
84 LEPPINGTON MAJOR CENTRE public domain strategy

02



85

 A1 - Indicative Layout Plan
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 A2 - Tree & Plant Species

Introduction

Street tree selections are provided for the 
following locations:

•	 nature Strip, town centre and small parks 
(table 1).

•	 Larger parks/reserves/town centre/open 
Space areas (table 2).

the selection of street trees should have regard to 
the following:

•	 power/gas/Water/Sewer/cable Lines
•	 Street Lights
•	 pruning and shaping resilience
•	 infrastructure & easements
•	 Driveways & Bus Stops 
•	 pedestrian crossings
•	 House Frontages & Set Backs
•	 Lateral spreading habits
•	 road Verge & nature Strip widths
•	 Waste Service collections
•	 Vehicle vision lines
•	 cultural and Heritage amenity.
•	 above ground Services.
•	 minimum setbacks from concrete structures.
•	 road authority requirements for street trees to 

meet road safety objectives.

refer table 2 for:

•	 Shrubs
•	 climbers
•	 groundcovers and sub-shrubs
•	 native Herbs
•	 native grasses

For Waterfront/riparian, Bushland rehabilitation 
areas & Bushland corridors - refer table 3.
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Species name common name Height Width native

acer palmatum 'Senkaki' coral Bark maple 4m 3m

acer rubrum ' october glory'  red maple 9m 7m

acmena smithii 'red Head' red Head acmena 6m 2m yes

agonis flexuosa Willow myrtle 8m 4m yes

angophora costata Dwarf 'Darni' Dwarf angophora 4m 2m yes

Bauhinia hookeri mountain ebony 10m 5m yes

Brachychiton populneus Kurrajong 8m 5m yes

Brachychiton rupestris Bottle tree 8m 5m yes

cercis canadensis 'Forest pansy' canadian redbud 2m 3m

cercis chinensis 'avondale' chinese redbud 12m 4m

cercis occidentalis californian redbud 5m 2m

cercis siliquastrum judas tree 15m 5m

cereus grandiflorus night Blooming cereus 5m 2m

ceretopetalum gummiferum nSW Xmas Bush 6m 3m yes

cupaniopsis anarcardiodes tuckeroo 7m 3m yes

elaeocarpus reticulatus Blue Berry ash 8m 4m yes

eucalyptus: Dwarf grafted varieties 
only

eg -'Summer red', 'orange Beauty', 'Wild 
Fire'

3m 
aprx

yes

Fraxinus griffithii evergreen ash 6m 4m

Fraxinus oxycarpia raywood varieties 10m 5m

ginko biloba 'princeton Sentry’ tall narrow ginko 10m 3m

gordonia axillaris poached egg camellia 7m 3m

Hymenosporum flavum native Frangipani 7m 3m yes

jacaranda mimosifolia Blue Haze tree 15m 10m

jubaea chilensis chilean Wine palm 8m 4m

Table 1 – Town Centre Streets and Plazas, Nature Strip Street Trees and Small Parks
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Species name common name Height Width native

