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1. Executive summary

The AGL Camden CCC began in July 2002 as part of a Consent Condition and Approval by the
Minister for Planning to Sydney Gas Operation’s coal bed methane project at Camden. The project
is located sixty-five kilometres south west of Sydney in the Macarthur region of New South Wales
across the three Local Government areas of Camden, Campbelltown and Wollondilly Councils. It
originally supplied 5% of the State’s gas supply into the AGL network and consisted of 144 gas wells,
one hundred kilometres of low pressure, underground gas gathering lines, a high-pressure supply
line, the Ray Beddoe Treatment Plant at Cawdor, the Rosalind Park Gas Plant (RPGP) at Menangle,
and associated infrastructure. Although the early stages of the project expanded the petroleum
leaseholds, further stages did not proceed and in February 2016, AGL announced the planned
decommissioning and rehabilitation of all the sites, with production ceasing on 28 August 2023.
Decommissioning of the RPGP is now complete with the site rehabilitated in August 2024. Further
well decommissioning and field rehabilitation is on course for completion by 2025, with surrender
of leases anticipated by the end of that year and all regulatory compliance and sign off achieved by
2026-7.

The CCC has met consistently for over two decades, retaining two of the original members and the
benefit of stability with enduring support from later additions to committee members. The
composition of the committee is:

o Three local community representatives;
e Two representatives from the Barragal Landcare Group;

o Three Local Government staff representatives from Camden, Campbelltown and Wollondilly
Councils and elected representatives when available;

e Three AGL representatives with attendance from other AGL personnel as required;

e Anindependent Chairperson.

2. CCC activities over last 12 months:

As approved by the Department, the CCC held its annual and subsequently final meeting in
September this year. Quarterly reports and updates were provided by AGL during the ensuing
months when the committee did not meet. These included operational updates, progress of
well decommissioning and rehabilitation, regulatory reporting, correspondence and community
updates. At the September meeting, the committee was informed of the complete
decommissioning and rehabilitation of the RPGP, finalisation of remaining well rehabilitation
and landholder agreement, projected timeline on all site rehabilitation, including the monitoring
bores and gas pipeline towards regulatory sign off and surrender of leases.



The committee was also apprised of the status of the successful projects which received funding
under AGL’s Community Legacy Fund awarded in 2023, a process which the committee was
actively involved in. All members endorsed AGL’s generous contribution by leaving a lasting
footprint in the region where it has operated and integrated successfully with the community
for so many years.

This committee has held a record number of sixty-one meetings over two decades, the
dedication of the council and community representatives cannot be overstated for their
valuable insights and commitment to their local communities. Gratitude and acknowledgement
of the major role AGL personnel have played in the success of this committee has often been
stated at meetings.

In recognition of the final stages of the Camden Gas Project and the approaching conclusion of
the committee’s role, options for future engagement were put to the members for
consideration at the final September meeting. It was subsequently decided the department’s
approval be sought for the suspension of the CCC, permissible under the Guidelines which the
committee has operated. Such approval has now been granted by the department and the
committee formally suspended, pending surrender of all development consents by AGL.

Key issues

There are no existing issues for this committee. All matters have been dealt with expeditiously
over the years.

Conclusion

AGL will maintain ongoing engagement with the committee through direct quarterly
communications or milestones until mid-2025. Upon surrender of development consents, the
operation of the committee ceases to exist.

It has been said before but warrants repeating, given the history of strong opposition to coal
seam methane gas exploration and production within the State and beyond (applicable to most
other energy resource projects), early and genuine community consultation played a significant
role in this instance. The local councils, their community representatives and the company
provided the framework to work through the challenges, understand and respect those views
and for the opportunities to grow. All members of this committee are proud of such
achievements.
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