within the study area listed on the National Heritage List:
The State Heritage Register
The State Heritage Register is a list of places and objects of particular importance to the people of NSW
and is administered by the Heritage Division of the Department of Planning and Environment. The
register lists a diverse range of over 1,500 items, in both private and public ownership. To be listed, an
item must be deemed to be of heritage significance for the whole of NSW.
There are no archaeological items within the study area listed on the State Heritage Register.
There is one item-located 25 metres west of the study area-listed on the State Heritage Register which
has archaeological significance:
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•

Item Number 00674 – Clydesdale – House, Barn, Cottage and Landscape (including St Phillips
Cemetery), 1270 Richmond Road, Marsden Park (Figure 2)

Figure 2. SHR curtilage for Clydesdale (red overlay). Study area outlined in blue. Source.
Department of Environment and Heritage. 1

Section 170 Registers
The Heritage Act requires all government agencies to identify and manage heritage assets in their
ownership and control. Under Section 170 of the Heritage Act, government instrumentalities must
1

Department of Environment and Heritage, 2012. Listing for Clydesdale: House, Barn, Cottage and Farm Landscape.
Site accessed on 15/09/2014 at:
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5045540

Page 8

Marsden Park North Precinct Redevelopment, Blacktown

establish and keep a register which includes all items of environmental heritage listed on the SHR, an
environmental planning instrument or which may be subject to an interim heritage order that are owned,
occupied or managed by that government body.
There are no items within the study area listed on the s170 registers.
The Blacktown Local Environmental Plan (BLEP) 2015
There are two listed items with archaeological values within the study area listed on the BLEP 2015:
•

Item I37 – Cemetery, St Phillip’s Church Cemetery—Part of Lot 1, DP 584309, Richmond Road
(Figure 3)

•

Item I97 Cemetery-Riverstone General Cemetery- Lots 1–9, CLP 509–3000, Garfield Road West.

Figure 3. BLEP 2015 map showing St Phillips Church and Cemetery curtilage (brown overlay).
North at top.

There are two archaeological items located 4 kilometres south of the study area listed on the BLEP 2015.
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•

Archaeological Item A120 - Colebee and Nurragingy Land Grant, Richmond Road, Marsden
Park

•

Archaeological Conservation Area A121 – Native Institute Site, Rooty Hill Road North

3.2

Archaeological context

The following reports were reviewed in preparation for this non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment
and provide a context for the archaeological assessment of the study area:
Howard Tanner and Associates PTY LTD, 1984. Heritage study of the north western sector of
Sydney. Report prepared for the Conservation Branch of the Department of Environment and
Planning.
The heritage study for the north western sector of Sydney includes an assessment of the South
Creek/Riverstone Meatworks Precinct, east of the study area. The study area was not assessed as part
of this report.
The Riverstone Meatworks is associated with a large land grant given during the same period as various
grants within the study area and became associated with the study area in the late 19th century. In
addition, the report assesses the significance of St Matthew Parish, in which the study area lies.
Findings relevant to this report are as follows:
-

St Matthew Parish, and the greater Town of Windsor, have significant heritage importance thanks
to the historic and architectural contributions of Lachlan Macquarie. Macquarie was responsible
for the first farming grants given in the area.

-

The landscape is associated with sporadic settlement and subdivision activity. Substantial
subdivisions, all of which were completed by 1907 included the Rosebery Park Estate, Samuel
Marsden’s Clive Estate, The Marsden Park Estate and The Grange Farms Estate.2

-

Domestic and small settlement sites were established along the Hawkesbury River-located
further west of the study area-as early as 1794. These first began as wattled and plastered,
thatched roof structures with bare ground floors. Later slab cottages became more common,
many of which remain extant in the Riverstone area. The early 18th century saw more permanent
and durable residences constructed in the area. 3

-

In regard to land use, evidence for areas of cultivation such as orchards has the potential to
remain in the form of trees and shrubs. The report states that such items are good indicators of
early clearance and grazing, providing evidence of early land use. 4

2

Howard Tanner and Associates PTY LTD, 1984. Heritage study of the north western sector of Sydney. Report
prepared for the Conservation Branch of the Department of Environment and Planning, pp. 92-97.
3 Howard Tanner and Associates PTY LTD, 1984. Heritage study of the north western sector of Sydney. Report
prepared for the Conservation Branch of the Department of Environment and Planning, pp. 144-145.
4Ibid, p. 146.
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-

Persistent flooding of the Hawkesbury River (and associated creeks) has had a major influence
on the retention of archaeological evidence in the surrounding area. 5

Dallas, M & Donlon, D. 1988. Archaeological survey and site assessment of a portion of the
Riverstone Meatworks property near Marsden Park, NSW. Report prepared for the Angliss Group.
The northernmost portion of the study area was assessed in this report.
Although the report focussed on Aboriginal archaeology, the site survey and report identified a number of
key historical features in the area. Findings relevant to this report are as follows:
-

A farm house, outbuildings and stock pens of the ‘Echo Vale’ property-likely to be post 1940(located within the study area) are still extant. The property sits to the west of Richmond Road.

-

St Phillips Cemetery was located to the north of the Echo Vale property. The cemetery is
described as having a ‘neat iron bark four railed fence 8 x 8 metres. The head stones are lying
horizontally, and the inside of the enclosure is completely overgrown. One headstone is cleared
of vegetation and bore, in part, the inscription:’
TO THE MEMORY OF JANE LOCKE
DIED AUGUST 16, 1879
AGED 38 YEARS

-

The headstone is described as being in good condition with a high relief Tudor rose carving. The
brick foundations of St Phillips Church (known to have occupied the site) could not be located
due to dense grass cover over the area.
The assessment identified a ruin on Lytton Lane, Marsden Park (within the study area).

-

Major settling ponds and a refuse (including blood and bone dumps) associated with the
Riverstone Meatworks are also located within the study area, to the north of Farm Road.

-

The ruin, farmhouse, settling ponds and refuse are not discussed in detail.

Morris, C and Britton, G, 2000. Colonial landscapes of the Cumberland Plain and Camden, NSW:
A survey of selected pre-1860 cultural landscapes from Wollondilly to Hawkesbury LGAs. Report
prepared for the National Trust of Australia.
The study area was not assessed as part of this report.
The Clydesdale Estate is associated with Walter Lang’s 700 acre grant and the easternmost portion of
the original 1813 grant associated with the Clydesdale Estate is located within the study area. Significant
items associated with the estate, and located within the study area, are the remains of the St Phillips
Church and Cemetery. Findings relevant to this report are as follows:

5

Ibid, p. 157.
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-

The curtilage of the Clydesdale Estate should be reviewed and amended. 6 This curtilage would
include land within the study area, to the east of Richmond Road where the original grant
boundaries were located.

-

The report identifies the location of the old Richmond Road alignment, which is located within the
study area, to the east of the new Richmond Road.7

Urbis, 2008. Riverstone West Heritage Assessment. Report prepared for the North West Transport
Hub.
The Riverstone West Precinct is located to the east of the study area. The study area was not assessed
as part of this report.
The report includes a heritage assessment of the Riverstone Meatworks. Portions of the study area were
used by the Riverstone Meatworks throughout the 20th century. A concrete bridge and two concrete
weirs along Eastern Creek-which borders the east of the study area-are assessed in the report. Relevant
findings from the report are as follows:
-

The Riverstone Meatworks has local historical significance for its use as a meatworks operation
from 1878 to 1994.

-

The Riverstone Meatworks is considered to have high social significance for the local community.

-

“Some landscape elements, such as remnant weirs, bridges, fences and railway siding, are also
of aesthetic and historical significance, illustrating their use within the former meatworks
operation, and their construction methods and materials for the time”8

-

“There are remnants of two weirs on the site, along Eastern Creek (Figure 41). These weirs were
associated with the former meatworks paddocks. If these weirs do not pose a safety issue, it is
considered they should be retained and interpreted to understand their relationship with the
former meatworks operation.”9

Godden Mackay Logan PTY LTD, 2009. GCC Marsden Park Industrial Precinct: Preliminary nonIndigenous heritage assessment. Exhibition draft report prepared for APP Corporation PTY LTD.
The Marsden Park Industrial Precinct is located south west of the study. The study area was not
assessed as part of this report.
The preliminary non–Aboriginal heritage assessment of the precinct includes an assessment of a number
of items located within the study area. These items and relevant findings from the report are as follows:
-

Richmond Road (which borders the western portion of the study area)
-

Archaeological remains of historical road surfaces, culverts and drains may exist under
the extant road surfaces.

6

Morris, C and Britton, G, 2000. Colonial landscapes of the Cumberland Plain and Camden, NSW: A survey of
selected pre-1860 cultural landscapes from Wollondilly to Hawkesbury, p. 5.
7 Ibid, pp. 52-55.
8 Urbis, 2008. Riverstone West Heritage Assessment. Report prepared for the North West Transport Hub, p. 50.
9 Ibid. p. 63.
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Godden Mackay Logan PTY LTD, 2011. Schofields Precinct: Non-Indigenous Heritage
Assessment. Draft report prepared for Department of Planning.
The Schofields Precinct is located to the south east of the study area, in Riverstone. The study area was
not assessed as part of this report. Like the study area, the Precinct has been subject to continuous nonAboriginal land use for over 200 years and contains a number of farms and a dairy.
The historical archaeological assessment of the Precinct identified a number of potential archaeological
remains and discussed the likelihood of their survival. Remains and assessments of survival for items
within the study area relevant to this report are as follows:
-

Evidence of the pre-settlement landscape e.g. Cleared tree stumps and remnant natural
landforms-Low potential for archaeological remains.

-

Evidence of early land divisions e.g. Fence lines for properties, paddocks of enclosures-Low
potential for archaeological remains.

-

Potential tracks, cesspits, refuse dumps, wells or gardens-Medium to high potential for
archaeological remains.

-

In addition, the report recommended archaeological testing of an 1830 cottage and a Homestead.
An Archaeological Impact Statement was recommended for the Pye Homestead, which is located
in a flood prone area.

Godden Mackay Logan PTY LTD, 2011. Richmond Road upgrade from Bells Creek Bridge to Vine
Street, Marsden Park: Non-Indigenous heritage assessment and heritage impact statement.
Addendum report prepared for prepared for APP Corporation PTY LTD.
The portion of Richmond Road assessed for the 2011 report is located to the south of the study. Portions
of Richmond Road located adjacent to the study area were not assessed as part of this report.
Richmond Road and the Grange Farms Estate were both assessed within the 2011 report and are
located within the study area. Therefore, findings associated with these items are relevant to this
Archaeological Impact Assessment. Their findings were:
-

Richmond Road
-

High potential for archaeological remains of early road surfaces to exist below modern
gravel and bitumen.

-

Low potential for fence lines and post holes to exist near the roadway, these remains
would not be considered to be significant.

Godden Mackay Logan PTY LTD, 2012. Colebee and Nurragingy land grant, 799 Richmond Road
Marsden Park: Archaeological Management Plan. Report Prepared for Legacy Property.
The study area was not assessed as part of this report.
The Colebee and Nurragingy land grant Archaeological Management Plan includes an archaeological
potential assessment of the property. The Colebee and Nurragingy land grant is located to the south of
the study area. Although the property is not located within the study area is associated within similar land
use as many of the properties assessed for this report and is historically relevant due to its associated

Page 13

Marsden Park North Precinct Redevelopment, Blacktown

with the Lock family. Descendants of the Lock family are buried and were baptised at St Phillips Church
and Cemetery, which is located within the study area.
Environmental Resources Management, 2012. Richmond Road, Marsden Park Historical Heritage
Assessment. Report prepared for Stockland.
The portion of Richmond Road assessed for the 2012 Historical Heritage Assessment is located west of
the study area. Portions of Richmond Road located adjacent to the study area were not assessed as part
of this report.
The report identified heritage properties and items located within the study area. Findings associated
with items and areas of archaeological potential located within the study area and relevant to this report
are as follows:
-

Toll House and Toll Gate, north east of Richmond Road
-

No specific recommendation was made in the ERM report as the report found the toll
house was unlikely to have survived the road realignment.

-

St Phillips Church Cemetery
-

This item has the potential to contribute knowledge relating to early colonial NSW in
particular activities associated with the final stages of human life and the disposal of the
dead. As an early example of a colonial church with members of the local community
having been buried here since or around the time of the associated Church’s
consecration in 1846 up until its disuse and ruin during the late-19th century. The site has
the potential to contribute to current knowledge concerning several historical figures
including Charles Thompson and Maria Lock, this knowledge is unlikely to be available
through other resources.

-

Richmond Road
-

Richmond Road’s potential archaeological remains may comprise of earlier road
surfaces, drains and culverts under the current bitumen. These potential archaeological
remains may reveal technical information about the methods and materials employed in
constructing roads in the early colonial period during the time of Governor Macquarie
(1810– 1821) in addition to information currently available or detailed in the historical
records. Remnant Richmond Road surfaces and associated culverts and drains would be
considered ‘works’, not ‘relics’ under the Heritage Act and would not require heritage
approval under the relics provision Act.

Environmental Resources Management, 2013. Marsden Park Precinct Historical Heritage
Assessment. Report prepared for Winton Property Group.
The portion of Marsden Park assessed for the 2012 report is located to the west of the study area. The
assessment identified a number of heritage properties located within the study area. These items and
findings associated with archaeological potential relevant to this report are: Yes
-

Toll House and Toll Gate, north east of Richmond Road.
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-

Mention of ruins associated with these items referenced in a 1912 newspaper article. The
exact location of these structures is unknown, and due to severe disturbance to the
natural land form during the realignment of Richmond Road in the 1980s, are unlikely to
have survived.

-

St Phillips Church Cemetery
-

-

A Conservation Management Plan is recommended for the site associated with this item.

Richmond Road
-

Whilst Richmond Road is important in demonstrating early colonial spatial and
geographic development relating to the construction of roads and the spread of the
colony west of the Sydney settlement, the current road has been significantly altered
since its original establishment and therefore does not meet state or local significance
criteria.
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4.0

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

4.1

Early history of the study area

4.1.1

1788-1815-Early European exploration and settlement

The study area originally formed part of the Town of Windsor (later named Cumberland County after
Windsor was subdivided into fifty seven parishes in 1835-see Figure 4). The Town of Windsor was
established in 1810 and was associated with the Hawkesbury River settlements which occurred in the
late 18th century. At this time, Governor Macquarie had taken a tour of the Hawkesbury area and noted
the imminent danger flooding posed to crops and settlers. He therefore ordered that settlements and
townships were to be constructed on higher ground. Subsequently a number of land grants were given in
the study area, which although flood prone, was considered to be more suitable for farming and
occupation.10
Roads towards Windsor and into the greater Cumberland area between Sydney and Parramatta were
soon established to allow settlers to spread into the newly allocated land. Many of these were initially
unformed tracks, providing crude transport routes for horse drawn carts, foot traffic and cattle from one
locale to another. One of these roads, Richmond Road (which borders the western portion of the study
area), led from Richmond to Prospect and between Sydney and Parramatta, and played a vital role in the
settlement of the study area.11
In 1816, Governor Macquarie hired William Cox (who had recently built a road to the Blue Mountains) to
improve Richmond Road. These improvements were part of associated upgrades to the colonial road
system and the establishment of a government stock reserve located nearby. These upgrades attracted
more landowners to the area and a number of grants were made on the eastern and western sides of the
road. These included the grants associated with the study area (to the east of Richmond Road) and a
number of significant grants to the west of Richmond Road, such as Walter Lang’s 700 acres which later
became the Clydesdale estate (a portion of which is located within the study area).
In 1822, further improvements were made to Richmond Road using the newly developed road-building
technique known as ‘macadam’. ‘Macadam’ was developed by Scottish engineer John McAdam in the
1820s and involved placing layers of broken, uniformly sized stones, on a convex, well drained road
surface. 12

10 Steele,

J. 1916. Early days of Windsor New South Wales. Tyrell’s Limited, Sydney, p. 16.
2010. Richmond Road Upgrade from Bells Creek Bridge to Vine Street, Marsden Park, p. 11.
12 Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2014. Macadam. Site accessed on 100 September, 2014 at:
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/353597/macadam
11 GML,
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Figure 4. County of Cumberland and fifty-seven associated parishes, 1840. St Matthew parish outlined in
blue. The study area is outlined in red. Source. National Library of Australia.
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4.1.2

1815-1880-Early land use and land grants-

The study area is associated with fifteen individuals who were given land grants between 1813 and 1848.
These are listed in Table 1 and illustrated in Figure 5. These grants, their associated land owners and
various uses will be discussed below.
Table 1. Land grants associated with the study area.
Grantee
Walter Lang

Date given
1813

Date sold
1819

Acres
700

Use
Farming,
homestead,
cemetery, church.13
Grazing land
Paddock to east of
property along
Eastern Creek.

