
In a fi rst for New South Wales, Biodiversity Certifi cation has been granted for Sydney’s North West 
and South West Growth Centres. This will: 

•   protect at least 2,000 hectares of existing native vegetation within the Growth Centres 

•    ensure a more streamlined release of land for 181,000 new homes in the Growth Centres, and

•   address biodiversity issues upfront so that landowners, councils and developers no longer need to 
consider biodiversity issues in individual development applications. 

Funding of $530 million will be available to protect areas of high conservation value, a signifi cant boost 
to the protection of threatened species. This will permanently protect the largest and most intact 
bushland areas inside and outside the Growth Centres, offsetting around 1,800 hectares of vegetation 
needed for future housing, infrastructure and services. 

Land will be purchased from landowners on a voluntary basis; there will be no compulsory acquisition.

Biodiversity Certifi cation

Biodiversity Certifi cation of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Region Growth Centres) 
2006 (the Growth Centres SEPP) commenced in December 2007 under section 126G of the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act). In July 2008, the Certifi cation was validated by 
the Threatened Species Conservation Amendment (Special Provisions) Act 2008. The amendment is 
now incorporated into Part 7 of Schedule 7 of the TSC Act.

Biodiversity Certifi cation is subject to conditions known as relevant biodiversity measures (RBMs), 
which establish a process for the Department of Planning to ensure consistency with the Certifi cation. 

Biodiversity Certifi cation removes the need for further threatened species assessments before 
developing land in ‘Certifi ed’ lands shown on the maps overleaf. 

Certifi cation applies to all proposed developments and activities carried out under the Growth Centres 
SEPP or under other environmental planning instruments such as Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) or 
other State Environmental Planning Policies. 

Projects carried out under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (Part 
3A Major Projects) do not benefi t from the Certifi cation. For these projects the Certifi cation is applied 
through the Director-General’s Environmental Assessment Requirements. Assessment requirements 
for areas which are not certifi ed are described overleaf.

Biodiversity Certifi cation follows the 2007 exhibition of a Draft Conservation Plan which identifi ed areas 
of native vegetation in the Growth Centres to be retained and areas where losses could be ‘offset’ by 
protecting land inside or outside the Growth Centres with similar ecological characteristics. 

Biodiversity Certifi cation balances the 
protection and management of environmental 
areas with the effi cient supply of land for urban 
development in Western Sydney.
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Shale Sandstone Transition Forest (DECCW 2009)
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A minimum of 2,000 hectares of existing native vegetation 
must be protected within the Growth Centres under 
Biodiversity Certifi cation.  

Native vegetation is to be protected through existing reserves, 
zonings and development controls in the Growth Centres SEPP.  
No new reserves, zonings or controls have been introduced as 
part of the Biodiversity Certifi cation.  

Additional areas of existing native vegetation may be protected 
during Precinct Planning through the provision of local open space 
and the protection and rehabilitation of waterways.

Offset Requirements through Precinct Planning

Biodiversity Certifi cation allows some fl exibility regarding future land uses within non-certifi ed 
lands, provided any loss of existing native vegetation is offset to meet the requirement to protect 
at least 2,000 hectares of existing native vegetation within the Growth Centres.

If, during Precinct Planning, existing native vegetation within non-certifi ed lands is proposed to be 
cleared for development, the Department of Planning must demonstrate that this will be offset by: 

 •  protecting an equal or greater area of existing native vegetation elsewhere in the Growth 
Centres and/or 

 •  revegetating and/or restoring land elsewhere in the Growth Centres, subject to satisfying the 
RBMs of the Biodiversity Certifi cation

  

Retention of Existing Native Vegetation during Development  

Proposals to clear existing native vegetation in non-certifi ed lands are subject to existing 
development controls in the Growth Centres SEPP. 

Biodiversity Certifi cation RBMs also establish a process for any essential infrastructure proposals 
that require the clearing of native vegetation in non-certifi ed lands, but which do not require 
development consent under the SEPP.

Castlereagh Ironbark Forest 
(DECCW 2009)

Castlereagh Swamp Woodland 
(DECCW 2009)

Shale Sandstone Transition Forest 
(DECCW 2009)



Note: Maps may occasionally be updated as more detailed information becomes available through Precinct Planning.
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Certifi ed Lands 

‘Certifi ed’ lands are those where development proposals require no further threatened 
species assessment. 

Biodiversity Certifi cation is not an automatic approval to clear native vegetation; it simply means 
that on certifi ed lands, threatened species assessments are no longer required during Development 
Applications (DAs) or when undertaking local and regional infrastructure works.  

Precinct Planning will seek to retain and enhance existing vegetation and habitat to provide important 
amenity and open space benefi ts to future residents.

Although threatened species assessments are no longer needed, relevant approvals to clear native 
vegetation - such as that commonly required by Councils or under Commonwealth legislation - may 
still be necessary.

‘Non-Certifi ed’ Lands 

There is no change to the approval processes in areas which have not been certifi ed (‘non-
certifi ed’ lands). Threatened species assessments may still be required before development 
applications can be assessed within non-certifi ed lands. 

Development within non-certifi ed lands will be subject to existing planning and assessment 
requirements, including an assessment of the impact of development on biodiversity.

The Department of Planning will consider the land use opportunities for non-certifi ed lands 
during Precinct Planning.  

Landowners

Landowners may still need to conduct a threatened species assessment for development proposals 
that include the removal of native vegetation.  Proposed clearing of native vegetation will still be subject 
to the Growth Centres SEPP or other Council requirements.

Infrastructure agencies

Infrastructure works proposed within non-certifi ed lands that require native vegetation to be cleared 
still must be assessed under the TSC Act. 

Biodiversity Certifi cation allows for existing native vegetation to be cleared for essential infrastructure 
works, but only if it is offset in accrodance with the RBMs. Infrastructure agencies should liaise with 
the Department of Planning to determine offsets or other requirements.

Special Areas

Non-Certifi ed Lands: Subject to RBM 12

The non-certifi ed lands subject to RBM 12 comprise areas already zoned in the Growth Centres for 
conservation, recreation and open space purposes, or identifi ed as conservation offsets. The protection 
of native vegetation in these areas is considered essential to improve or maintain biodiversity values 
within Western Sydney. Existing native vegetation in these areas must not be cleared unless it is in 
accordance with a plan of management or unless such clearance has been agreed by the Department 
of Environment, Climate Change and Water.

Non-Certifi ed Lands: Subject to RBMs 14, 17 or 18 

Non-certifi ed lands subject to RBMs 14, 17 or 18 require further investigation to determine their 
biodiversity values. These investigations will usually take place during detailed planning for the 
relevant Precinct.



Note: Maps may occasionally be updated as more detailed information becomes available through Precinct Planning.
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More information can be obtained by:

•  visiting the Department of Planning (Sydney Growth Centres) 
website at www.growthcentres.nsw.gov.au 

•  calling the Department of Planning (Sydney Growth Centres) 
Community Information Line on 1300 730 550 

•  emailing the Department of Planning (Sydney Growth Centres) 
at community@planning.nsw.gov.au 

Please note this guide should be read in conjunction with the RBMs outlined in Part 7 of Schedule 7 
to the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.

Important

If you need an interpreter, please call 1300 730 550

Important

Pimelea spicata (DECCW 2009)