juniperus chinensis 'Keteleeri' corkscrew conifer 4m 3m

juniperus chinensis 'Spartan' Spartan conifer 4m 2.5m

Koelreuteria paniculata golden rain tree 5m 3m

Lagerstroemia species crepe myrtle 4m 3m

Laurus nobilis Bay Laurel 6m 3m

Leptosperum species tea tree species 3m 3m yes

Lirodendron tulipefera fastigatum tulip tree 12m 5m

Lophostemon confertus Brisbane Brush Box 9m 6m yes

magnolia grandifolia 'exmouth' magnolia 'exmouth' 7m 3m

magnolia grandiflora 'Little gem' magnolia ‘Little gem’ 4m 2m

magnolia grandifolia 'Kay parris' Dwarf perfumed magnolia 4m 2m

magnolia x soulangeana tulip magnolia 7m 4m

magnolia soulangiana Saucer Flower 6m 6m

melaleuca styphelioides prickly paperbark 6m 4m yes

melaleuca decora White cloud tree 5m 2m yes

melaleuca linariifolia Snow in Summer 6m 4m yes

nyssa sylvatica 'autumn cascade' Weeping Blackgum 4m 3m

nyssa sylvatica Black tupelo 15m 6m

parrotia persica persian Witch Hazel 9m 3m

pistacia chinensis pistacia nut tree 13m 4m

prunus varieties Flowering cherry s 4m 3m

malus varieties Flowering apple 4m 3m

pyrus varieties Flowering pear 6m 4m

pyrus calleryana 'aristocrat' Flowering pear 6m 3m

pyrus calleryana 'chanticleer' Flowering pear 9m 4m



92 LEPPINGTON MAJOR CENTRE  public domain strategy

Species name common name Height Width native

pyrus calleryana 'Bradford' Bradford pear 6m 3m

pyrus calleryana 'edgedell' edgedell pear 5m 3m

pyrus calleryana 'glens Form' Flowering pear 8m 4m

pyrus calleryana 'capital' Flowering pear 8m 4m

pyrus betulaefolia 'Southworth Dancer' Flowering pear 5m 4m

Sapium sebiferum chinese tallowwood 7m 3m

Quercus palustris 'pringreen' tall narrow oak 10m 3m

Syzygium australe 'pinnicle' narrow Syzygium 6m 2m yes

Syzygium paniculatum Brush cherry 10m 4m yes

tristaniopsis laurina 'Luscious' Water gum 7m 3m yes

Zelkova serrata Zelkova 10m 4m

Zelkova serrata 'green Vase' Wine glass tree 10m 4m

Zelkova serrata 'mushashino' narrow Zelkova 8m 3m



93LEPPINGTON MAJOR CENTRE public domain strategy

Species name common name Height Width native

angophora costata Sydney red gum 30m 10m yes

angophora floribunda rough Barked apple 20m 6m yes

angophora subvelutina Broad Leaf apple 18m 6m yes

araucaria araucana monkey puzzle tree 35m 8m yes

araucaria bidwilli Bunya Bunya pine 40m 10m yes

araucaria cunninghamii Hoop pine 45m 6m yes

Brachychiton acerifolis illawarra Flame tree 30m 6m yes

Brachychiton discolour Lacebark Kurragong 30m 6m yes

caloedendron capense cape chestnut 15m 8m

carya illinoinensis pecan 30m 10m

cedrus atlantica atlas cedar 30m 8m

cedrus deodara Deodar cedar 30m 6m

cupressus funebris Funeral cypress 20m 5m

eucalyptus amplifolia cabbage gum 30m 5m yes

eucalyptus bauerana Blue Box 25m 4m yes

eucalyptus benthamii camden White gum 35m 8m yes

eucalyptus crebra narrow Leaf red iron Bark 30m 8m yes

eucalyptus fibrosa Broad Leaf red iron Bark 30m 8m yes

eucalyptus tereticornis Forest red gum 40m 8m yes

eucalyptus viminalis manna ribbon gum 50m 8m yes

Ficus macrophylla moreton Bay Fig 30m 8m yes

Ficus rubiginosa port jackson Fig 18m 6m yes

Flindersia australis australian teak 25m 5m yes

ginkgo biloba maidenhair tree 30m 8m

Table 2 – Larger Parks / Reserves / Town Centre / Open Space Areas
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Species name common name Height Width native

jacaranda mimosifolia Blue Haze tree 15m 10m

Liriodendron tulipifera tulip tree 40m 8m

Livistona australis cabbage palm 20m 2m yes

macadamia integrifolia macadamia nut tree 15m 5m yes

magnolia grandifolia Bull Bay tree 18m 8m

magnolia denudata Yulan tree 18m 8m

phoenix canariensis canary island Date palm 15m 5m

pinus pinea italian Stone pine 25m 4m

podocarpus elatus illawarra pine 25m 8m yes

Quercus coccinea Scarlet oak 15m 3m

Quercus palustris pin oak 25m 5m

Quercus robur english oak 30m 6m

Schinus areira peppercorn tree 17m 5m

Syzygium luehmannii Small Leaf Water gum 20m 8m yes

Ulmus parvifolia chinese elm 12m 5m

Zelkova serrata Zelkova 12m 4m

Washington robusta mexican Fan palm 25m 3m
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SHRUBS:

acmena varieties

Banksia varieties

Bauhinia galpini

Brunfelsia - grandifolia/maliformis/
pauciflora varieties

callistemon varieties

cordyline fruiticosa 'Kiwi'

crinum pedunculatum

Dodonaea

Doryanthes excelsa

eucalyptus:dwarf grafted varieties.

gordonia axillaris

grevillea varieties

erica varieties

eremophila varieties

ixora chinensis (prince of orange)

Kunzea varieties

indigofera australis

Leptospermum species

Loropetalum chinensis

magnolia grandifolia 'Little gem'

magnolia stellata (Star magnolia)

melaleuca 'revolution gold'

michelia figo (port Wine magnolia)

myoporum montanum

SHRUBS (cont.):

photonia 'red robin' and other smaller 
growth photonia.

