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1  Executive summary

The Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan (CPCP) will contribute to the Western Parkland City by
supporting the delivery of housing, jobs and infrastructure while protecting important biodiversity

including threatened plants and animals. It will provide necessary biodiversity approvals to help

deliver around 73,000 homes for western Sydney.

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment (now the Department of Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure) released the CPCP in August 2022, with NSW approvals in place. Australian
Government approval is pending, and we continue to work closely with the federal regulators to

ensure it is in place as soon as possible.

This is the first annual update for the CPCP. It shows progress against the NSW approval and the
relevant CPCP commitments and actions that have progressed in the first 12 months. This includes
work on the CPCP that started early as funded by the NSW Government from 2021 (S114 million over

5 years to deliver early on-ground conservation and associated ancillary work).

To oversee the CPCP, we have set up a robust governance framework. This includes creating a
thorough framework for implementation and assurance and creating governance bodies such as
executive committees and working groups. There are also formal agreements and memoranda of

understanding in place with delivery partners.
Our key achievements, as of 17 August 2023, include:

1 buying around 180 hectares of conservation land, which includes 145 hectares to extend
Gulguer Nature Reserve

1 transferring 54 hectares to National Parks and Wildlife Service to establish the Georges River

Koala Reserve

buying biodiversity credits equivalent to about 49 hectares of Cumberland Plain Woodland

building a crossing at King Falls Bridge to help koalas move safely under Appin Road

engaging and partnering with local communities

setting up 5 working groups (koala, restoration, weed, pest control and council)

= =4 4 -4 -

creating 2 devolved grant programs in partnership with Aboriginal communities in western
Sydney and a $1.8 million grant to the University of Western Sydney for a research strategy

1 developing 2 strategies - the Caring for Country Aboriginal Outcomes Strategy and a research
strategy.


https://www.wpca.sydney/our-region/the-western-parkland-city/#where-is-the-western-parkland-city

Conservation Lands
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Figure 1. Infographic showing a summary of CPCP’s key achievements as of 17 August 2023
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2 Introduction

2.1 About the Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan

The Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan (CPCP) identifies strategically important biodiversity areas
within the Cumberland subregion to offset the biodiversity impacts of future urban development.
The aim is to support a vibrant, green and liveable city. The CPCP is a 35-year program with 26

commitments and 131 actions.

The CPCP’s vision is to support western Sydney’s biodiversity and growth. It protects large areas of
regionally important habitat, while unlocking delivery of urban growth and development. This
includes providing necessary biodiversity approvals to support the delivery of around 73,000 homes

planned for the Western Parkland City. By the time we have fully implemented the CPCP, it will

protect, connect and restore around 11,900 hectares of conservation land. This includes protecting

at least 5,325 hectares of threatened native vegetation to offset the impacts of development.

We developed the CPCP to meet strategic biodiversity certification under the NSW Biodiversity

Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) and strategic assessment under the Commonwealth Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). On 17 August 2022, we received state
strategic biodiversity certification for the CPCP (BC Act), also referred to in this document as the
NSW Order of Conferral (the conferral). The approval under the EPBC Act is pending.

The CPCP adopts all 31 principles for protecting koalas issued by the Office of the NSW Chief

Scientist & Engineer in May 2021. Visit our website for more information about the CPCP.

2.1.1 The conservation program

The CPCP consists of 26 commitments and 131 actions that will help deliver the CPCP’s vision,
objectives and long-term outcomes. We will carry out these commitments and actions over the life
of the CPCP by working in partnership with delivery partners such as National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Biodiversity Conservation Trust, Office of Strategic Lands, Transport for NSW, the 8

councils within the CPCP area, and local Aboriginal land councils.

The program includes actions to avoid, minimise, mitigate and offset the effects that urban
development and major transport corridors have on biodiversity, as described in the CPCP. We have
developed the program to address the direct, indirect, prescribed and cumulative impacts of

development that were identified in the Cumberland Plain Assessment Report.
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2.2 Commitments and actions

34 actions have been completed, representing 26% of all actions
60 actions have started and are in progress, representing 46% of all actions

4 actions have been delayed, representing 3% of all actions.

These figures include early implementation actions that began before the CPCP’s approval. Refer to

Appendix C for the progress of relevant CPCP commitments and actions and the conferral.