Samuel Marsden
Thomas Kendall

1815
1816

-

1000
400

James Ruse
Samuel Marsden

181914
19th October, 1831

1887
1884 to Boyd and
King and
subdivided.

100
140

Thomas Upton
John Palfrey
Jason Elder

Pre 1840
Pre 1840
Pre 1840

-

70
35
8017

G. J. Stahl
John Little
John Dell
Andrew Loder
George
Matcham Pitt
James Masters
Pennington
John Dunn
John Schofield

Post 1840
Post 1840
Post 1840
Post 1840
Post 1840

188719
-

100 (combined)
50
60
60
5320

‘Creek farm’ Cross
breeding of Merino
sheep with other
breeds of not so fine
wool.15
Farming16
Wheat Paddock to
east of property
along Eastern
Creek. 18
-

Post 184421

-

210

-

Pre 184822

-

40
205 (combined)

-

13

ERM, 2013. Marsden Park Precinct: Historical Heritage Assessment, pp. 20-21.
Riverstone Historical Society, 2010. Brief History of Riverstone. Site accessed on 08/08/2014 at:
http://riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/history.html
15 Windsor and Richmond Gazette, ‘Samuel Marsden and his five famous daughters’; Friday 27 July, 1928.
16 Hardy, B. Early Hawkesbury settlers. Kenthurst: Kangaroo Press, 1985.
17 Windsor and Richmond Gazette, Saturday 5 March, 1892.
18 SixMaps Historical Land Records Viewer, 2014. Undated parish map of Gidley.
19 The Sydney Morning Herald, Tuesday 8 November, 1887.
20 Windsor and Richmond Gazette, Saturday 5 March, 1892.
21 The Australian, Saturday 3 February, 1844.
22 Riverstone Historical Society, 2010. Brief History of Riverstone. Site accessed on 08/08/2014 at:
http://riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/history.html
14
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4.1.2.1 Land grantees within the study area-1813 and 1848
The earliest land grants in the study area were made to Walter Lang, Samuel Marsden, Thomas Kendall
and James Ruse between 1813 and 1819. Walter Lang, whose grant is partially located within the north
western portion of the study area, was given 700 acres by Governor Macquarie in September 1813. The
land was later passed onto William Walter and then sold at auction to Charles Thompson in 1819.23
Marsden acquired a 1000 acre grant in 1815. The grant consisted of farming land in the northernmost
portion of the study area, to the south of two major creeks, South Creek and Eastern Creek (Figure 5). A
year later, Thomas Kendall-who would later travel to New Zealand with Marsden and subsequently be
suspended from his duties after an adulterous affair with a local Maori woman24-was granted 400 acres
by Governor Macquarie. This grant bordered Eastern Creek, just south of Marsden’s grant (Figure 5).
Kendall disposed of his land a short time later and its history remains unclear until 1839, when it formed
part of Samuel Marsden’s daughter Martha’s marriage settlement to Josiah Allen Betts.25 This suggests
that Samuel Marsden acquired the grant at some time between 1816 and 1839. Parish maps of the study
area indicate that a paddock was located within the eastern portion of the grant west of Eastern Creek
(Figure 5).
James Ruse was given 100 acres to the south of Marsden’s, and north west of Kendall’s grants, in 1819
(Figure 5). Information associated with the history of this grant is unknown, and it does not appear that
any structures were associated with the land at this time.
A further eleven individuals were granted land in the study area between 1819 and 1848, a number of
which became combined grants under the same individual’s name (e.g. Stahl, Dunn and Schofield).
Later maps of the study area show that Marsden acquired a smaller holding (140 acres) to the south of
his 1000 acre grant in 1831 (Figure 5) and a newspaper article published in 1928 suggests this particular
portion land was used to breed Merino sheep with various breeds of less fine wool. 26
Two small grants located on the eastern banks of South Creek and to the south of Marsden’s 1000 acre
grant were given to Thomas Upton (70 acres) and John Palfry (35 acres) between 1815 and 1840. These
grants are likely to have been used for farming, and it is not clear whether either man resided on the
land.
Later, a series of small grants, varying in size from 35 to 60 acres, were given to G. J. Stahl, John Little,
John Dell, Andrew Loder, George Matcham Pitt, James Masters Pennington, John Dunn and John
Schofield. Stahl and Schofield combined their grants and are likely to have used the land for farming and
cattle grazing.

23

ERM, 2013. Marsden Park Precinct: Historical Heritage Assessment, p. 20.
New Zealand History, 2014. The Christian missionaries: Men of vice or virtue?. Site accessed on 19/08/2014 at:
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/missionaries/thomas-kendall-era, (Ministry for Culture and Heritage)
25 Binney, J. 2005.The Legacy of Guilt: A Life of Thomas Kendall, p. 235.
26 Windsor and Richmond Gazette, ‘Samuel Marsden and his five famous daughters’; Friday 27 July, 1928.
24
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Figure 5. Post 1840 parish map with the study area (outlined in red) showing grants given on the
eastern side of Richmond Road. Source. Six Maps, 2014.

4.1.2.2

Walter Lang and Clydesdale

Walter Lang’s 700 acre grant was located on the western and eastern side of Richmond Road. The
easternmost portion of the grant is located within the study area, directly south of Palfrey’s 35 acres grant
and South Creek. The land was sold at auction to Charles Thompson in 1819. Thompson arrived in
Australia as a convict on The Coramandel II on 8 May 1804. Originally from Birmingham, Thompson had
been charged with stealing two books and was sentenced to seven years transportation. Thompson was
given a conditional pardon in February 1809, by which time he had married Elizabeth Boggis.27
Subsequently Thompson took up a 50 acre grant of land on the Nepean River and later took up farming
full-time. After the death of his first wife he purchased a further 865 acres of land, partially from the 700
acre estate of Walter Lang in Marsden Park. He named the estate ‘Clydesdale’ and moved into an
elaborate home which he built on the property, with his second wife and children from his first marriage.28

27

Riverstone Historical Society, 2010. Brief History of Riverstone. Site accessed on 08/08/2014 at:
http://riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/history.html
28 Ibid.
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By 1827 Thompson had built a large Georgian style brick two-storey dwelling, over an 1822 homestead.
The new dwelling incorporated various portions of the early homestead and was valued £600.29 The
Thompson family-now including nine children-lived in the dwelling and cultivated much of the land near
the house.30 Thompson encountered financial troubles in the 1840s and lost Clydesdale in 1850. 31 He
however, managed to donate a portion of the land, located to the east of Richmond Road for the purpose
of building St Phillip’s Church of England.
4.1.2.3

Samuel Marsden’s 1000 acre grant

Samuel Marsden’s 1000 acre grant was bordered to the north east by Eastern Creek, to the north west
by South Creek and to the south by Thomas Upton’s 70 acre grant, James Ruse’s 100 acre grant, G. J.
Stahl’s 100 acre combined holding and a further 140 acre grant under Marsden’s name (Figure 5). It is
likely that Marsden used his 1000 acre grant for cattle grazing. There is no indication that Marsden lived
on the land as newspaper reports from 1811 indicate that Marsden owned a block of land at South Creek
in Windsor named Mamre (south west of the 1000 acre grant), where he kept his and his acquaintances
horned cattle.32 Marsden’s Mamre property was located within this latter grant which was constructed in
1820.
Samuel Marsden was born 24 June 1765 at Farsley, Yorkshire, England, the son of Thomas Marsden, a
blacksmith (Figure 6). Marsden attended the village school and later apprenticed to his father, as well as
becoming locally known as a lay preacher. He soon caught the eye of Elland Society, an Evangelical
group within the Church of England. In 1790, the society sent him to Magdalene College, Cambridge; he
remained here until 1893 when he was encouraged to accept an appointment as an assistant to the
chaplain of the newly established colony of New South Wales.33 Before leaving for the colony, Marsden
married Elizabeth Fristan, the only daughter of Thomas Fristan of Hull. Three months after they married,
the Marsden’s sailed to New South Wales aboard the William which was loaded with salted beef,
barrelled pork, and agricultural implements for the newly established colony.34 Elizabeth gave birth to
their first child Anne on board the ship and upon arrival the Marsden’s settled in Parramatta after a brief
visit to Norfolk Island. Samuel Marsden soon showed a passion for farming, and although inexperienced,
by 1802 had received 201 acres in grants and purchased 239 more acres from other settlers on which he
cleared and grazed 480 sheep.35 Three years later, his sheep stock had more than doubled to over 1000
and he had accumulated 44 cattle and 100 pigs on a farm that had increased to 1730 acres, 11
kilometres from Parramatta.

29

ERM, 2013. Marsden Park Precinct: Historical Heritage Assessment, p. 20.
Morris, C and Britton, G. Colonial landscapes of the Cumberland Plain and Camden, NSW survey of pre-1860
Cultural Landscapes from Wollondilly to Hawkesbury LGAs, p. 52.
31 ERM, 2013. Marsden Park Precinct: Historical Heritage Assessment, p. 20.
32 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Saturday 24 August, 1811.
33 Yarwood, A. T. 1967. Samuel Marsden. Australian Dictionary of Biography, vol. 2. Accessed on 06/08/2014 at:
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/marsden-samuel-2433
34 Elder, J (ed.), 1932. The Letters and Journals of Samuel Marsden, 1765-1838. Dunedin, Coulls, Somerville, Wilke
and A.H. Reed, p. 23.
35 Yarwood, A. T. 1967. Samuel Marsden. Australian Dictionary of Biography, vol. 2. Accessed on 06/08/2014 at:
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/marsden-samuel-2433
30
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Figure 6. Samuel Marsden Source. Victoria University of Wellington

4.1.2.4

Richmond Road36

Richmond Road, which borders the western portion of the study area was initially an unformed track
providing a link between Richmond Town to Prospect, as well as the settlements of Sydney and
Parramatta. In 1816, Governor Macquarie (1762-1824) commissioned William Cox (military officer, road
maker and builder) to employ convict labour as part of upgrades to the colonial road system. The
Government had recently established a stock reserve close to Marsden Park, and upgrades to Richmond
Road were deemed necessary. The work was promptly completed in 1819, however by 1822 the road
required further improvements. This time, a new method of road building, known as Macadam’, was
utilised. Macadam had been developed in England by John Loudon McAdam and involved the laying of
layers of broken stones (each stone could not exceed two inches) over a convex, well drained earth base
(Figure 7). The alignment of the road remained the same until the 1980s when a small section of the
road associated with South Creek was moved 90 metres to the west. This earlier alignment is located in
close proximity to the north western boundary of the study area and remains of the alignment may exist
here.

36

This section taken largely from Godden Mackay Logan PTY LTD, 2011. Richmond Road upgrade from Bells Creek
Bridge to Vine Street, Marsden Park: Non-Indigenous heritage assessment and heritage impact statement.
Addendum report prepared for prepared for APP Corporation PTY LTD, p. 11.
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Figure 7. Painting by Carl Rakeman (1823) titled ‘First American Macadam Road’ showing
methods of macadam road making. Source. US Department of Transportation, 2011. 37

4.1.2.5

South Creek Bridge

South Creek Bridge which crossed South Creek from Richmond Road-not to be confused with the South
Creek Bridge leading onto Windsor Road (east of the study area)-crossed South Creek at Walter Lang’s
700 acre grant. The bridge appears in early parish maps of the area and is always referred to as ‘South
Creek Bridge’ (Figure 8). The bridge was associated with a toll gate and gate keeper’s cottage.
The exact location of the original bridge, toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage is unknown, however, an
article published in the Sydney Morning Herald in 1912 makes particular mention of the ruin of the old toll
keepers’ cottage and remains of the old toll gate as being located just beyond Clydesdale’s property. 38 It
is likely that the bridge and associated items were located along the old Richmond Road alignment,
which curved further north east than the present Richmond Road.
In 1853, the original bridge was replaced by an arched structure and then by the Fitzroy Bridge in 1881.
The Fitzroy Bridge was of iron construction which was again superseded by a wider reinforced concrete
bridge.39 When Richmond Road was raised and re-aligned in the early 1980s the bridge was replaced by
the current Richmond Road Bridge.

37

United States Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, 2011. The Paintings of Carl
Rakeman. Site accessed on 15/09/2014 at: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/rakeman/1823.htm
38 Bath, Stewart Associates 2001, Heritage Management Plan Outline: Clydesdale, Marsden Park. p.4.
39 Proudfoot, H. 1987. Hawkesbury: a structural history, p. 17.
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Figure 8. Pre-1864 Parish of St Matthew map showing location of South Creek Bridge (circled), Lang's grant (outlined in blue) and the
study area (outlined in red). Source. Six Maps Historical Viewer.
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4.1.2.6 Land use in 1842
An 1842 survey of the Windsor District provides a detailed illustration of land use within and surrounding
the study area during this period (Figure 9).40 The map suggests that no built structures had been
established in the study area by 1842 with land remaining uncleared. However, fence lines, names of
land owners and a small paddock (southern portion of the study area) are clearly visible. Richmond Road
is present to the west of the study area, as is South Creek Bridge. Although no substantial buildings
occupied land within the study area, a number of substantial rural properties were located to the east,
west and south.
One of these properties, ‘Tumbledown Barn’ was located just outside of the study area (to the north
west) between Eastern and South Creek (Figure 6). Tumbledown Barn occupied a 150 acre grant
originally given to William Sherwin in 1799. Sherwin sold his grant to Rev. Samuel Marsden in April
1803.41 Research undertaken regarding the barn and associated structures suggests that Tumbledown
Barn was constructed at sometime between 1810 and 1820 and sat to the right of a main homestead on
the 150 acre grant. At some time after 1817, the house and/or barn were occupied by Scottish convicts
William and Mary McPhillamy. Mary gave birth to three of her four children on the property, one of which
was named Charles Marsden McPhillamy. It is possible that Charles was named after Rev. Samuel
Marsden’s son Charles Simeon Marsden, born in 1803. A road leading from Samuel Marsden’s 1000
acre grant (within the study area) to the Tumbledown Barn grant can be seen within the 1842 map. There
is no evidence to suggest that structures associated with the latter occupied land within the study area.

Plan of part of the Windsor District contained between the Old Richmond Road and the Road from Windsor’, J.
Musgraves 1842. State Library of New South Wales Mitchell Map Collection, call no. Z/M4 811.1122/1842/1.
41 Sydney Land Titles Office, unregistered conveyance endorsed on original crown grant. In Counter, C. Tumbledown
Barn. Site accessed on 12/03/2015 at:
http://www.riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/greenstone/collect/localhis/index/assoc/HASH0124.dir/doc.pdf
40
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Figure 9. ‘Plan of part of the Windsor District contained between the Old Richmond Road and the Road from Windsor’, J. Musgraves
1842. Study area outlined in red, location of ‘Tumbledown Barn’ and farm outlined in black and shown in black and white scan. Source.
State Library of NSW.
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4.1.2.7

St Phillips Cemetery and St Phillips Church (1846-1887)

The land on which St Phillips Cemetery and Church were established originally formed the easternmost
portion of Walter Lang’s 700 acre grant. During the depression of the 1840s, Charles Thompson lost all
landholdings, of which he had acquired many since 1809. However, before losing Clydesdale he donated
part of the eastern portion of the site for the purpose of building St Phillip’s Church of England in 1846
(Figure 10). Land for a cemetery (St Phillips Cemetery) was also reserved in close proximity to the
church.
The St Phillips Church was constructed by local residents and consecrated in 1846.42 Once complete,
the church was described as being 36 feet in length and 18 feet in width, with a shingled roof and glass
windows.43 As there are no obvious built remains of the church it is uncertain exactly where it was
located. Presumably it was erected in close proximity to St Phillips cemetery at the junction of South
Creek and Richmond Road. In their report, Dallas and Donlon state that the church was located to the
south of the cemetery.44
Figure 10 Undated Parish of St Matthew map showing north-west portion of the study area
(outlined in red) cemetery curtilage (circled) and Lang’s 700 acre grant curtilage (outlined in blue).
Source. Six Maps Historical Viewer.