Viburnum varieties, eg odoralissimum

Syzygium varieties.

CLIMBERS:

clematis aristate

gelsemium sempervirens

jasminum spp.

Hardenbergia violacea

Kennedia rubicunda

mandevilla spp

pandorea jasminoides

trachelospermum jasminoides

GROUND COVERS & SUB SHRUBS:

acacia cognate 'mini cog'

anigozanthos "Bush gems - varieties,eg 
Bush Haze, Bush ranger

Dianella caerulea

Dichondra repens

convolvulus mauritanicus

goodenia hederacea

Hardenbergia violacea

Kniphofia "maid of orleans"

melaleuca pentagona 'Little penta'

myoparum spp

myoporum parvifolium
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GROUND COVERS & SUB SHRUBS 
(cont.):

plectranthus parvifolius

rhodanthe anthemoides

Scaevola aemula

Sedum sempervirens

HEDGES:

Brunfelsia varieties

Buxus varieties

Loropetalum chinensis varieties

michelia varieties

murraya varieties

photonia x fraseri 'Little red robin'

Viburnum varieties eg odoralissimum

natiVe HerBS:

Dianella spp

eremophila debilis (syn. myoporum 
debile)

Lomandra spp (eg tanika or nyalla)

plectranthus parvifolius

pennisetum alopecureoides

Scaevola albida

NATIVE GRASSES:

carex appressa

Danthonia racemosa

Dianella varieties imperata cylindrical

Lomandra varieties incl 'tanika' 'nyalla' 
etc

Sorghum leiocladum

themeda australis
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(a) Littoral Species (littoral means the foreshores, 
riverbanks and the plants of that habitat).

Species Name Common Name

Baumea articulata

Bolboschoenus fluviatilus

carex appressa tall Sedge

cyperus exaltatus

gahnia sieberiana red Fruited Saw Sedge

isolepis nodosa Knobby club rush

juncus usitatus common rush

philydrum lanuginosum

potamogeton tricarinatus

(b) Macrophyte Species (Macrophyte means the 
conspicuous plants that dominate wetlands, shallow 
lakes and streams)

Species Name Common Name

Baumea articulata jointed twig rush

Bolboschoenus fluviatus marsh club rush

carex appressa ephemeral marsh

cyperus exaltatus

eleocharis sphacelata tall Spike rush

juncus usitatus

phrgmites australis common reed

potamogeton tricarinatus

philydrum lanuginosum

Table 3 – Waterfront/Riparian, Bushland Rehabilitation Areas & Bushland Corridors
in these areas, (within the camden, Liverpool and campbelltown Lga’s) the trees, Shrubs, Sub Shrubs and 
grasses should be selected from within the cumberland plain Woodland (cpW) range.

Qualified ecologists should also assist in any planting selection for rehabilitation, revegetation or 
restoration works within these areas.
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 A3 - Material Guidelines

Introduction

Leppington major centre (Lmc) will have a unified 
and integrated character through a consistency of 
complementary materials, details, finishes and 
treatments.

criteria for the selection and use of materials, 
elements and finishes within the public domain of 
Lmc are:

•	 design – items are to be functional and meet 
the needs of Lmc;

•	 aesthetics – items are to relate to the scale, 
style and character of Lmc;

•	 availability and ongoing supply – selection of 
items such as furniture and pavements e.g. 
should have a long term view of availability and 
supply for replacement parts and servicing;

•	 cost – items are to be affordable and within the 
means of ongoing Lmc public domain 
managers;

•	 maintenance – items must be easily 
maintained and not have onerous demanding 
ongoing maintenance requirements

•	 life span / longevity – items selected should be 
looking at as long a lifespan as feasible to 
ensure Lmc public domain managers are not 
incurred with expensive recurrent replacement 
costs;

•	 workability – items should be chosen for their 
simplicity;

•	 sustainability – eSD principles of each item 
selected should be reviewed prior to final 
selection;

•	 accessibility – all items must conform to the 
australian Disability Discrimination act 1992 
and relevant australian Standards;

•	 vandal resistance – all items must be 
implemented with view to reducing vandalism 
and a suitable repair programme in place;

•	 safety - items must conform to relevant codes 
and australian Standards.