2.3 Governance and program management

The department is responsible for carrying out the actions of the CPCP and meeting all regulatory
requirements. To do this we have set up a robust governance framework. This includes establishing

executive committees, working groups and procedures for evaluation, reporting and compliance.
In line with the regulatory requirements, within 3 months of the conferral, the department:
M set up the CPCP Executive Approvals Committee and the Executive Steering Committee (in
place of the proposed Executive Implementation Committee)

1 got approval for the committees’ terms of reference from the delegate for the Minister for

Environment

1 published the final version of the CPCP on the department’s website, including explanatory

documents

M1 released the CPCP spatial viewer

9 putin place the CPCP planning measures, including publishing on department’s website the:
- CPCP guidelines for infrastructure development

- CPCP Mitigation Measures Guideline.

The department sought and received approval to extend the timeframe by 3 months for completing
the Restoration Implementation Strategy and the reconciliation accounting process. This allowed
time for the documents to be finalised after meaningful stakeholder engagement. The Executive

Approval Committee approved both documents before 17 August 2023, in line with the conferral.

See Appendix C for a list of the conferral requirements and CPCP commitments and actions,

including the status of our progress against these.
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3

What we have achieved

The CPCP obtained approval under the BC Act on 17 August 2022. Approval from the Australian
Government under the EPBC Act is pending.

NSW Government funding provided before the CPCP state approval meant we were able to begin

delivering the CPCP’s priority actions from 2021. These actions included:

)l

1
1
1

building safe wildlife crossings
restoring ecological habitat
investing in projects for koala health and wellbeing

delivery of Aboriginal outcomes projects.

The department has successfully bought land for conservation in priority areas and bought

biodiversity credits to offset development within the CPCP area. We have also set up strong

governance arrangements and done administrative and regulatory work to start the CPCP

conservation program. The sections below and associated appendices give more details on key

achievements in the first year of the CPCP (including work that began before the CPCP approval)

and progress against the conferral.

Awards

In 2021, the we received an award from the Planning Institute of Australia for exemplary early

engagement with Aboriginal custodians and other stakeholders to develop the CPCP.

In November 2022, the institute recognised the CPCP as a leading strategic conservation

project and declared it the winner in its Strategic Planning Project category.

- Strategic Planning Project _

Winner

Awarded to: NSW Department of Planning and Environment - The
Resilience and Urban Sustainability Division

PROJECT TITLE: CUMBERLAND PLAIN CONSERVATION PLAN

Figure 2. Planning Institute of Australia awards for the CPCP received in 2021 and 2022.
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3.1 Conservation land purchase

The CPCP commits to creating new public reserves and private conservation land, connecting
important areas of habitat, and helping to restore degraded landscapes. The priority reserves are
the Georges River Koala Reserve, the extension to Gulguer Nature Reserve, and the Confluence

Reserve Investigation area.

The Office of Strategic Lands, a CPCP delivery partner, leads the program for buying land for
reserves. The department has prepared a strategy for buying land. This outlines the process for
buying and acquiring land through voluntary acquisition measures, and if required, the process for

acquisition by agreement or compulsory acquisition (with stakeholder consultation beforehand).

Since 2021, the department has bought 9 properties under the CPCP land purchase program. These

cover around 180 hectares and are mostly in the Wollondilly local government area. They comprise:
1 one property in the Georges River Koala Reserve
9 6 properties near or adjoining Gulguer Nature Reserve

1 2 properties with opportunities to enhance connectivity and restore habitat in the strategic

conservation area.

Key achievements as of 17 August 2023
1 In April 2022:

o the department bought one property within the future Georges River Koala Reserve

with an area of about 1.4 hectares

o the department ran an expression of interest process for landholders to sell their land
to help establish the koala reserve

0 54 hectares of publicly owned land at Lysaght Road were transferred from the Office of
Strategic Lands to National Parks and Wildlife Service to create the new reserve.

1 We worked closely with Office of Strategic Lands and National Parks and Wildlife Service
to begin the government’s commitment to speed up the transfer of public land to the NSW

national park estate in the next 3 years.

1 We funded and supported National Parks and Wildlife Service to develop the Georges River
Koala Reserve concept plan, which we expect to complete by the end of 2023.
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3.1.1 Georges River Koala Reserve

The CPCP commits to creating the Georges River Koala Reserve. Once completed, this will deliver a
new reserve of around 1,800 hectares to protect the important north-south koala movement

corridor along the Georges River between Appin and Long Point.

In its Advice on the protection of the Campbelltown koala population, 2020 (PDF 4.82 MB), the
Office of the NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer recognised that creating the Georges River Koala

Reserve is essential to the survival of what is referred to as the ‘Southern Sydney koala population’.