42

Winsome, P. Churches, Riverstone and District. Site accessed on 08.08.2014 at:
http://www.riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/greenstone//collect/localhis/index/assoc/HASH1625.dir/doc.pdf
43 French, Jeanette, M, 1988. Clydesdale: A Small History. Blacktown, N.S.W.
44 Dallas, M & Donlon, D. 1988. Archaeological Survey and Site Assessment of a Portion of the Riverstone
Meatworks Property near Marsden Park, NSW. Report prepared for the Angliss Group, p. 12.
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Between 1846 and 1876 there were 134 recorded baptisms at the church45. The baptisms of nine
members of the historically significant Lock family (associated with the Colebee and Nurragingy land
grant to the south of the study area) are recorded on the register as well as eleven members of the
Schofield family (land owners in the southern portion of the study area). These constitute the most
common surnames on the register.
The St Phillips Burial Register from 1848-1872 lists the names of 12 people who are known to have been
buried in the cemetery, far less than the number which had been baptised there. Three members of the
Shearing family are listed on the register as well as two members of the Worboys family 46. The names
and details of the deceased buried at St Phillips cemetery during this period are listed in Table 2 below.
Table 2. St Phillips Burial Register.
No

Surname

Forenames

Abode

When
Died

When
Buried

Age

Occupation

1

SHEARING

John

KNOCKS

Louisa

3

NICHOLS

Henry

CHAPMAN

William

5

WARBOYS

William

6

WARBOYS

Josiah

7

SHEARING

William

8

ERWIN

Joseph

9

SHEARING

10

SMITH

David
Samuel
Sarah

11

GANDERTON

William

12

LOCK

Joseph

8 Apr
1848
18 Apr
1848
5 Oct
1849
8 Apr
1851
28 Dec
1851
31 Mar
1854
1 Feb
1855
20 Aug
1858
21 May
1863
19 Aug
1867
31 Dec
1870
15 Jul
1872

Child of John
Shearing
Wife of Edward
Knocks
Minor

4

7 Apr
1848
16 Apr
1848
3 Oct
1849
6 Apr
1851
27 Dec
1851
30 Mar
1854
31 Jan
1855
19 Aug
1858
20 May
1863
19 Aug
1867
28 Dec
1870
13 Jul
1872

13 m

2

South
Creek
South
Creek
Eastern
Creek
South
Creek
South
Creek
South
Creek
South
Creek
South
Creek
South
Creek
South
Creek
Eastern
Creek
Blacktown

33
years
4 yrs. 6
m
61
years
44
years
18
years
3

Toll
Gatekeeper
Labourer
Labourer
Infant

2

not stated

2

Infant

36
days
70
years
16
weeks

Infant
Labourer
Infant

Ceremony
performed
by
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Henry T.
Stiles
Chas. F.
Garnsey
Chas. F.
Garnsey
Chas. F.
Garnsey

45

Liversidge. Steve (transcriptions). February 2005. St Phillips Baptism Register 1846-1876. Hawkesbury on the Net,
Church Registers. Site accessed on 08.08.14 at: http://www.hawkesbury.net.au/church/baptisms/spba1846.html
46 Liversidge. S (transcriptions). February 2005. St Phillips Burial Register 1848-1872. Hawkesbury on the Net,
Church Registers. Site accessed on 08.08.14 at: http://www.hawkesbury.net.au/church/burials/spbr1848.html.
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The cemetery is said to hold the remains of Maria Lock and is known to contain the remains of her
daughter, Jane Lock (Figure 11). Maria Lock was the sister of Colebee, the first Aboriginal land grantee
at Richmond Road. She married Robert Lock (1800-1854) in the first officially sanctioned marriage
between a convict and an Aboriginal woman.47 The name does not appear on the above register
however, another member of the Lock family, Joseph, is the last recorded individual on the list. No
records have been located listing the individuals buried in the cemetery between 1872 and when the
church closed in 1887. If Maria Lock was buried in the cemetery, it is likely to have occurred sometime
during this period. Further information regarding Maria Lock’s final resting place, and connections
between St Phillip’s Church and Cemetery are currently under investigation with local Aboriginal groups.
The church was severely affected by a number of floods towards the end of the 19th century and by
1887 it was closed and allowed to fall into ruin. Today there is no remaining evidence of it which is easily
discernible.48 A pencil sketch exists of St Phillip’s Church which can potentially be attributed to Rev. W.H.
Walsh (1812-1882) Figure 1249
Figure 11 Grave of Jane Lock, daughter of Maria Lock. Source. History of Aboriginal Sydney.

47

Parry, N. 2005. 'Lock, Maria (1805–1878)'. Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography,
Australian National University. Site accessed on 08.08.2014 at: http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/lock-maria13050/text23599.
48State Heritage Inventory, database no. 5045540, available at:
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1140029, accessed 08.08.14.
49 Cable, K. J. 1967. 'Walsh, William Horatio (1812–1882)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of
Biography, Australian National University. Site accessed on 08/08/2014 at: http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/walshwilliam-horatio-2771/text3865.

Page 29

Marsden Park North Precinct Redevelopment, Blacktown

Figure 12 Sketch of St Phillips Church. Source. Riverstone Historical Society

4.1.3

1880-1910.-Residential activity, subdivisions and a new cemetery

A state-wide speculation boom in the 1880s led to areas of land in the south east portion of the study
area to be sold off as large subdivisions. These subdivisions took place within Marsden’s 140 acre grant,
Stahl’s 100 acre grant, Schofield’s combined 205 acre grant, Dell’s 60 acre grant and Little’s 50 acre
grant (Figure 14).
In 1884, advertising began for the Clive Estate in Riverstone which was located in Samuel Marsden’s
140 acre grant and had been purchased by Boyd and King in the same year (Figure 14). The land was
described as being “suitable for occupation by a family and market farm or garden”,50 and fronting a
permanent creek (Eastern Creek) and extensive reserve.51
In 1892, 11 acres of land between Marsden’s 140 acre grant, Pitt’s 53 acre grant and Elder’s 80 acre
grant was proposed to be resumed for a cemetery-which would later become Riverstone Cemetery
(Figure 14).52 The first burial took place on 29 December 1894 and the cemetery is still in use today,
located at the corner of Cemetery Road and Garfield Road West, Riverstone. 53 Soon after the

50 Evening

News, Saturday 23 February, 1884.
The Sydney Morning Herald, Wednesday 20 February, 1884.
52 Windsor and Richmond Gazette, Saturday 5 March, 1892.
53 Blacktown City Council, 2012. Riverstone Cemetery. Site accessed on 28/08/2014 at:
file:///C:/Users/artefact01/Downloads/Riverstone_Cemetery_Information_Brochure.pdf
51
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establishment of the cemetery, St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was completed in 1898. Today the
church occupies the eastern corner of Grange Avenue and Richmond Road (south of the study area).54
In the late 19th century, the majority of Stahl’s original grants located in the southern portion of the study
area were subdivided to create ‘Essex Farms’ (Figure 14). Little information exists about these
subdivisions; however, an article published in the Windsor and Richmond Gazette (1887) reports the
existence of a small cottage occupying a portion of this land. The cottage is introduced as being ‘erected
some time ago by Mr Stafford’ and described as ’gradually disappearing’ as Mr Stafford had since left the
area.55 The exact location of the cottage is unknown however the Dallas and Donlon (1988)
archaeological assessment of the northernmost portion of the study area, identifies a ‘ruin’ in a similar
location (Figure 13.)
By the late 19th, early 20th century, a farm house had been built on Lang’s 700 acre grant. The house
was located on Richmond Road, opposite the entrance to the Clydesdale Estate. Its construction date is
unknown; however, the farm house was occupied by Steve Shields and his wife Elsie Shields in 1901.
Elsie was employed at the Clydesdale Estate to do washing and ironing work. Between 1905 and 1910
the couple moved to a property on Garfield Road West (southern portion of study area) and remained
relatively self-sufficient, running a poultry farm, rearing cattle, turkeys and pigs, as well as establishing a
large orchard and a vegetable garden on their property. Steve continued to take on sporadic
employment, working day during the construction of a new South Creek Bridge in the early 1900s and
occasionally working at the Riverstone Meatworks.56

54

ERM, 2013. Marsden Park Precinct: Historical Heritage Assessment, pp. 21-22.
Proudfoot, H. 1987. Hawkesbury: a structural history, p. 23.
55 Windsor and Richmond Gazette, Saturday 23 January, 1897.
56 Neal, C. 2003. The Shields Family. Site accessed on 11/9/2014 at:
http://www.riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/greenstone//collect/localhis/index/assoc/HASH27c8.dir/doc.pdf
54
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Figure 13. Location of Lytton Road ‘ruin’ (circled) identified by Dallas and Donlon. Clive Estate
(outlined in orange), Essex Farms Estate (outlined in yellow) and study area (outlined in red).
Source. Dallas and Donlon, 1988.
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Figure 14. Undated parish of Gidley map showing subdivisions in Pitt, Schofield and Little’s grants, land reserved for the Riverstone
Cemetery (outlined in blue), Clive Estate (outlined in orange), Essex Farms Estate (outlined in yellow) and study area (outlined in red).
Source. Six Maps.
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4.1.4

1910-present-Riverstone Meatworks and further subdivisions.

Between 1914 and 1943, Blacktown’s population rose from 1,600 to 15,000. 57 The northern portion of
the study area (Lang’s 700 acre grant, Marsden’s 1000 acre grant, Rue’s 100 acres grant, Dell’s 100
acre grant, Upton’s 70 acre grant, Palfrey’s 35 acre grants, Loder’s 60 acre grant and Pennington’s 210
acre grant) remained undeveloped and continued to be used for cattle grazing and other agricultural
activities. Comparably, the southern portion of the study area-associated with Stahl’s combined 100
grants, Little’s 50 acre grant, Dunn’s combined 40 acre grant, Schofield’s combined 205 acre grants,
Pitt’s 53 acre grant, Elder’s 80 acre grant and Kendall’s 400 acre grant-were bought and resold as large
subdivisions. Many of these remained unoccupied or used for small scale farms and residential
properties. Sand’s Directories from 1921 and 1923 indicate that a many of Marsden Park’s residents
were poultry farmers, fruit growers, graziers or orchardists or ran market gardens.58
4.1.4.1

Riverstone Meatworks

In the early to mid-20th century, land to the north-east of the study area became associated with the
Riverstone Meatworks. The Riverstone Meatworks where located to the east of Eastern Creek and
established by Benjamin Richards in 1878 on 2,300 acres of land within Maurice Charles’ original 2,500
acre grant.59 In 1919, William Angliss acquired the meatworks and helped to expand the industry by
introducing freezers, a cannery and a treatment area for sheepskins. In addition, Angliss developed
dairies around the meatworks one of which occupied the northernmost portion of the study area (Figure
15). In 1934, the Vestey group took over operations of the meatworks, producing canned meats and
dehydrated eggs for overseas servicemen during World War II.60
In the 1920s; a dairy (c1920-1990), stables, piggery and hay shed (c1920-1940) were established within
the study area. The stables, piggery and hay shed were located directly north of today’s Farm Road
(Figure 15). The stables are likely to have housed draft horses in the 1920s and 30s and work horses
associated with the Riverstone Meatworks up until the 1940s. 61 The stables, piggery and hay shed are
likely to have been located in close proximity to one another, acting as a complex of farm buildings. Aerial
photographs of the study area taken in 1947 (Figure 15), 1964 and 1987 show a group of structures likely
to represent this complex. The piggery and hay shed burnt down in the mid-to-late 20th century and
remains of these structures, and the stables, have since been cleared for settling ponds. Settling ponds
are likely to have been built in conjunction with the nearby Riverstone Abattoir. Remains of the piggery,
hay shed, and stables are not visible in 2014 satellite images (Figure 16).
The 1920s dairy was located at the north of the property, between the banks of South and Eastern Creek.
The dairy was abandoned after a flood event in the 1990s however structural remains are still visible in
2014 satellite images (Figure 16).62 The dairy is associated with a concrete bridge and weir over Eastern
57

Harvey, B. 1977. The History of Blacktown and District. Blacktown Municipal Council. Blacktown, pp. 67-68.
Sands Directory, 1923. Site accessed on 29/08/2014 at:
http://cdn.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/learn/history/archives/sands/1920-1924/1923-part24.pdf
Sands Directory, 1921. Site accessed on 29/08/2014 at:
http://cdn.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/learn/history/archives/sands/1920-1924/1921-part24.pdf
59 Blacktown City Council, 2012. Riverstone. Site accessed on 10.9/2014 at:
http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Discover_Blacktown/Our_History_Heritage/Becoming_a_City/Suburb_Historys/Riv
erstone
60 Blacktown City Council, 2012. Riverstone. Site accessed on 10.9/2014 at:
http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Discover_Blacktown/Our_History_Heritage/Becoming_a_City/Suburb_Historys/Riv
erstone
61 Pers. Comm. Bill Power, Angliss Property Group. Email 10/09/2014.
62 Pers. Comm. Bill Power, Angliss Property Group. Email 10/09/2014.
58
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Creek (east of the dairy), and a timber bridge over a creek line west of the dairy. A photograph taken in
the 20th century of dairy workers show the concrete weir over Eastern Creek (Figure 17).
Figure 15. 1947 aerial photograph of Marsden Park North study area (outlined in red) showing
location of the Riverstone Dairy (circled in blue) and stables and piggery (circled in orange).
Source. Blacktown City Council.
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Figure 16. 2014 satellite image of Marsden Park North study area (outlined in red) showing
location of the Riverstone Dairy (circled in blue) and stables and piggery (circled in orange).
Source. Google Earth, 2014.

Figure 17 Sheep paddock near one of the concrete weirs; photo and author unknown, study area
is located in the background. Source: Phillis 2004. Image courtesy of Urbis, 2008. 63

63

Urbis, 2008. Riverstone West Heritage Assessment. Report prepared for the North West Transport Hub, p. 29.
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4.1.4.2 Residential subdivisions
In regard to larger subdivisions located in the southern portion of the study area, aerial photographs
suggest that much of the land associated with the study area did not become substantially developed until
after 1947 (Figure 18). Current development within the southern portion of the study area can be seen in
Figure 19 and indicates that the majority of subdivisions associated with the Clive Estate and nearby
landholdings remained unsold or unoccupied until after 1947.
Figure 18 1947 aerial of south east portion of study area. Clive Estate outlined in orange, Essex
Farms Estate outlined in yellow and study area outlined in red. Source. Six Maps.
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Figure 19 2014 satellite image of south east portion of study area. Clive Estate outlined in orange,
Essex Farms Estate outlined in yellow and study area outlined in red. Source. Six Maps.
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5.0

SITE INSPECTION

5.1

Background

A site inspection was undertaken by Archaeologist Adele Zubrzycka (Artefact Heritage) and Senior
Archaeologist Stacey Kennedy (Artefact Heritage) on Tuesday 9 September 2014. The aim of the site
inspection was to locate and identify documented and undocumented archaeological sites within the
study area. In addition, the inspection was undertaken to potentially identify and assess areas of
disturbance across the site in order to further inform the archaeological predictive model.

5.2

Site inspection and field methods

Prior to the site inspection, the study area was divided into three portions. These portions were inspected
as distinct components and will be discussed separately in the site inspection result section. These areas
and their locations are outlined below and illustrated in Figure 20.
•

West: Bordered by Richmond Road to the west, Park Road to the east, South Creek to the north and
Eastern Creek to the north east. This area is occupied by a 1940s farm house- ‘Echo Vale’-which
faces onto Richmond Road. The remainder of the property is used for cattle grazing.