•	 engineering Standards - items must comply 
with council’s engineering Specifications
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Item Element Guideline

Concrete Insitu joints •	 expansion and control joints to align with building and alternative 
path edges where possible.

•	 trip stops or equivalent to be used near trees - refer to council’s 
engineering Specifications.

Base course •	 compaction and material to be determined by consent authority 
- refer to council’s engineering Specifications.

Finish Streets

•	 even textured slip resistant surface to finish level class B.

•	 perpendicular Broom Finish with steel trowel margins

colour •	 main path colour to be standard grey concrete.

•	 Feature concrete areas to be determined by consent authority. Dark 
tones can be used to create contrast with the main concrete colour, 
but limit area of coverage to reduce heat absorption.

Hazard and 
Directional tactile 
indicators

•	 Stainless Steel studs or product determined by consent authority.

•	 provide 45% luminance contrast in accordance with (aS1428.4)

testing/Slip 
resistance

•	 Slip resistance test results required on sample installation.

maintenance/
cleaning

•	 High pressure hosing / street sweeper.

•	 maintenance program to be determined by consent authority. 

Unit Pavers Unit Size •	 to be determined by consent authority. typically 400x400mm in 
stretcher bond pattern

Base course •	 concrete slab support base approved by consent authority - refer to 
council’s engineering Specifications.

•	 pavers mortared onto concrete base

joints/Sealants •	 expansion and control joints to align with building and alternative 
path edges where possible.

•	 to be determined by consent authority (australian Standards)

•	 pavers to be sealed in accordance with consent authority (aS) 

Finish •	 Streets/pathways: semi-honed.

colour •	 to be determined by consent authority. mid-tones are preferred to 
reduce glare and minimise heat absorption.

Hazard and 
Directional tactile 
indicators

•	 Stainless Steel studs or product determined by consent authority.

•	 provide 45% luminance contrast in accordance with (aS1428.4)

testing/Slip 
resistance

•	 Slip resistant test results on loose tile samples with sealer and a 
sample installation.

maintenance/
cleaning

•	 Sealant applied in outdoor dining areas

•	 High pressure hosing / street sweeper cleaning.

•	 maintenance program to be determined by consent authority.

tree pit edging •	 Steel edging to be installed tree pit perimeter edges to contain 
pavers. Steel edging to be secured to support concrete slab 
subbase.
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Item Element Guideline

Lighting Lighting Levels •	 Streets/road reserves: p1 - p5

•	 pathways (including cycleways): p1 - p4

•	 public activity areas and open Space (excluding car parks): p6-p8

•	 connecting elements (Steps, Stairways, ramps, Footbridges, 
pedestrian ways): p9-p10

•	 outdoor carparks: p11 - p12

poles •	 Unpainted

•	 proprietary Banner mounting system for main Street

•	 Height of luminaires mounting determined by lighting engineer

Luminaries •	 Luminaries to be consistent with lighting levels and Light spill 
requirements. 

•	 to be determined by consent authority (aS)

Light Spill •	 Lighting not to spill into  residential areas. 

•	 Lighting to focus on Street and pedestrian pavements.

•	 to be determined by consent authority (aS)

catenary Lighting •	 catenary lighting can be used in town Square.

•	 to be determined by consent authority (aS)

Furniture Bollards •	 Bollards to be used to control where maintenance vehicle access is 
required into pedestrian plaza areas

•	 removable bollards required in emergency access and maintenance 
access areas.

•	 Bollards to be of consistent design. 

Barriers Fence/Balustrade

Structural

•	 Designated fencing to be provided along high level road medians and 
street edges to discourage pedestrian road crossing.

•	 custom or proprietary fencing design to be determined by consent 
authority. 

Planting

•	  Designated hedge planting installed at medium level road edges and 
road medians to discourage pedestrian road crossing.

rubbish Bins •	 rubbish Bins to be provided at pedestrian nodes, including crossing 
points. all rubbish bins to be of consistent design.  