The NSW Government will transfer identified publicly owned lands between Appin and Long Point to
the National Parks and Wildlife Service to create a Georges River koala national park.

The Georges River Koala Reserve will protect and manage koala habitat while continuing to give

local communities access to public space for low-impact recreation.

Figure 3. Koala claw marks sighted by the CPCP team at Kings Falls Bridge
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Figure 4. Koala paw print sighted by the CPCP team at Mount St Helens Park
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3.1.2 Gulguer Nature Reserve

The CPCP commits to setting up a new reserve between the existing Gulguer Nature Reserve, Bents
Basin State Conservation Area and Burragorang State Conservation Area. The investigation area
covers about 1,850 hectares in the Warragamba region in Wollondilly local government area. A
reserve in this area will support the east-west connection between Burragorang State Conservation
Area and Gulguer Nature Reserve and expand on the highly visited Bents Basin State

Conservation Area.

See Figure 5 for a map of Gulguer Nature Reserve and the properties we have purchased to extend

the existing reserve.

Key achievements as of 17 August 2023
The department:
1 bought 6 properties (totalling around 145 hectares in area) in the Gulguer area

1 removed existing buildings and other structures from the properties

1 assessed the vegetation communities on the properties.
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Figure 5. Location of land bought to expand Gulguer Nature Reserve

3.2 Biodiversity stewardship program

The department delivers the CPCP Biodiversity Stewardship Program in partnership with the

Biodiversity Conservation Trust. This program aims to secure biodiversity offsets on private land. We

do this by engaging with landholders in western Sydney to set up new biodiversity stewardship

agreements within the CPCP area.

The Biodiversity Conservation Trust has developed a 5-year delivery plan to deliver offsets for the
CPCP from 2021 to 2026. The Biodiversity Stewardship Program is a key part of the CPCP that will

contribute to protecting habitat for threatened species and ecological communities.

We are also working closely with the NSW Biodiversity Credit Supply Fund and taskforce to buy and

retire biodiversity credits (including Cumberland Plain woodland) when they are available.

Key achievements as of 17 August 2023

The department has:

1 bought credits equivalent to 49 hectares of Cumberland Plain Woodland under the BC Act

1 completed 4 business cases and 4 feasibility studies for potential biodiversity stewardship

sites and given them to the landholders for consideration

1 signed one credit sale agreement to buy Cumberland Plain Woodland credits from a future

stewardship site created through the CPCP (site subject to approval).
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3.3 Ecological restoration

The CPCP ecological restoration program focusses on creating, extending, or improving
conservation land, including koala habitat, within the CPCP strategic conservation area?. Focusing
our activities in these areas has the greatest potential to deliver beneficial long-term outcomes for
areas of important biodiversity on the Cumberland Plain.

The CPCP must deliver and support ecological restoration activities in conservation lands. This
includes ecological reconstruction of up to a maximum of 25% of the CPCP’s offset target for native

vegetation, and associated land management actions needed to restore habitat.

Key achievements as of 17 August 2023
1 Within 12 months of the CPCP conferral, the department established the ecological

restoration working group to guide restoration activities under the CPCP.

1 In August 2023, we finalised the restoration strategy with input from the restoration
working group. The CPCP Executive Approval Committee approved the strategy on
17 August 2023, in line with the conferral.

1 We completed 6 hectares of assisted regeneration to restore koala habitat and improve the
condition of Cumberland Plain Woodland (refer to Figure 6 and Figure 7).

1 We developed a restoration site management plan for 880A-900A Appin Road, Gilead and
started a second management plan for 180 Appin Road, Appin to be completed in late 2023.

1 We received environmental approval to start reconstructing 10 hectares of koala habitat
identified for restoration in the future Georges River Koala Reserve.

1  We completed the Cumberland Plain Woodland Knowledge Infrastructure Project (see box
‘The Cumberland Plain Woodland Knowledge Infrastructure Project’ for more details).

1 We formed a partnership with the Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan. Garden staff
have taken 15 collections of seed from across the Cumberland Plain bioregion to be

cleaned, tested and stored for later use under the CPCP restoration program.

2 The CPCP strategic conservation area is the area of greatest strategic value to deliver long-term conservation outcomes in the
Cumberland subregion and which contains vegetation communities needed to offset biodiversity impacts under the CPCP. The NSW
Government will identify and prioritise suitable conservation land from within the strategic conservation area to offset biodiversity
impacts over the life of the CPCP.

Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan 2023 Annual Update | 15



The Cumberland Plain Woodland Knowledge Infrastructure Project

The project investigated the genetic neighbourhoods for 11 species of plants used in restoration
on the Cumberland Plain.

The investigations have given us preliminary guidance on selecting seed sources to maximise
genetic diversity and adaptive potential for Cumberland Plain ecological communities in future
climates. The department will be applying the guidelines developed through the investigations
to our future collections and ecological reconstruction projects. The restoration working group
and researchers will monitor the results and report on the outcomes.

Figure 7. Cumberland Plain Woodland in Georges River Koala Reserve, which will be restored in 2023-24
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3.4 Koala conservation

The CPCP includes specific commitments and actions to protect the Southern Sydney koala
population. These will address the impacts and potential risks to koalas from future development in
the Wilton and Greater Macarthur growth areas. We developed these commitments and actions
based on advice from the Office of Chief Scientist & Engineer (2020 and 2021) and the NSW Koala
Strategy (PDF 2.69 MB) (2018).

Key achievements as of 17 August 2023
T In2021and 2022, the CPCP contributed funds to Science for Wildlife to monitor how koalas

survive when they are released after being in care.

1 In2022 and 2023, the CPCP funded the University of Sydney Koala Health Hub to carry out

a koala chlamydia vaccine trial in south-west Sydney.

1 We applied a suite of planning controls to address the CPCP’s commitments 7 and 12.

Figure 8. One of the koalas in the vaccine trial (courtesy of University of Sydney)
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3.4.1 Koala health and welfare and monitoring

In partnership with the Greater Sydney branch of the Biodiversity Conservation and Science Group
(formerly the Environment and Heritage Group) and the NSW Koala Strategy, we have developed a

3-tiered program to monitor key koala outcomes for the CPCP. These programs help to ensure that:

1 koalas in south-west Sydney remain healthy
1 koalas persist and thrive in koala habitat across the region

1 the population of koalas within the Georges River Koala Reserve is regularly monitored.

We have started gathering baseline data to help us estimate the koala population in the Georges
River Koala Reserve and any biodiversity stewardship sites we will establish under the CPCP where

koalas are present.

Between May and June 2023, we surveyed the health of koalas in south-west Sydney to check for
the presence of chlamydia. This survey detected 137 koalas in Campbeltown and Wollondilly local
government areas (including in the Georges River Koala Reserve). This was an increase from the first
disease survey done in 2021, which found 83 koalas from a similar area. Results of the survey will be
available in 2024.

3.4.2 Development controls for koala protection
The CPCP has implemented commitment 7, which requires the department to:

‘mitigate indirect and prescribed impacts from urban, industrial, infrastructure development on
the southern Sydney koala population to best-practice standards in line with advice from the
Office of NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer and in accordance with Appendix E of the

CPCP (PDF 10.2 MB).’

Commitment 12 also requires the protection of koala corridors in the Cumberland subregion. This
includes those along the Nepean River, Georges River, Cataract River and Ousedale Creek.

Before the start of the CPCP, we applied development controls to protect habitat (see section 3.7)
and ensure safe, functional corridors for koala movement (consistent with advice from the Office of

the Chief Scientist & Engineer). This includes development controls in:

the north-south koala corridor along the Georges River (Commitment 10)

the north-south koala corridor along the Nepean and Cataract rivers

1
1
1 the east-west corridor along Ousedale Creek between the Georges River and Nepean River
1 Elladale Creek and Simpsons Creek as an area of functional koala habitat

1

the north-south koala corridor along Allens Creek.
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Case study 1 - Koala conservation

The department funded 2 research projects to support koala health and welfare:

1 astudy that monitored koalas released after being in care that was carried out by Science
for Wildlife in 2021 and 2022

1 achlamydia vaccine trial in south-western Sydney carried out by the University of Sydney
Koala Health Hub between 2022 and 2023.

Both projects also received financial support from the NSW Koala Strategy.

Post-release monitoring

The post-release monitoring study found various factors affected koala survival when they are
released after being in care. These included diet in care, body weight, climbing skills and the
location of release. To help address these issues, an app was developed to help carers find

suitable feed trees.

The project also looked at faecal testing as a potential method of assessing koala health before
release. It found that there were too many variables affecting the results for this to be a

suitable method for carers and vets to use.