•

North-east: Bordered by Eastern Creek to the east and Farm Road to the south. This area is
currently occupied by four settling ponds in the south west corner of the property and contains a
number of concrete bridges and weirs along Eastern Creek..

•

South-east: Bordered by Bells Creek to the south-east and Eastern Creek to the east. This area is
associated with large residential subdivisions. A ruin located on Lytton Lane and identified during the
Dallas and Donlon archaeological site survey (1988) is located within this area.

A photographic record of the study area and items of archaeological potential was retained and GPS
coordinates of identified archaeological items recorded.
Potential archaeological items identified during the site visit are illustrated in Figure 40.
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Figure 20. Study area boundaries and location of Lytton Road ruin. Base map Source: Google
Earth, 2014.
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5.3

Site inspection results

5.3.1

West

Archaeological sites identified and/or visited during the site inspection within the western portion of the
study area consist of the following:
•

Remains of a concrete and brick culvert

•

Structures associated with the Echo Vale property including a disused sandstone lined driveway

•

Site of St Phillips Church and Cemetery (1846-1887) inclosing timber enclosure, headstones and
trees.

•

Location of early Richmond Road alignment and remains of South Creek Bridge timber support piles
(associated with early Richmond Road alignment)

•

Brick scatter

•

Steel culvert

•

Remains of timber bridge over South Creek (east of Richmond Road)

•

Remains of timber and brick bridge and structural material

•

Remains of concrete and brock structures associated with Riverstone Dairy

•

Remains of timber bridge associated with the Riverstone Dairy

•

Remains of concrete bridge over Eastern Creek, leading towards Riverstone.

The site inspection commenced in the eastern area from the Park Road entrance and proceeded west by
car towards ‘Echo Vale’.
Remains of concrete and brick culvert
The remains of a concrete culvert and early to mid-20th century bricks were located on a dirt road
between Park Road and Echo Vale. The remains were recorded as being located at MGA Zone 56H E:
0298849 N: 627010 (Figure 21).
Structures associated with the Echo Vale property and disused sandstone lined driveway
From the remains of the concrete and brick culvert the site inspection recommenced on foot at the rear of
the Echo Vale homestead. The homestead appears to consist of a variety of early to late 20th century
structures including a farm house, out buildings, a rubbish dump and stock pens (Figure 22). The
homestead is associated with a number of corrugated iron sheds which are likely to date to the early to
mid-20th century (Figure 23).
A disused sandstone lined driveway was identified to the south of the property, leading towards
Richmond Road (Figure 24). The driveway leads to the Echo Vale homestead, terminating ten metres
from the APG property gate. The driveway appears to have been out for use for some time and
sandstone blocks are weathered yet appear to remain in situ.
From Echo Vale, the site inspection continued south by foot, following the Richmond Road alignment,
towards the site of St Phillips Church and Cemetery.
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Site of St Phillips Church and Cemetery (1846-1887) including timber enclosure, headstones and
two mature trees.
The cemetery was located south of South Creek and north of Echo Vale farm, adjacent to Richmond
Road (Figure 25). The cemetery is located within an ironbark four rail fence enclosure, eight by eight
metres in diameter. Portions of the fence and railings have collapsed however it is still discernible within
the landscape. Four head stones were identified within the enclosure, three of which were lying
horizontally, one of which remained vertical to the ground (Figure 26). The headstones are relatively
weathered, and the enclosure overgrown with grass, making inscriptions difficult to decipher. Jane Lock’s
headstone was identified in the south western corner of the enclosure. The inscription on the headstone
includes a bible verse and reads:
TO THE MEMORY OF JANE LOCK
DIED AUG 16, 1879
AGED 38 YEARS
Two mature trees were identified to the north of the enclosure and may have been planted in association
with the church and cemetery.
The site of the church, which was originally located to the south of the cemetery, was covered in thick
grass and remains and/or footings associated with the structure could not be relocated.
Remains of early Richmond Road alignment
From the St Phillips Church and Cemetery, the site inspection recommenced north by foot towards South
Creek where an early alignment of Richmond Road and remains of South Creek bridge are thought to be
located. This portion of the study area followed a relatively steep gradient towards South Creek and was
associated with thick grass and scattered vegetation making any possible surface remains of the road
difficult to relocate. A fence line separating the eastern section of the study area from the current
Richmond Road alignment is associated with the road corridor boundary. It is likely that the remains of
the old Richmond Road alignment are located within this area and therefore outside the study area.
To the north of the road corridor timber support piles-which are likely to be associated with the South
Creek Bridge-were identified within the creek bed (Figure 27). These are also located outside of the
study area boundary.
Brick scatter
From this location, the site inspection recommenced south by foot, towards the Echo Vale homestead
and then east away from Richmond Road. Here a scatter of red clay brick was located. The bricks
appear to have been produced in the early 20th century and were spread out across an area five metres
by five metres in diameter (Figure 28). No structural remains were identified in this location.
Steel culvert
From the brick scatter, the site inspection recommenced north towards an eastern portion of South Creek
by car. Here, an intact steel culvert and remains of a 20th century brick culvert were identified north east
of Echo Vale and south of South Creek (Figure 29). The culvert is still in use and acts as a bridge
allowing access over a deep gully to the northern portion of the property.
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Remains of timber bridge over South Creek (east of Richmond Road)
North-west of the steel culvert, at the southern banks of South Creek (east of Richmond Road) the
remains of a timber were located. The timber bridge may have provided access to residential
subdivisions located to the north of South Creek. The bridge is no longer in use and although relatively
deteriorated, remains structurally intact (Figure 30). A variety of 19th century cast iron bolts and modern
joinery remain intact within the structure.
Remains of timber and brick bridge and miscellaneous building material
From the South Creek Bridge, the site inspection recommenced east along the banks of South Creek
towards Eastern Creek by car. The remains of a timber and brick bridge over a shallow creek bed were
located between these two points (Figure 31). In addition, miscellaneous building material such as
corrugated iron, bricks and cement were located nearby. Both items are likely to date to the early to mid20th century.
Remains of concrete and brick structures associated with the Riverstone Dairy
The site survey recommenced east towards the northernmost portion of the study area by car and
terminated at a shallow gully to the east of South Creek and west of Eastern Creek. The inspection was
then commenced north east by foot towards the remains of the 1930-1990 dairy. A steep rise is located
between the shallow creek bed and the site of the dairy. In this location, a number of concrete footings
and foundations were identified (Figure 32). These were associated with early to mid-20th century bricks,
steel, cement and modern material such as plastic was also identified in the area.
The site inspection then continued north east, over the ridge. Here, a mid to late 20th century intact brick
building was located at MGA Zone 56 E: 0298852 N: 6273440 (Figure 33). The brick building was
associated with a series of timber enclosures spread out over a large area portion of the dairy site. The
building appears to be associated with dairying activities and the remains of a timber and corrugated iron
structure are attached to its eastern wall (Figure 34).
Remains of timber bridge associated with the Riverstone Dairy
From the site of the dairy, the site inspection recommenced west towards a shallow creek bed. Here the
remains of a timber bridge were identified (Figure 35). A number of cast iron bolts and modern joinery
have been used in the bridge’s construction and subsequent repair work.
Remains of concrete bridge over Eastern Creek, leading towards Riverstone.
From the remains of the timber bridge, the site inspection recommenced east of the dairy towards
Eastern Creek. Here the remains of the Eastern Creek Bridge, which linked Riverstone to the eastern
portion of the study area. The bridge is heavily deteriorated and consists of concrete and steel supports,
which have collapsed (Figure 36). No historical material was identified in this area.
The site inspection within the eastern portion of the study area terminated at this location and continued
south east by car towards the south-west portion of the study area.
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Figure 21. Concrete and 20th century brick
culvert located at south eastern portion of the
eastern division.

Figure 22. View south of corrugated iron sheds
and animal enclosures associated with Echo
Vale.

Figure 23. View east of early to mid-20th
century brick and fibro structure associated
with Echo Vale.

Figure 24. View south of sandstone lined drive
remains.

Figure 25. View east of St Phillips Cemetery
showing trees and timber post enclosure
associated with the church.

Figure 26. Vertical headstone associated with
St Phillips Cemetery
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Figure 27. View north west of remains of the South
Creek Bridge timber support piles.

Figure 28. Early to mid-20th century brick scatter in
south eastern portion of the study area.

Figure 29. Steel culvert located in north eastern
portion of study area.

Figure 30. Early timber bridge over South Creek, east
of Richmond Road.

Figure 31. Remains of bridge and unknown
structures along creek line in north eastern portion
of study area.

Figure 32. Remains of 20th century concrete and
brick structures associated with dairy at
northernmost portion of study area.
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Figure 33. View north of 20th century structures
associated with dairy.

Figure 34. Brick building and timber and corrugate
iron structure attached to eastern wall.

Figure 35. Remains of timber bridge along creek line Figure 36. Remains of concrete bridge over Eastern
in northernmost portion of study area
Creek, east of the dairy.

5.3.2

South-east

Modern settling ponds and site of stables, piggery and hay shed (c. 1920-1940).
The site inspection of the south-east portion of the study area commenced at Eastern Creek.
The south-east portion of the study area consists of flat, undeveloped terrain with the exception of four
settling ponds on the northern border of the division.
The four settling ponds occupy land once associated with stables, a hay shed, and a piggery identified in
1947 aerial images of the study area (Figure 15).
The area surrounding the settling ponds was enclosed with modern fencing and not accessible during
the site inspection (Figure 37 and Figure 38). Recent aerial photos clearly show the location of the
remains (likely to be concrete slabs and other associated features) therefore a site visit was not deemed
necessary considering the access issues.
The landscape associated with this portion of the study area is positioned on a grassed elevated terrace.
The elevated terrace is likely to be associated with the construction of the ponds. In addition to the
settling ponds, the area is occupied by a modern shed. No remains of the stables, piggery or hay shed
were visible during the inspection.
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Figure 37. View east towards settling ponds and
Riverstone.

5.3.3

Figure 38. View north east towards settling ponds
and modern shed.

South-east

Lytton Lane ruin
The site inspection of the south-east portion of the study area was undertaken by car.
The south-east portion of the study area is associated with large 20th century residential subdivisions.
Extensive disturbance has taken place as a result of these activities.
The south-east portion of the study area was previously identified as containing a ruin identified in Dallas
and Donlon (1988)64. The ruin was recorded as being located on Lytton Lane, between Milton and York
Road. The property is currently occupied by what appears to be a disused wrecker’s yard. The remains of
the ruin could not be seen from the road corridor and a clear view of the ground surface was impeded by
objects associated with the yard such as cars and other miscellaneous items (Figure 39).

64

Dallas, M & Donlon, D. 1988. Archaeological Survey and Site Assessment of a Portion of the Riverstone
Meatworks Property near Marsden Park, NSW. Report prepared for the Angliss Group.
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Figure 39. View of Lytton Lane property from York Road.
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Figure 40: Location of archaeological items identified during the site inspection
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6.0

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL AND SIGNIFICANCE

6.1

Assessment of archaeological potential

Archaeological potential is defined as the potential of a site to contain archaeological relics, as classified
under the Heritage Act 1977. Archaeological potential is assessed by identifying former land uses and
associated features through historical research and evaluating whether subsequent actions (either
natural or human) may have impacted on evidence for these former land uses. The potential impacts to
the study area will be discussed in Section 6.3.
This document acknowledges the difficulty of assessing the significance of potential subsurface remains,
because the assessment must rely on predicted rather than known attributes. 65 In addition, it is important
to note that the significance of an archaeological deposit cannot necessarily be assessed from desktop
analysis alone.

6.1.1

Typical remains likely to exist within the study area

The study area has been associated with continuous agricultural land use for over 200 years. In addition,
the south-east portion of the study area has been associated with large residential subdivisions from
1880 onwards. The following is a list of the typical types of archaeological remains that have been found
in similar contexts:
•

•

Structural remains associated with earlier buildings may include;
-

Footings

-

The remains of basements or underfloor storage areas

-

Early floor surfacing formed through sandstone slabs, packed earth or wooden planking

-

Deposits containing evidence of occupation including underfloor deposits and yard scatters

-

Early service lines

Other types of structures, typically found in the rear yards of early houses and generally not included
on early plans (and therefore difficult to locate within certainty), may include;

•

-

Wells

-

Cesspits

-

Rubbish pits

-

Reservoirs

-

Cisterns

-

Sheds

-

Rubbish dumps

Archaeological remains of agricultural activity, typically found but generally not included in early maps
(and therefore difficult to locate within certainty), may include:

65

NSW Heritage Branch 2009, Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’.

Page 50

Marsden Park North Precinct Redevelopment, Blacktown

-

Ephemeral remains such as fence lines and postholes which may assist with clarification of lot
boundaries and indicate the internal use of lots

•

-

Evidence for gardens, layout and use of the yard areas

-

Pollen and other soil evidence contained within soil deposits

-

Evidence of land clearing or modification

Archaeological remains associated with the St Phillips Cemetery. Remains typically found within this
context may include:

6.2

-

Ephemeral remains of fence lines and postholes around the cemetery and graves

-

Ephemeral remains of wooden grave markers

-

Remains of headstones and associated monuments

-

Remains of grave goods

-

Remains of individuals of Aboriginal and/or European descent.

-

Remains of paths and roads towards cemetery

Methodology for assessment of archaeological significance

Determining the significance of archaeological items is undertaken by utilising a system of assessment
centred on the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMOS. The principles of the charter are relevant to the
assessment, conservation and management of sites and relics. The assessment of significance is
outlined through legislation in the Heritage Act and implemented through the NSW Heritage Manual and
the Archaeological Assessment Guidelines (NSW Heritage Office 1996: 25-27). If an item meets one of
the seven heritage criteria, and retains the integrity of its key attributes, it can be considered to have
significance.
A site can be of high archaeological potential (meaning that remains are likely to be present) and yet still
not reach the threshold for local or state significance if those remains so not meet the required criteria.
The significance of an item or potential archaeological site can then be assessed as being of local or
state significance, based on a series of criteria that have been developed for assessing significance
relating to archaeological sites and their associated ‘relics’. The criteria identify a series of questions that
could be asked in relation to the item to assist in the identification of the appropriate level of significance
to be applied.
•

‘State heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct,
means significance to the state in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological,
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item.

•

‘Local heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct,
means significance to an area in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological,
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item.66

66

This section is an extract based on the Heritage Office Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites
and Relics 2009:6.
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The overall aim of assessing archaeological significance is to identify whether an archaeological
resource, deposit, site or feature is of cultural value. The assessment will result in a statement of heritage
significance that summarises the values of the place, site, resource, deposit or feature.
The heritage/archaeological significance assessment criteria are as follows:
Table 3: NSW heritage assessment criteria
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

An item is important in the course or pattern of the local area’s cultural or
natural history.
An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a person,
or group of persons, of importance in the local area’s cultural or natural
history.
An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high
degree of creative or technical achievement in the local area.
An item has strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group in the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.
An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the local area’s cultural or natural history.
An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the local
area’s cultural or natural history.
An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class
of NSWs (or the local area’s):
cultural or natural places; or
cultural or natural environments.

B – Associative
Significance
C – Aesthetic Significance
D – Social Significance
E – Research Potential
F – Rarity
G – Representative

6.2.1

Assessment of archaeological significance

In 1984, Bickford and Sullivan examined the concept and assessment of archaeological research
potential; that is, the extent to which archaeological resources can address research questions. They
developed three questions which can be used to assess the research potential of an archaeological site:

•

Can the site contribute knowledge that no other resource can?

•

Can the site contribute knowledge that no other site can?

•

Is this knowledge relevant to?
- General questions about human history?
- Other substantive questions relating to Australian history?
- Other major research questions?