•	 recycling rubbish Bins to be provided in pedestrian gathering areas. 

•	 Bin selection should consider bird/animal protection. 

•	 rubbish Bins and rubbish removal maintenance schedules to be 
determined by consent authority.

Bench Seating/
Feature Seating

•	 Bench seating to be provided at regular intervals in the town centre 
Streets.

•	 timber slat seating and backrest supports preferred.

•	 custom bespoke seating can be considered in the town Square.
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Item Element Guideline

Furniture (cont.) Bicycle racks •	 provide bicycle racks on hardstand areas only.

•	 Locate clear of pedestrian thoroughfares.

•	 Surface mounted, with tamper-proof fixings. (source: oran park 
pDS)

Bicycle rails •	 Locate in accordance with austroads part 14 – Bicycles.

•	 to be fabricated in accordance with camden council Standard 
pathway rails SD06. (source: oran park pDS)

Drinking 
Fountains

•	 Drinking fountains to be universally accessible.

•	 Locate clear of pedestrian thoroughfares.

•	 Drinking fountain to be surface mounted. (source: oran park pDS)

Shelters Shelters and shade structures are to be:

•	 provided in open space areas and riparian corridors where sufficient 
immediate shade or weather protection is not available or where a 
sense of enclosure is considered desirable;

•	 provided over table and bench settings and table seats where 
weather protection is desirable;

•	 sited so that roof water is shed into garden areas;

•	 installed on hard wearing surface;

•	 surface mounted, with tamper-proof fixings;

•	 installed level, not at grade with pavement. (source: oran park pDS)

Viewing platforms •	 Boardwalks and Viewing platforms maybe used to:

•	 provide access over spillways or viewing opportunities over water 
bodies;

•	 provide recreational or interpretational opportunities in riparian 
corridors or wetland areas;

•	 installed on hard wearing surface;

•	 surface mounted, with tamper-proof fixings;

•	 installed level, not at grade with adjacent surface. (source: oran 
park pDS)

tables •	 provided in association with benches in open space areas.

•	 installed on hard wearing surface.

•	 surface mounted, with anti-vandal fixings.

•	 installed level, not at grade with pavement. (source: oran park pDS)

Handrails and 
balustrades

•	 Handrails and balustrades to be in accordance with Bca and aS 
1428. (source: oran park pDS)
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Street Trees tree guards •	 tree guards to be installed in major pedestrian gathering 
intersections. to be consistent design along street. 

•	 to be determined by consent authority. 

•	 root guards to be installed.

tree pits Pit Covers

•	 pit covers to be consistent along street and be flush with adjacent 
paving. 

•	 to be determined by consent authority. 

Edging

•	 Steel edging required for trees in Unit paving and asphalt

Playgrounds playing Surface High use areas (eg. District Playground)

•	 rubber softfall to australian Standards

Low use areas (eg. Local Playground)

•	 Bark mulch to australian Standards

playground 
equipment

•	 refer Landcom open Space Design guidelines (2008), p25-26.

Exercise stations exercise 
equipment

•	 exercise equipment to cater for a range of age groups.

•	 provide proprietary items to australian Standards installed to 
manufacturer’s recommendations.

Tactile indicators pedestrian 
walkways

•	 provide tactile indicators on pedestrian crossing points as required 
by the consent authority. consider other users impeded by tactile 
indicators such as wheelchairs and prams. coordinate locations 
with pavement layout.
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 A4 - Vision Workshop
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Vision Workshop
a Vision Workshop was held with key stakeholders 
from camden and Liverp ool city council 
representatives on tuesday 3rd april 2012 at the 
narellan administration centre in narellan.

the workshop was facilitated by the aecom 
project team: greg Burgon, nicole Dennis, Katie 
joyner and cameron greatbatch.

the Department of planning and infrastructure 
was represented by paul robilliard and matt 
cooper.

the workshop was attended by :

•	 Heath james (camden council)
•	 Hendro Harsojo (camden council)
•	 mairead o’connell (camden council)
•	 richard Smith (camden council)
•	 Lila Sawko (camden council)
•	 Denise pritchard (camden council)
•	 cheryle Yin Lo (camden council)
•	 noelene rudolf (camden council)
•	 Barry millwood (Liverpool council)

the workshop consisted of group exercises 
designed to draw out and define the vision for 
Leppington major centre from the group. this was 
followed by a presentation and discussion of 
‘three Big moves’ that aecom pitched as key 
structural solutions to existing issues under the 
indicative Layout plan as it stood in april 2012. 
there was then a time for general feedback and 
comments on the vision and identification of 
issues and opportunities from the group.