Vaccine trial

The chlamydia vaccine trial found that while the vaccine did produce a significant antibody
response in koalas, it was not 100% effective at preventing koalas from contracting the disease.
Vaccination on its own may not be enough to reduce the likelihood of the disease spreading into

the Campbeltown koala population.

The CPCP has also collaborated with the department’s Biodiversity Conservation and Science
group to plan and finance a koala survey that began in September 2023. We will monitor 55
plots using recording devices and drones to determine occupancy and the relative abundance
of koalas within suitable habitat across south-west Sydney. The survey will be repeated

annually for up to 5 years until trends become apparent.

The department is also funding a survey to estimate the size of the koala population in the
Georges River Koala Reserve. The survey will occur every year in spring. The survey will use

songmeters (devices that record koala calls) to estimate koala densities within the reserve.

Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan 2023 Annual Update | 19



3.4.3 Koala exclusion fencing and crossings

The CPCP commits to delivering 3 koala (and other wildlife) crossings. The department is partnering

with Transport for NSW to deliver 2 of these. The establishment of koala-exclusion fencing and safe

animal crossings across Appin Road and other linear infrastructure is part of commitments and

planned actions under the CPCP. They are desighed to improve ecological resilience and function.

Key achievements as of 17 August 2023

Koala-exclusion fencing

1 InJune 2022, the department completed a koala-exclusion fencing feasibility study

including a detailed desktop analysis.

1  With our project delivery partner Transport for NSW, the department:

(o]

committed $1.5 million in April 2022 to planning and delivering koala-exclusion fencing

at sites on Hume Motorway, Picton Road and Appin Road

entered into agreement for Transport for NSW to do an environmental impact
assessment, detailed design work and construction for koala-exclusion fencing at sites
on Hume Motorway, Picton Road and Appin Road.

Fauna-safe crossings

1 With our project delivery partner Transport for NSW, the department:

0]

constructed a safe animal crossing and animal fencing at Kings Falls Bridge in
December 2022 (Figure 9)

completed a review of environmental factors in early 2023 for the Ousedale koala

crossing, near Brian Road, Appin Road, including publicly exhibiting it

completed investigations and prepared detailed design work and environmental

assessments in June 2023 at the Upper Canal for a future koala crossing.

1 Inearly 2023, the Office of Strategic Lands started the process to acquire 3 partial lots

needed to build the Ousedale fauna crossing.
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Case Study 2 - Kings Falls Bridge wildlife crossing
Project scope:

1 Augment the existing Kings Falls Bridge abutments to allow safer and dry movement for

koalas and other animals for north-south connectivity
1 Construct up to one kilometre of koala fence along Appin Road adjacent to the crossing
Outcome

The new Kings Falls Bridge wildlife crossing under Appin Road was installed in 2022. Designed
by Transport for NSW and funded by the department, this new crossing is designed to provide

safer koala movement at Appin Road.

The installation of 750 metres of koala fencing along both sides of Appin Road next to the
crossing is to redirect koalas and other animals away from Appin Road and towards the

2 bench-like structures under the bridge.

Since being built, the koala fence and crossing have been subject to ongoing vandalism

including cutting away sections of the fence and underpass.

In March 2023, we commissioned Biosis Pty Ltd to carry out monitoring to help determine
whether the underpass and koala fence were effective in providing a safer crossing of Appin
Road. Both native and exotic animals were detected at the site however more evidence is
needed to prove the fencing and underpass are an effective conservation measure. We are

looking at ways to carry out monitoring at Kings Falls Bridge over the longer term, including

better protection of cameras from vandalism.

Figure 9. New fencing (left) and a new koala underpass (right) at Kings Falls Bridge
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3.5 Caring for Country

The Caring for Country Aboriginal Outcomes Strategy for the CPCP is focusing on promoting

Aboriginal culture and knowledge, helping Aboriginal people maintain distinctive relationships with

land and waters in western Sydney and supporting economic participation.
The implementation of this strategy aims to:

1 improve the health and wellbeing of Country
1 promote Aboriginal® culture and knowledge

1 help the Darug, Dharawal and Gundungurra* peoples and the broader Aboriginal communities

maintain distinctive relationships with land and waters in western Sydney

1 support economic participation for Aboriginal peoples.
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Figure 10. Cycle of healthy Country and self-determination - from the strategy

3 Throughout this strategy, the term Aboriginal is primarily used to specifically reference Aboriginal peoples/communities or matters
across the mainland of Australia and Tasmania. It has also been used to reference previous themes and actions of the strategy in draft or
previous sections of the research strategy.