In its guidelines for Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’, the NSW
Heritage Division (2009) has since provided a broader approach to assessing the archaeological
significance of sites, which includes consideration of a site’s intactness, rarity, representativeness and
whether many similar sites have already been recorded, as well as other factors. This document also
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acknowledges the difficulty of assessing the significance of potential subsurface remains, because the
assessment must rely on predicted rather than known attributes. [1]

6.3

Known impacts in the study area

In order to assess archaeological potential and significance the extent of previous subsurface
disturbance which may have impacted archaeological deposits must be understood.
The west and north-west portions of the study area have been subject to continuous agricultural use
since the early 19th century. Due to this land use, the vast majority of the area has remained
undeveloped. The land associated with the study area is subject to persistent flooding.
The south-west portion of the study area is associated with large subdivisions and small scale poultry
farms, orchards, market gardens and residential properties. This area has undergone sporadic
settlement and subdivision activity since the 1880s, with the majority taking place after 1947.
Therefore, the study area has been subject to numerous types of impacts that may have affected their
potential archaeological resources.
In order to establish the archaeological potential or degree of survival of an archaeological resource, of a
site or study area, impacts to the area need to be considered. Impacts can remove or damage
archaeological remains, lowering the potential for a development to encounter or disturb them. In
particular, modern construction and demolition activities can impact on archaeological remains. Typically,
the following issues need to be considered:
•

Bushfire activity had the potential to influence the retention of archaeological remains in particular;
archaeological remains consisting of organic material such as wood.

•

Persistent flooding activity has the potential to influence the retention of archaeological remains in
particular; archaeological remains located close to creek lines.

•

Agricultural activities such as land clearance, grazing and cultivation have the potential to influence the
retention of archaeological remains.

•

Activity associated with the construction of settling ponds has the potential to have impacted
archaeological remains associated with stables, a piggery and hay shed.

•

Modern construction impacts associated with large subdivisions in the southern portion of the study
area such as ground levelling and excavation have the potential to have impacted on archaeological
remains associated with late 19th century properties.

The precise location of impacts in the southern portion of the study area and some areas in the northern
portion of the study area are unknown.

[1]

NSW Heritage Division, 2009. Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’.
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6.4

Remains known to exist within the study area

The study area is associated with a number of items identified through statutory and non-statutory
heritage register searches, archival research, reviews of previous reports and the site inspection. These
phases, their identified items of archaeological potential and their location within the study area are:
•

•

•

1815-1880-Early land use and land grants
•

St Phillips Church and Cemetery-west

•

Toll gate and gate Keeper’s Cottage-west

•

Bridges over Eastern Creek and South Creek-west

1880-1910-subdvisions, residential occupation and a new cemetery
•

Farm House, ‘Echo Vale’-west

•

Lytton Road ruin (Essex Farms Estate)-south-east

•

Residential subdivisions-south-east

•

Bridges over Eastern Creek and South Creek-west and south-east.

1910-present-Riverstone Meatworks and further subdivisions.
•

Riverstone dairy-north-east

•

Stables, piggery and hay shed-south-east

•

Residential subdivisions-south-east

•

Concrete bridge and weir over Eastern Creek-south-east and north-east

•

Timber bridges over South Creek, shallow creek beds and gullies-west and north east

•

Brick, cement and steel culverts over shallow creek beds and gullies-west

•

Brick, cement and corrugated iron structures along creek lines-west

There is also the potential for archaeological items that cannot be identified through archival research or
site inspection to be located within the study area. A brief discussion of these general items is provided
below. A comprehensive discussion of the archaeological items known to exist in the study area will be
presented in Section 7.0.

6.5

Other potential archaeological evidence

6.5.1

Occupation Phase One-1815-1880

The earliest non–Aboriginal use of the study area is was associated with clearing of vegetation for
agricultural purposes by early exploration parties in the late 18th and early 19th century. Evidence of
these activities may include remains of tree stumps associated with vegetation clearance, diverted water
courses and crude transport routes.
Early maps and historical material suggests that once land grants were issued in the study area the
agricultural activity took place in the form of farming, cattle grazing and dairying. This occurred from the
early 19th century and was heavily influenced by the establishment of Richmond Road-which borders the
western portion of the study area.
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Archaeological evidence associated with Occupation Phase One would be ephemeral and while it may
remain in undeveloped portions of the study area the location of such remains is unknown and difficult to
predict.
There is moderate potential for archaeological remains associated with farming and early land grants
during Occupation Phase One to exist within the study area, although the location of such evidence is
unknown.

6.5.2

Occupation Phase Two-1880-1910

Residential settlement and agricultural activity in the study area during the late 19th and early 20th
century varied in regard to geographical locations. For example, the majority of the west and north east
portion of the study area remained undeveloped and continued to be used for grazing and cultivation.
However, the south-east portion of the study area-between Richmond Road, Farm Road, Park Road,
Vine Street West and Eastern Creek-was subdivided and occupied by small farms and large residential
blocks from the 1880s onwards. Archaeological remains associated with these activities may include
ephemeral remains such as footings, postholes, boundary lines. In addition, remains associated with
early buildings have the potential to exist within the area; however, their exact location and subsequent
disturbance are unknown.
There is moderate potential for archaeological remains associated with residential settlement and
agricultural use during Occupation Phase Two to exist within the study area, although the location of
such evidence is unknown.

6.5.3

Occupation Phase Three-1910-Present

The south-east portion of the study area continued to undergo further subdivisions in the mid to late 20th
century. These subdivisions were associated with poultry farms, fruit growing, grazing, orcharding and
small scale farms and market gardens. Aerial images of the study area suggest that the majority of
structures located within these large subdivisions were built after the mid-20th century. Remains
associated with early buildings have the potential to exist within the area; however, their exact location
and subsequent disturbance are unknown.
There is moderate potential for archaeological remains associated with residential settlement and
agricultural use during Occupation Phase Three to exist within the study area, although the location of
such evidence is unknown.
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7.0

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ITEMS

7.1

Introduction

The following items of archaeological potential are located within the study area. These items have been
identified through statutory and non-statutory heritage register searches, archival research, reviews of
previous reports and the site inspection. A description, assessment of archaeological potential, an
assessment of archaeological significance and a statement of significance will be provided for each item,
along with an impact assessment based on the ILP and recommendation for mitigation measures that
may be required if impacts were to occur.

7.2

Archaeological remains of St Phillip’s Church and Cemetery.

7.2.1

Description

The St Phillips Church was constructed by local residents and consecrated in 1846. 67 As there are no
obvious built remains of the church it is uncertain exactly where it was located. Presumably it was
erected in close proximity to St Phillips cemetery at the junction of South Creek and Richmond Road. In
their report, Dallas and Donlon state that the church was located to the south of the cemetery. 68
The church was severely affected by a number of floods towards the end of the 19th century and by
1887 it was closed and allowed to fall into ruin. Today there is no remaining evidence of it which is easily
discernible.69
Figure 41. View east towards St Phillips Cemetery enclosure.

67

Winsome P. Churches, Riverstone and District. Site accessed on 08.08.2014 at:
http://www.riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/greenstone//collect/localhis/index/assoc/HASH1625.dir/doc.pdf
68 Dallas, M & Donlon, D. 1988. Archaeological Survey and Site Assessment of a Portion of the Riverstone
Meatworks Property near Marsden Park, NSW. Report prepared for the Angliss Group, p. 12.
69State Heritage Inventory, database no. 5045540, available at:
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1140029, accessed 08.08.14.
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Figure 42. Headstone of Jane Lock located within St Phillips Cemetery.

7.2.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

Archaeological remains associated with these items may consist of materials such as grave goods, human
remains, timber, cast iron, stone, remains of paths and roads towards cemetery and footings. In addition,
ephemeral remains of fence lines, wooden grave markers and postholes around the cemetery and graves
may be located.
There is high archaeological potential for the remains associated with St Phillips Cemetery to exist within
the study area. In addition, there is high archaeological potential for archaeological remains associated
with St Phillips Church to exist within the area.

7.2.3

Assessment of significance

The assessment of the significance of the archaeological remains of St Phillip’s Church and Cemetery
against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 4.
Table 4: Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

The cemetery is the only easily discernible feature which remains of St
Phillips Church of England which was constructed in 1846. The church and
cemetery were built on land donated by ex-convict Charles Thompson from
Walter Lang’s original 700 acre grant. The western portion of the grant (west

Page 57

Marsden Park North Precinct Redevelopment, Blacktown

Criteria

Description
of the study area) is now associated with the State Significant Clydesdale
Estate.
The site holds a significant connection to members of the Lock family who
are known to have been baptised and/or buried in the church and cemetery.
The Lock family matriarch-Maria Lock-was the sister of Colebee, the first
Aboriginal land grantee at Richmond Road. Maria Lock was educated at the
nearby Native Institute and married Robert Lock in the first officially
sanctioned marriage between a convict and an Aboriginal woman.
Descendants of the Lock family continue to play an important role in the
Aboriginal community today. The cemetery is a rare example of a burial
ground associated with individuals of both European and Aboriginal descent.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
State significance under this criterion.

B – Associative Significance

The item is located on land which was donated by Charles Thompson Snr in
the 1840s (1784? -1871), a freed convict, originally from Birmingham.
Thompson represents a prominent merchant and landowner in the
community and purchased Clydesdale in 1819.
It is further significant for its associations with the Lock family and Aboriginal
guide Colebee, whose sister Maria Lock is said to have been buried in the
cemetery. Maria Lock was educated at the nearby Native Institute and
married Robert Lock in the first officially sanctioned marriage between a
convict and an Aboriginal woman.
Various members of the Lock family are known to have been baptised and
buried in the church and cemetery.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

C – Aesthetic Significance

Four headstones and one footstone remain within the cemetery enclosure;
however, these are largely obscured by overgrown vegetation at present and
not visible from the adjacent Richmond Road. A post and four rail fences
surround the cemetery; however, it is unclear whether these are associated
with the original cemetery enclosure. The inscribed headstone of Jane Lock,
daughter of Maria Lock, is located within the cemetery.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

D – Social Significance

Members of the Lock family are known to have been baptised and/or buried
in the church and cemetery. Descendants of the Lock family continue to play
an important role in the Aboriginal community today.
In addition, members of the Schofields-a prominent family in the suburb of
Riverstone-owned land within the study area. Descendants of the family may
live within the Riverstone and Marsden Park area today.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
State significance under this criterion.

E – Research significance

The land is likely to hold archaeological potential in accordance with the
nature of the item. The cemetery is a rare example of a burial ground
associated with individuals of both European and Aboriginal descent.
Archaeological remains of the cemetery have the potential to provide
information associated with the location of unmarked graves, number of
burials within the cemetery, and undocumented mid to late 19th century
burial practices.
In regard to St Phillips Church, there is no documentary evidence relating to
the original location of the structure. Therefore, archaeological remains of the
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Criteria

Description
church may provide valuable information associated with its position within
the landscape.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
State significance under this criterion.

F – Rarity

Although parts of Richmond Road have been periodically upgraded, the
portion of land on which the item is located appears to remain largely
undisturbed by modern development. The cemetery is a rare example of a
burial ground associated with individuals of both European and Aboriginal
descent.
In addition, members of the Lock family are known to have been baptised
and/or buried in the church and cemetery. Maria Lock the sister of Colebee,
the first Aboriginal land grantee at Richmond Road. She was educated at the
nearby Native Institute and married Robert Lock in the first officially
sanctioned marriage between a convict and an Aboriginal woman.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
State significance under this criterion.

G – Representativeness

The archaeological remains of St Phillips Church and Cemetery are
representative of rural mid-19th century church design and construction.
Archaeological items associated with the cemetery are representative of mid
to late 19th century burial practices. In addition, the cemetery represents a
rare example of a burial ground associated with individuals of both European
and Aboriginal descent.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
State significance under this criterion.

7.2.3.1

Statement of significance

Archaeological remains of the St Phillips Church and Cemetery have historical, associative, social and
research significance at a state level as they are directly associated with both the descendants of
prominent Aboriginal figure Maria Lock and the state significant Clydesdale Estate. In addition, the
remains are considered to have aesthetic significance at a local level due to extant headstones
associated with the cemetery. Maria Lock was the sister of Colebee, the first Aboriginal land grantee at
Richmond Road (the state significant Colebee and Nurragingy land grant). She was educated at the
nearby Native Institute and married Robert Lock in the first officially sanctioned marriage between a
convict and an Aboriginal woman. Descendants of the Lock family continue to play an important role in
the Aboriginal community today. Archaeological remains of the St Phillips Church and Cemetery are also
considered to be a rare example of a burial ground associated with individuals of both European and
Aboriginal descent.

7.2.4

Impact assessment

This item would not be impacted under the ILP. The area would be zoned Rural Transition.

7.2.5

Mitigation measures

Impacts to this item should be avoided and an exclusion zone retained around the item. The item is of
state significance as it is highly culturally significant to the local Aboriginal community due to its
associations with the Lock family.
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The location of the church is unknown, and it is likely that a number of unmarked graves are located in
the area. The item therefore has a high archaeological potential. Any impacts within the area of high
archaeological potential within the LEP listing as identified in Figure 44 would require a section 140
excavation permit. Conditions of this permit are likely to be an extensive archaeological excavation and
interpretation, although it is unlikely that an excavation permit would be approved for major impacts to
this area.
Figure 43: LEP listed curtilage and area of high archaeological potential – St Philips Church and
cemetery

7.3

Toll gate and gate keepers’ cottage.

7.3.1

Description

The toll gate and gate keepers’ cottage are likely to have been constructed in the early to mid-19th
century. Their exact location is unknown, however, an article published in the Sydney Morning Herald in
1912 makes particular mention of the ruin of the old toll keepers’ cottage and remains of the old toll gate
as being located just beyond the Clydesdale property. 70 It is likely that the bridge and associated items
were located along the old Richmond Road alignment, which curved 90 metres further north east than
the present Richmond Road.

70

Bath, Stewart Associates 2001, Heritage Management Plan Outline: Clydesdale, Marsden Park. p.4.
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7.3.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

The exact location of the toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage are unknown although the general area can
be estimated (Figure 45). Archaeological remains associated with the toll gate and toll keeper’s cottage
are likely to be ephemeral, consisting of post holes and the remains of footings.
There is moderate -low potential for early remains of the toll gate and gate keeper’s cottage to exist
within the study area.

7.3.3

Assessment of significance

The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keepers’
cottage against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 5.
Table 5: Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

Potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage
are likely to be associated with an early Richmond Road alignment and the
South Creek Bridge. These items are significant for their role in the early
transport network between Sydney and Parramatta. In addition, they are
likely to represent early forms of toll collection and residential structures
during the early to mid-19th century.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

B – Associative Significance

Potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage
are associated with early land owners in the study area such as Samuel
Marsden, Walter Lang and Andrew Thompson. These men played an
important role in the agricultural development of the area and Land and
Thompson are directly associated with the state significant Clydesdale
Estate.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

C – Aesthetic Significance

Potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keeper’s cottage
have the potential to represent construction methods and materials
associated with early 19th century toll gates and related structures.
However, remains associated with these structures are likely to be
ephemeral, consisting of post holes and the remains of footings. In
addition, extensive flooding along South Creek is likely to have impacted or
removed potential archaeological remains.
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this
criterion.

D – Social Significance

Potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage
are likely to have been socially significant amongst the local community of
Windsor and St Matthews parish as they provided a transport route
between Sydney and Parramatta. However, remains of the toll gate and
gate keeper’s cottage are no longer extant within the landscape and use of
the items ceased in the mid to late 19th century. Therefore, it is unlikely
that these items are socially significant amongst the local community today.
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this
criterion.
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Criteria

Description

E – Research significance

Potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage
have the potential to contribute information regarding the location of these
items, dimensions and early residential construction methods in the area.
Extensive flooding along South Creek is likely to have impacted or
removed potential archaeological remains. If remains of the items have
survived, they have potential to provide information not available in historic
resources.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

F – Rarity

Potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage
constructed in the early 19th century and represent some of the first toll
gates and gate keeper’s cottages in the colony.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

G – Representativeness

Potential archaeological remains of the toll gate and toll keepers’ cottage
are representative of early 19th century timber structures associated with
early transport methods in NSW.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

7.3.3.1

Statement of significance

The toll gate and toll keeper’s cottage have historical and associative significance at a local level. If
remains of these items were to be located, they would have the potential to provide information relating
to the location of these items, dimensions and early residential construction methods in the area at the
time. In addition, due to their early construction date, potential archaeological remains of these items
would be considered rare examples of timber structures associated with early transport methods in NSW.