Desired Future Place Character Exercise 
the group was asked to call out answers to the 
question ‘if Leppington major centre was a guest 
at a dinner party, what would they be like?’

there was a variety of responses describing 
Leppington’s character presently and how they 
imagine the centre to be in the future. responses 
also included descriptions of the existing and 
expected future community. 

the following page presents the responses given.
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Who is Leppington?
Place Character Exercise - Who is Leppington? 

Demographics

•	 Leppington should be a place for young couples, perhaps those who have done the city life and now 

want a larger house. maybe they have one young child

•	 We see extended families living in the area, perhaps grandparents moving in with existing local 

families

•	  We anticipate a lot of second generation australians in the area

•	 many may speak english as a second language

•	  many people stay in the area when they move house, possibly because of family and community ties

•	  Families do feel connected to the area - elders have established family

•	  around 50% in the school system speak cantonese. these young people are likely to buy in the area in 

the next 10 to 20 years

•	  Local people are not necessarily low-income earners

•	  Local market garden owners may be likely to stay in the area, but will form a small proportion of the 

eventual new population

•	  this is not likely to be a transient population, when families grow they generally stay and upsize, or 

upgrade their home

•	  We should cater for a variety of price-ranges and improve diversity - cater for elders and downsizers

What is the attraction of Leppington? 

•	 the railway station will be a key attractor

•	  people who study or work in the city currently have to go from camden to campbelltown into the city

•	  We should aspire to create a walkable city

•	  many people have longer commutes to work and therefore less free time. camden is on the opposite 

side of the city to the global arch

•	  cafe culture is quiet. many local people don’t have the time to spend in the local area during the week 

as they are likely to be working or commuting. this reinforces the desire for a mix of uses and to 

provide local employment

•	  there appears to be a very different mentality between narellan and camden. there is a strong sense 

of local loyalty in each of these areas

•	  We should aim to plan for sports clubs, cafes and markets next to the town centre, to try and activate 

the town centre during different times of the week, and night and day

•	  the local library programs are very popular, however there is a lack of facilities/functions for younger 

people. many may go to the pubs in camden. there is little of interest in terms of shopping, clothes 

shops etc. many will go to the clubs in campbelltown

•	  there is a lack of facilities such as bowling clubs and rSLs in the SW

•	  We should not allow for big box type retail to dominate the town centre. Loading docks on the main 

street can kill the pedestrian environment

•	  We must allow development to happen. Small lots must amalgamate, but it is often too expensive for 

a wider vision to come to fruition. We must be very wary of this

•	  implementation is really important. the vision must be realistic and achievable
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Group Typology Exercise
the group split into three groups of between three 
to four people. they were each asked to view a set 
of flashcards which consisted of a variety of 
photographs. the set of images comprised of 
public domain typology examples; some which may 
be perceived as successful and some as 
unsuccessful.  the group was asked to select cards 
that represented their vision for Leppington major 
centre and to explain their views in regard to 
function and use, social interaction and sensory 
experience and cultural and traditional elements. 

the groups responses are summarised as follows:

Group A

Streets

•	 the street examples chosen demonstrated 
good connections, which were active with 
passing traffic. the streets were shared with 
pedestrians and cyclists

•	 the group preferred examples that were active, 
landscaped and screened 

parks

•	 the park examples were chosen because they 
had active edges

•	 they suggested a festival atmosphere and 
social interaction

•	 there was shading, and a lot of activity

plazas

•	 the group liked the sense of activity
•	 the plazas chosen were fairly small and 

intimate
•	 the spaces were active and vibrant
•	 the plazas were connected to the street
•	 the group liked to see outdoor trading in the 

plaza spaces. night and day activities were 
preferred

•	 the group preferred to see seating in the shade 
and with hard surfaces

Group B

Streets

•	 the group preferred examples of mixed-use 
streets

•	  Bring cars, bikes and pedestrians together
•	  encourage cars along streets to facilitate 

night-time surveillance
•	  Layer uses, ie shop-top housing
•	  make streets bike-friendly 

parks

•	 the group preferred the multi-function of the 
chosen park spaces be the use of leads