4 Within the strategy we have used the spelling Darug, Dharawal, and Gundungurra to represent the Traditional Custodians of the CPCP
area. However, we are aware there are numerous accepted spellings of these names, as they have been passed on verbally for many
generations and have been subject to different interpretations.
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Key achievements as of 17 August 2023
1 In May 2021, the department partnered with the NSW Aboriginal Land Council to deliver a

S1 million grants program tailored to the 3 local Aboriginal land councils in the CPCP area.
This will support the delivery of cultural and conservation outcomes on their land and build
their capacity.

1 In May 2021, we partnered with Yarpa NSW Indigenous Business and Employment Hub to
deliver around $700,000 under the Business Development Grant Program for Aboriginal

businesses. This will help them to build capacity and capability.

1 Between November 2022 and April 2023, we released a draft Caring for Country Aboriginal
Outcomes Strategy for public exhibition.

1 Between 2022 and 2023, we engaged with the Darug, Dharawal and Gundungurra peoples,
the broader Aboriginal communities and groups and a range of Aboriginal organisations

from the CPCP region to finalise the strategy.
1 We created and filled Aboriginal-identified roles to support the delivery of the CPCP and

Caring for Country Strategy and capacity-building roles for one university and one high

school student.

1 We engaged an Aboriginal artist to produce artworks for the Caring for Country Strategy

and its communications materials.

Department of Planning and Environment

Caring for Country

Aboriginal Outcomes
Strategy 2023-33

M Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan

Figure 11. Cover of the Caring for Country Strategy
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Case study 3 - Engagement on the draft Caring for Country Strategy
The department released the draft Caring for Country Strategy for public exhibition in

November 2022, welcoming comments from the public over a period of 6 months.

During the public exhibition, we had 12 meetings with community groups with 23 total
attendees. We also engaged with Aboriginal communities through an email distribution list of
more than 150 contacts, attended 3 community events (from which we received approximately
135 inquiries) and organised a webinar. We received 5 written submissions and 6 phone calls.
The draft strategy was advertised on Koori radio and newspaper in November 2022.

We have modified the strategy based on the participants’ feedback during the engagement.
The following are highlights of the engagement:

1 Between 2019 and 2020, we had early engagement with western Sydney’s Aboriginal
communities to help inform the CPCP’s development. This included open events with
Aboriginal communities of western Sydney, workshops with NSW Aboriginal Land Council,
Gandangara, Tharawal and Deerubbin Aboriginal land councils, walks on Country and

information sessions in Liverpool, Mt Druitt and Penrith.

1 Between 2020 and 2022, we held around 30 meetings and contacted over 200 members of
the Aboriginal communities to understand their priorities and identify opportunities for

development of the strategy.

1 In 2021, we received a Planning Institute of Australia award for undertaking exemplary early
engagement with Aboriginal custodians, representatives and other stakeholders to develop
the CPCP.

1 InMay 2022, we ran ‘close the loop’ sessions with Aboriginal stakeholders.

1 Between November 2022 and April 2023, we engaged with Aboriginal stakeholders on the
draft strategy, including by webinar, email distribution, presentations at Aboriginal
committee meetings, meetings with Traditional custodians and Knowledge Holders and
attendance at 3 community events (Yabun Community Event, Cooee Festival and Tharawal
Local Aboriginal Land Council NAIDOC Festival).

Details on the Caring for Country Strategy and the associated engagement are available on the

department’s website.
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3.6 CPCPresearch program

The CPCP identifies that while there is a considerable amount of research on the ecology of the
Cumberland subregion, there are still some gaps that need to be closed to manage and improve

biodiversity over the long term in the CPCP area.

The CPCP has invested $1.8 million to develop a 35-year research strategy and deliver the first
4 years of research in partnership with University of Western Sydney. This research will underpin the

adaptive management needed to improve biodiversity outcomes over the life of the CPCP.

Key achievements as of 17 August 2023

1 Between November 2023 and February 2024, the department and the University of Western
Sydney jointly carried out targeted engagement with key stakeholders. We publicly
exhibited the CPCP’s research strategy for comment.

1 During 2023, we awarded 6 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) scholarships through the
implementation of stage 1 of the research program, co-funded by the University of Western
Sydney.

1 InJuly 2021, we established the CPCP research program steering committee to oversee the
delivery of the strategy. Membership was from across the department and University of

Western Sydney.

Figure 12. Cover of the CPCP research strategy
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