7.3.4

Impact assessment

This item would not be impacted under the ILP. The area of potential within the study area would be
zoned Rural Transition.

7.3.5

Mitigation measures

As the location of the item is unknown and is likely to be located outside the study area to the west. It is
therefore recommended that implementation of an unexpected finds procedure would be appropriate.
The potential location of the item should be included in the Construction Heritage Management Plan.
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Figure 44: Estimated location of the toll gate and cottage

7.4

Archaeological remains of bridges and culverts over South Creek and
shallow creek lines and gullies.

7.4.1

Description

One cement and brick culvert (Figure 46) a steel culvert (Figure 46) and three timber bridges (Figure 47,
Figure 49 and Figure 51) are located in the west and north-east portion of the study area. Although an
approximate construction date for these items cannot be confirmed, they are likely to be associated with
20th century small scale (cattle grazing) and large scale (Riverstone Meatworks) agricultural land use in
the area.
Surviving timber bridges and culverts may represent the location of potential archaeological remains of
earlier structures that may exist within the study area.
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Figure 45. 20th century concrete and brick
culvert, north east portion of the study area.

Figure 46. Steel culvert, north east portion of
the study area.

Figure 47. Timber bridge over South Creek, east Figure 48. Detail of timber bridge over South
of Richmond Road.
Creek, east of Richmond Road.

Figure 49. Timber bridge, north eastern portion Figure 50. Detail of timber bridge, north eastern
of the study area.
portion of the study area.
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Figure 51. Timber bridge associated with Riverstone Dairy, northernmost portion of the study
area.

7.4.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

The study area contains numerous examples of intact bridges and culverts. Materials associated with
these items consist of cast iron nails, bolts, timber, steel, brick and cement. The construction dates of
these items is unknown; however they are present in 1947 aerial photographs of the study area.
In addition to these structures, there is potential for archaeological remains associated with earlier
bridges and culverts to exist within the area. Archaeological remains associated with these items may
consist of timber footings, bricks and cement.
There is moderate to high archaeological potential for remains of timber bridges and culverts to exist
within the study area.

7.4.3

Assessment of significance

The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of bridges and culverts over
South Creek and shallow creek lines and gullies against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is
outlined in Table 6.
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Table 6. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

Although approximate construction dates for the remains of bridges and
culverts are unknown, they are associated with historical land use and
have the potential to provide information relating to bridge building
techniques in the local area. In addition, they are likely to represent early
transport routes around the property.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

B – Associative Significance

The remains of bridges and culverts are associated with agricultural land
use in the study area. Timber bridges located near the site of the
Riverstone Dairy are associated with transport routes related to this
industry.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

C – Aesthetic Significance

The remains of bridges and culverts over South Creek and shallow creek
lines and gullies may represent late 19th and 20th century bridge and
culvert construction methods.
However, approximate construction dates are unknown, and they are not
considered to demonstrate important aesthetic characteristics and/or a
high degree of creative or technical achievement
The items do not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

D – Social Significance

The remains of bridges and culverts are socially significant in regard to
their association with transport routes to and from the study area. In
addition, timber bridges associated with the Riverstone Dairy are
considered to be socially significant within the local community due to the
importance of the Riverstone Meatworks during the 20th century.
There is no evidence to suggest that the items are significant amongst the
local community today.
The items do not meet the significance threshold under this criterion

E – Research significance

The remains of bridges and culverts are common items associated with
rural properties in the NSW area. Because their relevance within the
landscape is known and their construction methods are not considered to
demonstrate technical or creative achievements, these items are not
considered to have research significance.
The items do not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

F – Rarity

The remains of bridges and culverts are common items associated with
rural properties in the NSW area.
The items do not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

G – Representativeness

The remains of bridges and culverts are representative of common early
and late forms of transport methods within rural properties in the NSW
area.
The items do not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

7.4.3.1

Statement of significance

The remains of culverts and timber bridges within the study area have historical and associative
significance at a local level due to their relationship with agricultural land use in the area. Archaeological
remains and surviving structures have the potential to provide valuable information regarding changes in
construction methods over time and early transport routes around the property.
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7.4.4

Impact assessment

It is unlikely these items would be impacted under the ILP. The land along South Creek would be zoned
Environmental Conservation or Rural Transition.

7.4.5

Mitigation measures

If remains of bridges and culverts are to be impacted, they should be recorded in compliance with the
New South Wales Heritage Division Archival Recording guidelines (1998). 71. As remains of these items
are considered to be significant at a local level, a photographic record should be undertaken prior to their
removal.
If subsurface remains of former crossings are located during works, the Unexpected Finds Procedure
should be implemented. Further investigation may then be required. Note that remains of bridges and
culverts would not be classified as relics under the NSW Heritage Act 1977, therefore Excavation
Permits would not be required.

7.5

Archaeological remains of early bridge structures and a concrete bridge
and two concrete weirs over Eastern Creek, leading towards Riverstone.

7.5.1

Description

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern Creek are associated with the
former Riverstone Meatworks paddocks (Figure 52). The items are likely to have been constructed in the
early to mid-20th century and the concrete bridge is in a deteriorated state. There is potential for earlier
forms of overland crossings to exist in the area.

71

NSW Heritage Office, 1998. How to Prepare Archival Records of Heritage Items.
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Figure 52. Remains of concrete bridge and weir over Eastern Creek, leading towards Riverstone.
View east.

7.5.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

The remains of the concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern Creek are still extant within the
landscape however they have the potential to be associated with earlier archaeological remains
associated with land use and the Riverstone Meatworks. Remains may include early road surfaces and
remains of post holes and other items associated with earlier bridges. Extensive flooding associated with
Eastern Creek is likely to have impacted on archaeological remains associated with these items.
However, the intactness of the concrete bridge and weir suggest that later remains are likely to have
survived in the area.
There is low to moderate potential for remains of bridge structures and items associated with early land
use and the Riverstone Meatworks to exist within the area.

7.5.3

Assessment of significance

The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of a concrete bridge and two
concrete weirs over Eastern Creek, leading towards Riverstone against the NSW heritage assessment
criteria is outlined in Table 7.
Table 7. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria.
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern
Creek, leading towards Riverstone is associated with 20th century transport
methods associated with the Riverstone Meatworks and Riverstone Dairy
(located in the study area). The bridge is likely to have provided a transport
route for produce between the 1920s and 1990s. The bridge is no longer in
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Criteria

Description
use and is in a deteriorated condition. In their report, Urbis (2008) state
remains of the concrete bridge and weirs assist in understanding the pattern
of land use on the site.72
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of
local significance under this criterion.

B – Associative Significance

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern
Creek, leading towards Riverstone is associated with 20th century transport
methods associated with the Riverstone Meatworks and Riverstone Dairy
(located in the study area). The Riverstone Meatworks played an important
role in the growth of Riverstone but as the Meatworks and Dairy sites are
assessed as not meeting the threshold for local significance the associative
significance of this item is also assessed as not meeting this threshold.
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

C – Aesthetic Significance

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern
Creek, leading towards Riverstone is associated with 20th century building
materials such as cement and steel. The item is not considered to
demonstrate important aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of
creative or technical achievement
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

D – Social Significance

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern
Creek, leading towards Riverstone is associated with 20th century transport
methods associated with the Riverstone Meatworks and Riverstone Dairy
(located in the study area). The Riverstone Meatworks played an important
role in the growth of Riverstone.
The Riverstone Meatworks acted as a significant employer in the area.
There is no evidence to suggest that the concrete bridge and two concrete
weirs hold social significance amongst the community today.
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

E – Research significance

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern
Creek, leading towards Riverstone is associated with mid to late 20th century
construction methods and materials. In their report, Urbis (2008) state that
these items may have research potential in regard to construction methods
and materials available at the time of construction.73
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

F – Rarity

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern
Creek, leading towards Riverstone is associated with mid to late 20th century
construction methods and materials. The item is not considered to
demonstrate technical or creative achievements and is therefore not
considered to have research significance.
20th century bridges are common items associated with rural properties in
the NSW area. The bridge is no longer in use and is in a deteriorated
condition.
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

G – Representativeness

The remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs over Eastern
Creek, leading towards Riverstone is representative of common forms of
transport methods within rural properties in the NSW area. It is considered to
represent typical forms of mid to late 20th century construction methods and
materials.

72
73

Urbis, 2008. Riverstone West Heritage Assessment. Report prepared for the North West Transport Hub, p. 48.
Urbis, 2008. Riverstone West Heritage Assessment. Report prepared for the North West Transport Hub, p. 49.
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Criteria

Description
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.

7.5.3.1

Statement of significance

The archaeological remains of a concrete bridge leading towards Riverstone are considered to have
historical and associative significance at a local level. However, the item is not considered to represent a
rare form of bridge or weir construction, and has not been assessed as containing social, aesthetic or
research significance. In addition, the bridge is not representative of a class of cultural or social
significance. Any archaeological remains of former crossing are also likely to have significance at a local
level.

7.5.4

Impact assessment

It is unlikely these items would be impacted under the ILP. The land along Eastern Creek would be
zoned Environmental Conservation or Rural Transition.

7.5.5

Mitigation measures

If remains of a concrete bridge and two concrete weirs are to be impacted, they should be recorded in
compliance with the New South Wales Heritage Division Archival Recording guidelines (1998). 74. As
remains of these items are considered to be significant at a local level, a photographic record should be
prepared prior to their removal.
If buried remains of former crossings are located during works, the unexpected finds procedure should
be implemented. Further investigation may then be required. Note that remains of bridges and culverts
would not be classified as relics under the NSW Heritage Act 1977, therefore Excavation Permits would
not be required.

7.6

Archaeological remains of late 19th-early 20th century farm, Echo Vale
and sandstone lined driveway

7.6.1

Description

Reference to a late 19th-early 20th century farm located opposite the entrance of the Clydesdale Estate
is made in a local history of the Shields Family for the Riverstone Historical Society by Clarrie Neal. .A
construction date for the farm is unknown; however, the farm house was occupied by Steve Shields and
his wife Elsie Shields from 1901 to 1906.75 A description of the Shields’ and their Richmond Road
property is as follows:
‘The history of the Shields family in Riverstone began when Albert Ernest, better known as ‘Steve’
Shields, married Elsie Florence Davis on the 7th October 1901. Steve (1877-1948), had lived with his
parents on a farm on the Lowlands at Richmond, and Elsie (1883-1982) had lived with her parents, Fred
and Elizabeth Davis on the corner of George Street and Bell Street in Windsor. They first lived on the
farm on the Richmond Road opposite the entrance to Clydesdale; St. Phillips church and its cemetery
74
75

NSW Heritage Office, 1998. How to Prepare Archival Records of Heritage Items.
Pers. Comm. Ronnie Shileds, 2/03/2015.
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were located nearby. Elsie was employed at Clydesdale to do the washing and ironing and continued to
do so when George Kiss took over in 1904.’76
The farm house is likely to have been located in front of the present Echo Vale homestead (Figure 53)
and burnt down soon after it was sold by the Shields in 1906. The farm house was described as a large
weatherboard house surrounded by a large veranda.77 A crushed sandstone driveway led from the
original Richmond Road alignment over a hill towards the house. 78 A sandstone lined drive way leading
from Richmond Road towards Echo Vale was identified during the site inspection and is likely to be
associated with the Riverstone Dairy (c1920) and/or the farm house (Figure 54). The driveway is no
longer is use and sandstone is well worn and smooth. Echo Vale is currently associated with modern
structures, however evidence of early 20th century sheds and outbuildings survive on the property today
(Figure 55).
Figure 53. Proposed location of archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th
century farm (yellow overlay). Study area outlined in red. Source. Google Earth, 2015.

76

Neal, C. 2003. The Shields Family. Accessed online on 25/02/2014 at:
http://www.riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/greenstone//collect/localhis/index/assoc/HASH27c8.dir/doc.pdf
77 Pers. Comm. Ronnie Shileds, 2/03/2015.
78 Pers. Comm. Ronnie Shileds, 2/03/2015.
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Figure 54. Sandstone lined driveway, view west towards Richmond Road.

Figure 55. View south west towards corrugated iron sheds and stock pens associated with Echo
Vale. Note. The location of the late 19th-early 20th century farm is unknown.
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7.6.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

Archaeological remains associated with the late 19th –early 20th century farm near Echo Vale are likely
to consist of footings, foundations, occupational deposits, wells, cesspits, rubbish pits, cisterns and
sheds. In addition, ephemeral remains such as fence lines and postholes may exist in the area. The area
associated with the present day Echo Vale property has undergone modern development; however, the
extent of this development is unknown. Although the exact location of the 19th-20th century farm house
is unknown, it is likely that it was located near or in the same location as Echo Vale.
There is moderate potential for archaeological remains of the late 19th to early 20th century farm house
to survive within this location.

7.6.3

Assessment of significance

The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of a late 19th-20th century farm
house associated with Echo Vale against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 10.
Table 8. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria.
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

Archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
house near Echo Vale may provide information regarding early residential
settlement in Marsden Park, along Richmond Road. The farm was occupied by
Steve and Elsie Shields in 1902 until sometime around 1906. Elsie worked at
the adjacent property, Clydesdale. The Shields family remain prominent
figures within the area today.
The potential remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
meet the threshold of local significance under this criterion.
Archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
house near Echo Vale have are not considered to reach the threshold of
associative significance within the study area due to the Shield’s family being
predominantly associated with a later dwelling located to the south of the study
area on Garfield Road West.
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.
As the archaeological remains of the former farm house are not easily
discernible they are assessed as having a low aesthetic significance.
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.
Archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
house near Echo Vale may have some social significance amongst
descendants of the Shields family, many of whom remain in the Marsden Park
area today. However, the Shield’s occupied the house for a short period of time
before moving to 180 Garfield Road, of which they are strongly associated.79
The item does not meet the significance threshold under this criterion.
Archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
near Echo Vale have the potential to yield information relating to the
construction, design, and location of the farm house and the early occupation
of the site. Remains of cesspits and rubbish dumps may provide information
associated with late 19th-early 20th century residential occupation in the area.

B – Associative
Significance

C – Aesthetic Significance

D – Social Significance

E – Research Potential

79

Neal, C. 2003. The Shields Family. Site accessed on 11/9/2014 at:
http://www.riverstonehistoricalsociety.org.au/greenstone//collect/localhis/index/assoc/HASH27c8.dir/doc.pdf
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Criteria

F – Rarity

G – Representative

Description
The potential remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
meet the threshold of local significance under this criterion.
Archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
near Echo Vale are considered to be a common example of an early farm and
residence located in surrounding areas such as Riverstone and Schofields.
There are a number of similar examples of such dwellings in these areas such
as Clive Cottage (53 Lytton Road, West Riverstone), a 1900 weatherboard
dwelling (169 Garfield Road East), House and Slab Cottage (180 Garfield
Road West, Riverstone), Hebe Farm (14 Bridge Street, Schofields) and
Redgate Farm (20 Farm Road, Riverstone). 80 However, there are few
examples of late 19th -early 20th century farm houses or residential dwelling
located within the suburb of Marsden Park, along Richmond Road.
The potential remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
meet the threshold of local significance under this criterion.
Archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
near Echo Vale are representative of early farming and residential properties
associated with late 19th –early 20th century settlement along Richmond
Road, Marsden Park.
The potential remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm
meet the threshold of local significance under this criterion.

7.6.3.1 Statement of significance
Archaeological remains of a late 19th-early 20th century farm, near Echo Vale have historical
significance at a local level due to their association with the Shields family and early residential
settlement in the area. The potential remains of the house are considered to be a rare example of a late
19th-early 20th century residential farming property located along Richmond Road, Marsden Park.
Archaeological remains associated with a late 19th-early 20th century farm near Echo Vale have the
potential to provide information associated with late 19th-early 20th century residential occupation in the
area.