•	 public art should be encouraged in park spaces

plazas

•	 the group liked the examples of children’s play 
spaces

•	  the spaces should be large to bring together 
the different streams of the community

•	  encourage the use of public art
•	  the group preferred examples where trees and 

other planting was evident
•	 community garden may be an opportunity to 

link with the history of market gardens in the 
area
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Group C

Streets

•	 there was a preference for pedestrian and 
cyclists together on the street

•	  examples were preferred where people were 
encouraged to wander. We should be mindful of 
the uses and edges between land uses to 
encourage passive use of the street

•	  the group referred to streets that appeared to 
be safe environments for pedestrians to cross 
the road

•	  Smaller-scale streets were preferred where 
there were heritage elements 

parks

•	 the parks selected showed social gathering 
and interaction

•	 they demonstrated multi-use of space
•	 planter beds were picked-out as they 

contributed to the open space, as were 
community gardens. there might be the 
opportunity to link to past uses of the land by 
these means

•	 the group liked the informal spaces for picnics 
and dog-walking

•	 Street furniture was preferred where they 
encouraged social interaction. the interface 
between cyclists and pedestrians was 
preferred

•	  the group favoured the multi-function of 
stormwater drainage

plazas

•	 the group liked the principle of flow-on uses 
into the plaza spaces, for example cafes

•	 there is the opportunity to mix uses in the 
plazas

•	  encourage seating and planting to be 
welcoming to people to want to simply stop and 
enjoy the space

General Comments

Following the group typology exercise there was 
some discussion around the principles behind 
some of the successful and unsuccessful 
precedent examples. Key notes were:

•	 Some of the european examples in particular 
have had many years to evolve and this is 
difficult to replicate when designing a new 
centre

•	  could perhaps use more cultural and 
traditional examples - camden council offered 
to provide some photographs

•	  need to keep in mind that this is Western 
Sydney and what implications this may have on 
the need for shade, and where the prevailing 
winds come from

•	 investigate the use of colonnades
•	 investigate locating plazas facing onto the 

parks. this might be better for surveillance at 
night with active frontages

•	  consider providing larger plazas for monthly 
local markets and think of how these spaces 
are used for the remainder of the month.

•	  cycle routes need destinations and should link 
to the m7

Three Big Moves

greg took the opportunity to suggest some changes 
to the draft indicative Layout plan that could assist 
in achieving a high quality and more functional 
public domain. these were:

1. the reduction of open space around the 
heritage item on Byron road and the relocation 
of the sports field to nearer the town centre

2. the nomination of the main street being two 
blocks west of rickard road

3. the suggested revision of the town centre 
block structure and sizing to allow for larger 
block sizes 

the group had a series of queries, comments and 
suggestions related to each of the three Big moves:

•	 the dual function of sports facilities and 
drainage/detention doesn’t always work. the 
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facilities can remain unusable for a long time 
after it has rained

•	 pr suggested that the stream categories are 
potentially being revised and we may not 
require this land to act as drainage. We may 
require less basin area 

•	 there was concern regarding the backs of 
properties facing the creek in the current plan 
configuration. opening up the creek to the 
sports field will help with this matter

•	 We don’t want to be providing too much open 
space, there is already an over provision and 
this impacts on council in terms of upkeep and 
maintenance 

•	  We should look at locating perimeter roads 
along  the extent of the riparian corridor 

•	  We need to address how the main Street will be 
staged and how it will operate in the early 
stages of development in particular. this will 
be a challenge as rickard road is an existing 
street. How will we ensure that the loading and 
service access to retail is where we envisage it 
to be in the long term?