7.6.4

Impact assessment

This item, along with the sandstone lined driveway would be impacted under the ILP. The area would be
zoned Commercial and it is expected bulk earthworks in the area of archaeological potential would be
required.

7.6.5

Mitigation measures

Although the exact location of the 19th-20th century farm house is unknown, it is likely that it was located
near or in the same location as Echo Vale. It is therefore recommended that a detailed Archaeological
Assessment and Research Design is prepared prior to impacts. If the Archaeological Assessment and
Research Design finds that relics are likely to be impacted a section 140 Excavation Permit would be
required which may conditions archaeological investigation.

80

Historical Sites of Blacktown, 2005. Index of Historical Sites: Riverstone and Rouse Hill. Site accessed on
14/2/2014 at: http://www.estes-eastes.org/history/rivo.html
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7.7

Structural remains along a shallow creek, west of Riverstone Dairy.

7.7.1

Description

In the 1920s, a dairy (c1920-1990) was established on Marsden’s original 1000 acre grant, at the
northernmost portion of the study area. The dairy was severely affected by floods in the 1990s and
abandoned soon after. Today the site is associated with a number of ruins located to the west of the
main dairy site. These consist of bricks, cement and steel and corrugated iron and are located on the
eastern side of a shallow creek bed (Figure 56, 57 and 58)
Figure 56. Brick, corrugated iron and steel building remains.
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Figure 57. Detail of brick associated with brick iron and steel building remains.

Figure 58. 20th century brick located within shallow creek bed near brick iron and steel building
remains.
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7.7.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

The majority of the structural remains located along a shallow creek west of the Riverstone Dairy site
consist of above ground deposits. These provide an example of materials likely to be associated with
similar structures within the study area. Extensive flooding in the area may have disturbed associated
potential archaeological remains in the area.
Due to the survival of above ground remains along the shallow creek bed, the likelihood that below
ground deposits associated with these structures to have survived is high.
There is high archaeological potential for archaeological remains associated with structures located
along a shallow creek bed to have survived within the study area.

7.7.3

Assessment of significance

The structural remains along shallow creek, west of Riverstone Dairy are not considered to be significant
at a local level. The remains are typical of a 20th century structure located within a rural landscape. In
addition, there is no clear relationship between the structural remains and the Riverstone Dairy.

7.7.4

Impact assessment

This item would not be impacted under the ILP. The area would be zoned Rural Transition.

7.7.5

Mitigation measures

No mitigation measures are required.

7.8

Archaeological remains, Riverstone Dairy.

7.8.1

Description

The Riverstone Dairy was established in the study area during the 1920s. The dairy was severely
affected by floods in the 1990s and abandoned soon afterwards. The dairy was associated with the
adjacent Riverstone Meatworks and 1947 aerial photographs suggest that it consisted of over six built
structures and was accessible from Riverstone via a bridge over Eastern Creek. In addition, a smaller
bridge located over a shallow creek line to the west linked the dairy to the western portion of the study
area-. These bridges are still extant in the study area. To the west of the dairy, at the bottom of a steep
ridge line, a number of concrete footings and bricks were identified during the site inspection (Figure 59
and Figure 60
In addition, a number of landscape modifications (Figure 61), stock pens, one intact structure (Figure 62)
and circular foundations (Figure 63), were located at the top of this ridge line, in the same location as
aerial photographs place the dairy.
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Figure 59. Cement foundations and bricks associated with Riverstone Dairy.

Figure 60 Cement foundations and bricks associated with Riverstone Dairy.
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Figure 61. Evidence of landscape modifications associated with the Riverstone Dairy.

Figure 62. View north east towards remains of the Riverstone Dairy.
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Figure 63. Remains of tanks associated with Riverstone Dairy.

7.8.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

Many of the remains associated with the Riverstone Dairy are in the present in the form of surface
remains. Remains located to the west of the dairy, below the steep ridge line, are located within a flood
prone area. Remains located beyond the ridgeline-to the east-are located on higher ground yet are still in
a flood prone area. Due to the survival of these above ground remains, it is likely that remains associated
with other dairy structures may have survived.
There is high archaeological potential for remains of the Riverstone Dairy to exist within the study area.

7.8.3

Assessment of significance

The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone
Dairy against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 9.
Table 9. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria.
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

The Riverstone Dairy was established in the 1920s and is associated with the
Riverstone Meatworks.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The Riverstone Dairy is associated with the Riverstone Meatworks but does
not have particular associative significance with a prominent individual or
group.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.

B – Associative
Significance

Page 80

Marsden Park North Precinct Redevelopment, Blacktown

Criteria

Description

C – Aesthetic Significance

The Riverstone Dairy is a typical example of an early 19th to late 20th century
dairy. Structures are likely to have been built using modern materials such as
brick, cement and corrugated iron. There is no documentary evidence to
suggest whether structures associated with the dairy demonstrated a of high
degree creative or technical achievement.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The Riverstone Dairy is not likely to hold strong or special associations with
past and present members of the local community.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The Riverstone Dairy has the potential to yield information relating to 20th
century dairying practices in rural NSW, although this information is readily
available through documentary evidence.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The Riverstone Dairy is not considered to possess uncommon, rare or
endangered aspects of the local area’s cultural or natural history. The dairy is
likely to be typical of early to late 20th century items of this type. By the 1890s
large scale dairies were a common item in NSW.81
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The Riverstone Dairy demonstrates typical characteristics of early to late 20 th
century dairies in NSW and the local area.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.

D – Social Significance
E – Research Potential

F – Rarity

G – Representative

7.8.3.1

Statement of significance

The remains of the Riverstone Dairy are assessed as unlikely to meet the threshold of local significance.

7.8.4

Impact assessment

This item would not be impacted under the ILP. The area would be zoned Environmental Conservation or
Rural Transition.

7.8.5

Mitigation measures

No mitigation measures required.

7.9

Archaeological remains, stables, piggery and hay shed (c. 1920-1990)

7.9.1

Description

Potential archaeological remains of a complex of farm buildings including stables, a piggery and hay shed
have been identified as being located north of today’s Farm Road. The stables housed draft horses in the
1920s and 1930s and work horses associated with the Riverstone Meatworks in the 1940s (Figure 64). A
piggery and hay shed occupied the same area in the early 20th century. The hay shed is said to have
burnt down in the 1940s. The area is currently occupied by four settling ponds, slightly west of the early
structures (Figure 65).
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Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2004. The Australian Dairy Industry. Site accessed on 16/09/2014 at:
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/1301.0Feature%20Article182004?opendocument&tabna
me=Summary&prodno=1301.0&issue=2004&num=&view=
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Figure 64. 1947 aerial photograph or stables, piggery and hay shed. Source. Blacktown City
Council.
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Figure 65. 2014 satellite image of area originally occupied by stables, piggery and hay shed, now
settling ponds. Source. Six Maps.

7.9.2

Assessment of archaeological potential

The archaeological remains of stables, a piggery and hay shed are likely to consist of footings,
foundations, pots holes and materials such as timber, brick, cement and corrugated iron. The
approximate location of the items is known, and structures can be seen in 1947 aerial photographs of the
study area. The hay shed is said to have burnt down in the 1940s.
Today the area once occupied by the structures is associated with four settling ponds, located slightly to
the west. Impacts associated with the construction of the settling ponds are unknown. Remains of the
stables, piggery and hay shed may survive to the east of the ponds, where subsurface impacts are likely
to have been less severe.
There is no potential for archaeological remains of the stables piggery and hay shed to survive in the
area directly occupied by four settling ponds.
There is moderate potential for archaeological remains of the stables piggery and hay shed to survive in
the area east of the settling ponds.

7.9.3

Assessment of significance

The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of stables, piggery and hay shed
against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 10.
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Table 10. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria.
Criteria

Description

A – Historical Significance

The stables, piggery and hay shed were established in the 1920s and are
associated with agricultural and pastoral practices in the local area at the time.
There is no evidence to suggest that the items played an important role in the
course or pattern of the local area’s cultural or natural history.
The items do not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The stables, piggery and hay shed are not likely to have special associations
with prominent individuals or groups.
The items do not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The stables, piggery and hay shed are likely to represent typical aesthetic
characteristics associated with early to mid-20th century stables, piggeries and
hay sheds. There is no evidence to suggest that the items were considered to
have demonstrated a of high degree creative or technical achievement.
The items do not meet the threshold under this criterion.
There is no evidence that the stables, piggery and hay shed have social
significance to the local community.
The items do not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The stables, piggery and hay shed have the potential to yield information
regarding early 20th century pastoral activities associated with piggeries and
stables. However, it is unlikely that similar information could not be found in
other, surviving items of this type, or from historical research.
The items do not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The stables, piggery and hay shed are unlikely to possess uncommon, rare or
endangered aspects of the local area’s cultural or natural history. Agricultural
and pastoral practices increased during the early 20th century thanks to
technological advances and it is likely that many items of this type survive
today. 82
The items do not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The stables, piggery and hay shed are likely to represent typical examples of
29th century stables, piggeries and hay sheds in the local area.
The items do not meet the threshold under this criterion.

B – Associative
Significance
C – Aesthetic Significance

D – Social Significance

E – Research Potential

F – Rarity

G – Representative

7.9.3.1

Statement of significance

The remains of the stables, piggery and hay shed are assessed as unlikely to meet the threshold of local
significance.

7.9.4

Impact assessment

This item would be impacted under the ILP. The area is zoned Low Density Housing and it is assumed
bulk earthworks would be required prior to development.
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Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2004. The Australian Dairy Industry. Site accessed on 16/09/2014 at:
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/1301.0Feature%20Article182004?opendocument&tabna
me=Summary&prodno=1301.0&issue=2004&num=&view=
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7.9.5

Mitigation measures

No mitigation measures required as the item is unlikely to meet the threshold of local significance.

7.10 Archaeological remains of ruin, Lytton Lane.
7.10.1 Description
The possible remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane were mentioned in a newspaper article dated 1887
and an archaeological assessment of the northern portion of the study area conducted in 1988 (Figure
13). Although the remains of the ruin were not located during the site inspection, and their approximate is
considered to be on Lytton Lane, between Milton Road and York Road, Marsden Park. They have the
potential to provide information regarding the early residential settlement in the area. No description of
the ruin has been found.

7.10.2 Assessment of archaeological potential
The archaeological remains of the Lytton Lane ruin are likely to consist of footings, postholes,
foundations and possibly brick and/or sandstone. Its approximate location, construction material and
impacts within the area are unknown. The ruin is likely to have been constructed prior to 1887 and was
located within the Essex Farm Estate, which was subdivided and sold off in the 1880s. Properties
associated with Lytton Road have undergone various subsurface impacts during the 20th century, with
the suspected property associated with the ruin currently being used as a small scale wrecker’s yard.
There is moderate archaeological potential for remains of the Lytton Lane ruin to survive within the study
area.

7.10.3 Assessment of significance
The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane
against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 11.
Table 11. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria.
Criteria
A – Historical Significance

B – Associative
Significance
C – Aesthetic Significance

Description
The archaeological remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane are likely to
represent a late 19th century residential structure in Marsden Park. Its locationwithin the Essex Farms Estate suggests it may be one of the first structures
built within this early Marsden Park subdivision.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of local
significance under this criterion.
The ruin located on Lytton Lane does not have strong associations with a
person, or groups of persons, of importance in the local area.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The archaeological remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane have the potential
to demonstrate building practices, construction materials and designs
associated with a 19th century residential structures in the area. There is no
evidence to suggest that the house demonstrated a of high degree creative or
technical achievement. Remains of the structure are likely to represent only a
small aspect of the previous structure.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
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Criteria
D – Social Significance

E – Research Potential

F – Rarity

G – Representative

Description
The archaeological remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane are unlikely to
hold a strong or special association with the local community due to the age of
the item and lack of information relating to it.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
The archaeological remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane have the potential
to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the local area’s
cultural history relating to early residential occupation in the area. This
information may not be available within the historical record.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of local
significance under this criterion.
The archaeological remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane are not
considered to be associated with a rare form of residential structure within the
local area.
The item does not meet the threshold under this criterion.
An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of the first
subdivisions and residential structures located within the study area. However,
similar items are likely to be common in the greater Blacktown and NSW area.
Archaeological remains have the potential to meet the threshold of local
significance under this criterion.

7.10.3.1 Statement of significance
The archaeological remains of a ruin located on Lytton Lane are considered to have some historical, and
research significance at a local level. The ruin has the potential to provide information associated with
late 19th century residential structures associated with one of the first subdivisions in the study area.

7.10.4 Impact assessment
This item would not be impacted under the ILP. The area is zoned Environmental Conservation and
Rural Transition.

7.10.5 Mitigation measures
No mitigation measures required. If the area was to be impacted and Archaeological Assessment and
Research Design would be prepared which would recommend whether an Excavation Permit was
required.

7.11 Archaeological remains of the Riverstone General Cemetery (SHI item no.
1140090)83
7.11.1 Description
The Riverstone Cemetery is located on Garfield Road West, Riverstone. The cemetery comprises an
area of approximately six hectares, segmented by religion or non-sectarian sections. The largest
sections include the Catholic and Anglican, with additional sections for Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat Islam,
Jewish, Methodist, Presbyterian and Muslim burials. The cemetery was established in 1892, and the first
83

The majority of this assessment was taken from the Blacktown City Council Heritage Inventory sheet for the
Riverstone Cemetery compiled by Fiona Binns (Urbis Pty Ltd), 2014.
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burial took place in 1894. There are a number of early 20th century and late 19th century headstones
including remains of noted local pioneering families.

7.11.2 Assessment of archaeological potential
The Riverstone Cemetery is a typical example of a late 19th century local cemetery that has been
subject to continuous use since 1894. Archaeological remains associated with the cemetery are likely to
consist of materials such as grave goods, human remains and evidence of late 19th up to 21st century
burial practices.
There is high archaeological potential for archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone
Cemetery to survive within the study area.

7.11.3 Assessment of significance
The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of The Riverstone Cemetery
against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 12.
Table 12. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria.
Criteria
A – Historical Significance

B – Associative
Significance

C – Aesthetic Significance

D – Social Significance

E – Research Potential

F – Rarity

Description
The Riverstone Cemetery was established in 1894 and has been subject to
continuous use since that time. The cemetery houses the burials of a number
of local residents from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The cemetery
therefore meets the criterion for historical significance.
Archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone Cemetery meet
the threshold of local significance under this criterion.
The SHI listing for the Riverstone Cemetery states that it contains the burials of
a number of the descendants of the early settlers and landowners of the local
area. The cemetery therefore has some association with the lives of a group of
persons that are considered to be of importance in the local area’s history.
Archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone Cemetery meet
the threshold of local significance under this criterion.
The Riverstone Cemetery is a typical example of a local cemetery dating from
the late 19th century and contains a mixture of late 19th and 20th century
headstones and monuments, none of which are considered to be of
outstanding aesthetic quality or significance
Archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone Cemetery do not
meet the threshold under this criterion.
The SHI listing for the Riverstone Cemetery states that it contains the burials of
a number of the descendants of the early settlers and landowners of the local
area and is associated with the local pioneering families the cemetery has also
been in continuous use since it was established.
Archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone Cemetery meet
the threshold of local significance under this criterion.
The Riverstone Cemetery is a typical example of a late 19 century local
cemetery that has been subject to continuous use. It is unlikely that further
investigation of the cemetery would yield any new or substantial information or
knowledge regarding the local history of the area. The cemetery primarily
contains information that is available from other sources.
Archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone Cemetery do not
meet the threshold under this criterion.
The Riverstone Cemetery is a typical example of a late 19th century local
cemetery that has been subject to continuous use.
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Criteria

G – Representative

Description
Archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone Cemetery do not
meet the threshold under this criterion.
Riverstone Cemetery is a representative example of a late 19th century local
cemetery that is still in use today.
Archaeological remains associated with the Riverstone Cemetery meet
the threshold of local significance under this criterion.

7.11.3.1 Statement of significance
‘The Riverstone Cemetery was established in 1894 and has been subject to continuous use since that
time. The cemetery houses the burials of a number of local residents from the late 19 centuries, some of
which are believed to be the descendants of early settlers and landowners of the local area. The
cemetery therefore meets the criteria for historical, associative and social significance.
The Riverstone Cemetery is a typical example of a late 19th century local cemetery that has been
subject to continuous use. It is unlikely that further investigation of the cemetery would yield any new or
substantial information or knowledge regarding the local history of the area; the cemetery primarily
contains information that is available from other sources. The cemetery is therefore not considered to be
rare or to meet the criteria for research potential. It is, however, considered to be representative.
The cemetery is a typical example of a local cemetery dating from the late 19 century and contains a
mixture of late 19th and 20th century headstones and monuments, none of which are considered to be of
outstanding aesthetic quality or significance. The cemetery therefore does not meet the criterion for
aesthetic significance.’84

7.11.4 Impact assessment
This item would not be impacted under the ILP. The area would be zoned Special Use.

7.11.5 Mitigation measures
Impacts to this item should be avoided and an exclusion zone retained around the item.

84

Urbis, 2014. Non-Indigenous Heritage Assessment, Marsden Park North: Historic Built Heritage Assessment.
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Figure 66. View east of Riverstone Cemetery today

7.12 Archaeological remains of an early alignment of Richmond Road
7.12.1 Description
Richmond Road is one of the earliest transport routes in NSW and acted as a major route connecting
Richmond to Prospect and Parramatta to Sydney. Richmond Road acted as an unformed track until 1816
when the road was upgraded using convict labour. In 1822 the road was again upgraded, this time using
the newly developed road building method known as Macadam. The alignment of the road remained the
same until the 1980s when a small section of the road associated with South Creek was moved 90
metres to the west. A 1947 aerial photograph of the study area shows the earlier alignment of Richmond
Road was located near the north western boundary of the study area. This suggests that remains of the
earlier alignment may be present within the area (Figure 67).
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Figure 67. 1947 aerial photograph showing pre-1980 alignment of Richmond Road (indicated by
arrow). Post 1980 Richmond Road alignment is indicated by green line, study area boundary
outlined in red. Source. Blacktown City Council.

7.12.2 Assessment of archaeological potential
The study area lies to the east of the present day Richmond Road alignment (1980). An earlier alignment
of Richmond Road is located near the north western boundary of the study area, although its
approximate location is unknown. Remains of the early Richmond Road alignment may consist of earlier
road surfaces, drains and culverts. The earlier alignment is located to the north of South Creek, and
potential remains of the pre-1980 alignment are likely to have been disturbed by flooding.
There is low to moderate archaeological potential for remains of an early alignment of Richmond Road to
exist within the study area.

7.12.3 Assessment of significance
The assessment of the significance of potential archaeological remains of an early alignment of
Richmond Road against the NSW heritage assessment criteria is outlined in Table 13.
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Table 13. Consideration against NSW heritage assessment criteria.
Criteria
A – Historical Significance

B – Associative
Significance

C – Aesthetic Significance

D – Social Significance

E – Research Potential

Description
The potential remains of an early alignment of Richmond Road represent an
early example of the transport network between Sydney and Parramatta. In
addition, Richmond Road is associated with Governor Macquarie’s early road
upgrades, and one of the first uses of ‘Macadam’ road construction.
Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road meet the threshold of local significance under this
criterion.
The potential remains of an early alignment of Richmond Road are associated
with Governor Macquarie and William Cox. Cox was an important colonial
figure in early NSW and commissioned to supervise the construction of the
road over the Blue Mountains.85
Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road meet the threshold of local significance under this
criterion.
The potential remains of an early alignment of Richmond Road are associated
with an early track established in 1816. The road was upgraded in 1819 and
again 1822. The latter of the upgrades involved a new road building technique
known as ‘macadam’, consisting of layers of broken stone laid on a convex,
well drained earth base.86 This form of road building is characteristic of early
road building techniques unique to this period.87
Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road meet the threshold of local significance under this
criterion.
There is no evidence to suggest that Richmond Road has a strong or special
association with the local Marsden Park or broader NSW community.
Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road do not meet the threshold under this criterion.
Archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of Richmond Road
have the potential to contribute information regarding technical information
associated with early forms of road construction such as methods and
materials.
Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road meet the threshold of local significance under this
criterion.

F – Rarity

Archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of Richmond Road
represents one of the roads in the colony. In addition, Richmond Road
represents an early example of ‘macadam’ roads built at the time.
Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road meet the threshold of local significance under this
criterion.

G – Representative

Archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of Richmond Road
are representative of early 19th century transport routes and construction
methods in NSW.
Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road meet the threshold of local significance under this
criterion.
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Godden Mackay Logan PTY LTD, 2011. Richmond Road upgrade from Bells Creek Bridge to Vine Street, Marsden
Park: Non-Indigenous heritage assessment and heritage impact statement. Addendum report prepared for prepared
for APP Corporation PTY LTD, p. 30.
86 Ibid. p. 30.
87 Ibid. p. 30.
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7.12.3.1 Statement of significance
Richmond Road was one of the earliest roads established in NSW and played an important role in
connecting Richmond to Prospect and Sydney to Parramatta. The road is associated with upgrades
made instrumental by Governor Macquarie and William Cox and utilised a new system of road building
known as ‘macadam’ in 1822. Potential archaeological remains associated with an early alignment of
Richmond Road are considered to have historical, associate and aesthetic significance and are
representative of early transport routes and construction methods in NSW. In addition, remains of
Richmond Road are a rare example of early forms of road building and have the potential to provide
information relating to these activities.

7.12.4 Impact assessment
This item may be impacted by construction of a road along the western edge of the precinct.

7.12.5 Mitigation measures
The potential location of the item should be included in the Construction Heritage Management Plan. If
remains are uncovered the unexpected finds procedure should be implemented. Note that remains of the
former road would not be classified as relics under the NSW Heritage Act, therefore a s140 Excavation
Permit would not be required.

7.13 Summary of archaeological items
Table 14 lists all archaeological items discussed in this report that are located within the study area and
summarises opportunities and constraints. Figure 66 shows the location of archaeological items within
the study area.
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Table 14: Summary of archaeological items, impacts and mitigation
Item

Listing

Archaeological
potential

Potential
archaeological
significance

Impacts under ILP

Management
and mitigation

Remains
associated
with early
farming
practices and
subdivision
St Philips
Church and
Cemetery

N/A

Low

Local

Potential impacts
were remains are
located

CHMP and
Unexpected finds
procedure

BLEP
2015

High

State

No impacts

Remains of toll
house and gate
keepers’
cottage
Culverts and
timber bridges
over shallow
creek lines and
gullies and
potential
former
crossings

N/A

Moderate to
Low

Local

Impacts unlikely,
location likely to be
outside ILP area

Conserve item.
Development of ILP
Opportunity for
interpretation
Construction
Exclusion zone
retained
CHMP and
Construction
Unexpected finds
procedure

N/A

High

Local

No impacts

None required
Archival
recording if
impacts were to
occur

Prior to development
works commencing. After
DA approval.

Concrete
bridge and
weir, Eastern
Creek and
potential

N/A

High

Local

No impacts

None required
Archival
recording if
impacts were to
occur

Prior to development
works commencing. After
DA approval.
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Item

former
crossings
Remains of
late 19th-early
20th century
farm, near
Echo Vale

Listing

Archaeological
potential

Potential
archaeological
significance

Impacts under ILP

Management
and mitigation

Proposed
commencement of
mitigation and
management measures

N/A

Moderate

Local

Direct impacts

Archaeological
Assessment and
Research
Design.

Construction

S140 Excavation
Permit if required
Brick and
corrugated
iron structural
remains,
shallow creek
Riverstone
Dairy

N/A

High

Unlikely to meet
No impacts
threshold for local
significance

None

N/A

N/A

High

None

N/A

Stables,
piggery and
hay shed
Lytton Lane
Ruin

N/A

Moderate to
Low

None

N/A

N/A

Moderate

Unlikely to meet
No impacts
threshold for local
significance
Unlikely to meet
Direct impacts
threshold for local
significance
Local
No impacts

Exclusion zone

Construction

If impacts
proposed
Archaeological
Assessment and
Research
Design.
S140 Excavation
Permit if required
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Item

Listing

Archaeological
potential

Potential
archaeological
significance

Impacts under ILP

Management
and mitigation

Riverstone
Cemetery

BLEP
2015
(LEP no.
l28)
N/A

High

Local

No impacts

Conserve and
retain item.
Exclusion zone

Early
alignment of
Richmond
Road

Moderate to
Low

Local

Potential impacts
as a result of road
construction.

CHMP and
unexpected finds
procedure
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Figure 68: Map of location of archaeological items within the study area.
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Figure 69: Overlay of ILP and archaeological site showing impacts.
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8.0

MANAGEMENT AND MITIGATION

This report provides an overview of the archaeological potential of the Marsden Park North precinct. It
also identifies the location of areas of archaeological potential and known archaeological items.
The archaeological remains of St Phillips Church and Cemetery have been identified as having high
archaeological potential and potential State significance. Archaeological remains associated with the
item are highly culturally significant to the local Aboriginal community and have strong associations
with the State significant Clydesdale property. It is recommended that the curtilage of the item (as
identified in the Blacktown LEP 2015) is conserved and that an exclusion zone is retained during
development works.
The archaeological remains of Riverstone Cemetery have been identified as having high
archaeological potential and local significance. It is recommended that the curtilage of the item (as
identified in the Blacktown LEP 2015) is conserved and that an exclusion zone is retained during
development works.
The remains of a number of bridges and culverts over Eastern Creek and South Creek have been
assessed as meeting the threshold for local significance. These items would be archivally recorded in
adherence to the NSW Heritage Division guidelines for photographic archival recording. If
archaeological remains associated with the bridges that meet the threshold for local significance are
uncovered the Unexpected Finds Procedure would be implemented. As the remains would be
classified as being ‘works’, not relics, a s140 Excavation Permit would not be required.
The remains of ruin at Lytton Lane have the potential to reach the threshold of local significance. This
item would not be impacted under the ILP. An exclusion zone should be maintained during
construction. If impacts were proposed a detailed Archaeological Assessment and Research Design
would be prepared. If the Archaeological Assessment and Research Design finds that relics are likely
to be impacted a section 140 Excavation Permit would be required which may conditions
archaeological investigation.
The location of the toll gate and toll keeper’s cottage is unknown and is likely to be located outside the
study area to the west. It is therefore recommended that implementation of an Unexpected Finds
Procedure would be appropriate. The potential location of the item should be included in the
Construction Heritage Management Plan.
The location and extent of disturbance to an area associated with the potential remains of a late 19thearly 20th century farm, near Echo Vale are not known. Although the exact location of the 19th-20th
century farm house is unknown, it is likely that it was located near or in the same location as Echo
Vale. It is therefore recommended that a detailed Archaeological Assessment and Research Design
is prepared prior to impacts. If the Archaeological Assessment and Research Design finds that relics
are likely to be impacted a section 140 Excavation Permit would be required which may conditions
archaeological investigation.
The remains of an early alignment of Richmond Road have the potential to be located near the north
western boundary of the study area, south of South Creek. It is recommended that an Unexpected
Finds Procedure be implemented if the area is proposed to be impacted. The potential location of the
item should be included in the Construction Heritage Management Plan.
If unexpected archaeological finds are discovered during the proposed works, the Unexpected Finds
Procedure would be adhered to. Under this procedure, works should cease in the immediate area and
a qualified historical archaeologist contacted to assess whether the finds are relics and to advise on
appropriate management and mitigation measures. The NSW Heritage Division would be notified of
the discovery of a relic in accordance with Section 146 of the NSW Heritage Act 1977.
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Archaeology should be included in the Heritage Interpretation Strategy for the precinct. Precinct
based development provides the opportunity for meaningful archaeological interpretation.
Interpretation could be focussed on particular items of archaeological significance within the precinct
or could be more general in nature dealing with the history and development of the locality as
evidenced in the archaeological record. The Marsden Park North Precinct is particularly significant
due to its place in the history of Aboriginal and European settler interaction in the nineteenth century.
This is exemplified in the history of the St Phillips Church and cemetery, the latter which may be the
final resting place of Maria Lock a forebear of the local Darug Aboriginal community and an important
figure in Aboriginal history of the area.
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9.0

RECOMMENDATIONS

There are no known non-Aboriginal archaeological constraints on the rezoning of the Marsden Park
North Precinct or the development of the ILP.
The following mitigation measures are recommended:

•

The archaeological remains of St Phillips Church and Cemetery have been identified as having
high archaeological potential and potential State significance. Archaeological remains associated
with the item are highly culturally significant to the local Aboriginal community and have strong
associations with the State significant Clydesdale property. It is recommended that the curtilage of
the item (as identified in the Blacktown LEP 2015) is conserved and that an exclusion zone is
retained during development works.

•

The archaeological remains of the heritage listed Riverstone General Cemetery have been
identified as having high archaeological potential and local significance. It is recommended that
the curtilage of the item (as identified in the Blacktown LEP 2015) is conserved and that an
exclusion zone is retained during development works.

•

A detailed Archaeological Assessment and Research Design should be prepared prior to impacts
to the 19th-early 20th century farm, near Echo Vale. If the Archaeological Assessment and
Research Design finds that relics are likely to be impacted a section 140 Excavation Permit would
be required which may conditions archaeological investigation.

•

Locations of all archaeological items identified, including those not to be impacted, should be
included in the CHMP.

•

Remains of culverts, bridges and the concrete weir over Eastern Creek should be archivally
recorded prior to impacts occurring, adhering to the NSW Heritage Division guidelines for items of
local significance.

•

The remains of ruin at Lytton Lane would not be impacted under the ILP. An exclusion zone
should be maintained during construction. If impacts were proposed a detailed Archaeological
Assessment and Research Design would be prepared. If the Archaeological Assessment and
Research Design finds that relics are likely to be impacted a section 140 Excavation Permit would
be required which may conditions archaeological investigation.

•

If unexpected archaeological finds are discovered during the proposed works, the Unexpected
Finds Procedure would be adhered to. Under this procedure, works should cease in the immediate
area and a qualified historical archaeologist contacted to assess whether the finds are relics and
to advise on appropriate management and mitigation measures. The NSW Heritage Division
would be notified of the discovery of a relic in accordance with Section 146 of the NSW Heritage
Act 1977.

•

Non-Aboriginal archaeology should be included in the Heritage Interpretation Strategy for the
precinct.
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•

Section 139 exceptions or Section 140 Excavation permits would be required to impact relics
(archaeological remains of local or state significance) unless the development is approved as an
SSD in which case permits under the NSW Heritage Act would not be required.
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9.0

APPENDIX A

9.1

GPS coordinates

Item

Easting

Northing

Cement and brick culvert

0298849

6270105

Cemetery Point 1

0297612

6271255

Cemetery Point 2

0297607

6271260

Cemetery Point 3

0297533

6271255

Cemetery Point 4

0297605

6271249

South Creek Bridge remains

0297345

6271421

End point of sandstone lined driveway

0297964

6270930

Brick scatter

0298301

6271029

Steel bridge/culvert

0298605

6271985

South Creek bridge, east Richmond Road Point 1

0297313

6272596

South Creek bridge, east Richmond Road Point 2

0297308

6272595

Bridge and building remains Point 1

0298583

6272754

Bridge and building remains Point 2

0298689

6272972

Bridge and building remains Point 3

0298692

6272984

Riverstone Dairy ruin 1 Point 1

0298772

6273244

Riverstone Dairy ruin 1 Point 2

0298765

6273255

Riverstone Dairy ruin 1 Point 3

0298771

6273264

Riverstone Dairy ruin 1 Point 4

0298780

6273263

Riverstone Dairy ruin 2

0298831

6273268

Timber Bridge (shallow creek) Point 1

0298744

6273396

Timber Bridge (shallow creek) Point 2

0298746

6273398

Riverstone Dairy brick building (built heritage)

0298852

6273440

All GPS point taken at GDA 94 Zone 56
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