•	  Be mindful of critical mass. the Dcp must 
control and guide opportunistic development, 
particularly in the early stages so that 
examples like how the narellan town centre 
was developed can’t happen again

Refining the objectives

at the end of the workshop the group reflected on 
what was discussed, and was asked to revisit and 
refine the vision for Leppington. thoughts included:

•	 think about where we are going in terms of 
technology in the future and how we can 
facilitate this

•	  consider lighting and integrated systems, 
interactive play and public art

•	  public art strategies have to be integrated from 
early planning Stages

•	  consider theming for public art strategies 
•	  Look into playground companies that are 

designing play areas for the next generation
•	  think of sustainability and the future
•	  Keep in mind the topography 
•	  think about who will pay for it
•	  active streets may be more difficult to achieve 

in the future – people increasingly use on-line 

shopping - centres must be more than retail 
destinations to be successful

•	  there is also the increasing trend to drive to 
one place, shop there and leave - need to 
devise ways to draw people out and through the 
centre

•	  it may be better to mix civic and retail uses up 
rather than have them on separate sides of the 
railway line

•	  encourage a good mix of uses, and allow 
flexibility in mixed-use zones

•	 consider permitting convenience shopping in 
the civic side to help encourage visitors to 
perform multiple tasks in the town centre

Key Findings
the workshop revealed the following key findings:

People

•	 the expected incoming community will have a 
large proportion of families, extended families, 
high proportions of people with english as a 
second language in particular cantonese 
speaking

•	 the community is not necessarily all low 
income, there is a diversity

•	 there is currently a lack of facilities and 
entertainment for youth and young adults

•	 the centre needs to provide for the diversity of 
the community by providing a public domain 
that caters to varying price points and cultural 
uses of public space

•	 there is a lack of free time in the local 
community particularly during weekdays due to 
long commuting times to employment -  this 
affects the use of the public domain

Place 

•	 the are currently strong local identities in 
regards to place - particularly between 
narellan and camden

•	 need to understand staging and a strategy that 
is realistically implemented - principles must 
be consistent and easily stages

•	 the railway station will be a key attractor and 
destination which will support a variety of 
additional uses and services
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•	 the centre needs to be walkable and people 
focuses in design - it should cater to the 
pedestrian experience

•	 need a variety of activities and uses in order to 
achieve place activation

Streets

•	 Streets should be well connected, active, 
vibrant and people focused

•	 there should be a strong focus designing and 
planning for the pedestrian and cyclist

•	 Streets should be mixed use
•	 Shop top housing should be encouraged
•	 need to beware of vacant laneways and spaces 

in between places and destinations
•	 passive uses should be encouraged on the 

street
•	 Smaller scale streets were preferred overall by 

the group

Parks

•	 parks with active edges that provided a variety 
of activities were preferred

•	 parks which encouraged social interaction 
were highly desired

•	 public art was requested in parks, integrated 
into play equipment, furniture and historical 
interpretation

•	 a community garden was desired to encourage 
social interaction and mark the past use of the 
area as market gardens

•	 Stormwater open spaces should have a variety 
of uses and functions

Plazas

•	 plazas that were active and vibrant, connected 
to the street and intimate were preferred by 
the group

•	 plazas that included trading out and a variety 
of activities and complementary uses were 
desired, eg cafes, markets and vendors

•	 plazas should provide day and night time 
activities and uses

•	 children’s play can be integrated into plazas 
including a larger proportion of the community

•	 a community garden could be integrated into a 
plaza as an historic element

•	 plazas were desired that create a sense of 
welcome and invited people to stop, sit and 
enjoy
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Leppington Major Centre
PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY
VISION WORKSHOP

Work in groups to choose the cards 
that best represent the character, look 
and feel of streets that you would like 
to see at Leppington Major Centre. 

STREETS

        
   S

ocia
l i

nt
er

ac
tio

n 
/ S

en
se

s    
     Function and Use  

        Culture /Tradition

Attraction



113LEPPINGTON MAJOR CENTRE public domain strategy

Leppington Major Centre
PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY
VISION WORKSHOP

Work in groups to choose the cards 
that best represent the character, 
look and feel of town square that 
you would like to see at Leppington 
Major Centre. 

PLAZAS

        
   S

ocia
l i

nt
er

ac
tio

n 
/ S

en
se

s    
     Function and Use  

        Culture /Tradition

Attraction

        
   S

ocia
l i

nt
er

ac
tio

n 
/ S

en
se

s    
     Function and Use  

        Culture /Tradition

Attraction



114 LEPPINGTON MAJOR CENTRE  public domain strategy

Leppington Major Centre
PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY
VISION WORKSHOP

Work in groups to choose the 
cards that best represent the 
character, look and feel of the 
parks and open space that you 
would like to see at Leppington 
Major Centre. 

PARKS
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