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1. Executive summary / introduction 

The Centennial Charbon/Inglenook CCC is unlike other committees in that it combines an end of life 

coal mine at Charbon in the final stages of rehabilitation with that of the exploration project of 

Inglenook.  The merger of the committees was approved by the former Minister for Planning and 

Minister for Primary Industries in 2017.  

Coal mining has occurred since 1920 at Charbon and covers an area of approximately 2,692 hectares 

of former open cut and underground mining and historic areas, with a rail loop.  However, the coal 

handling preparation plant (CHPP) has now been removed.  The original committee, established in 

2004, was part of ongoing consent approvals through the Department of Planning.  Both 

underground and open cut mining was completed in 2014-15 and a large part of land is under 

rehabilitation nearing completion. The site is approximately four kilometres south of Kandos and 

located in the Mid-Western Regional Council Local Government Area.  

The Inglenook project is situated mostly in the Lithgow City Council Local Government Area, 

comprising an area of approximately 6798 hectares under four leaseholds in the Running 

Stream/Ilford area.  The original Ministerial exploration committee was established in 2010.   

In view of the advanced stages of rehabilitation of the Charbon site, Mid-Western Regional Council 

resolved in November 2024 not to appoint any representatives to this committee.  Similarly, with 

little activity occurring for the Inglenook project, Lithgow City Council also chose not to appoint a 

representative to the committee.  Both councils do receive copies of committee meeting minutes 

and presentations. 

With these two changes, the committee is currently comprised of: 

• Four local community representatives; 

• one member of the Running Stream Water Users as a stakeholder group; 

• one member from the Rylstone District Environment Society as a stakeholder group; 

• two Centennial representatives, with attendance from other personnel as required; 

• an independent Chairperson.  

  



 

 
 

2. CCC activities over last 12 months: 

The committee continues to meet biannually, on site at Charbon, in March and September, 
although this is likely to be reviewed by the committee in early 2026.  Topics discussed  for the 
reporting period were routine environmental monitoring and baseline data collection, including 
weather conditions, licensed discharges and water quality, progress on rehabilitation and 
demolition of site infrastructure, land management (weeds and feral animal control) and future 
potential.  No complaints were received for 2025.   

The March meeting revisited the discussion on the coal quality of the Inglenook exploration area 

and much anticipated feasibility study, now expected 2026.  The committee was informed on the 

progress of the rehabilitation of the Charbon site, including the Main Reject Emplacement Area, the 

stockpile and the demolition of the Coal Handling Preparation Plant.  A site tour was undertaken by 

the committee at the conclusion of the meeting. 

The September meeting was updated on the completion of site demolition and finalisation of final 
landforms and the remaining rehabilitation schedule, which are all on time.  The members discussed 
the renewal process for the four lease areas of Inglenook due to expire in December 2025 and their 
application for a further three years, no exploration drilling undertaken since 2021 and none 
expected in 2026, the review of Centennial’s assets and anticipated concept study, along with Mt 
Piper’s coal source.  
A general conversation on the history of the merging of the two committees into one, changes to 
Government departments over time and the current status under the auspice of the DPHI.   
Given the stage both sites are now at, a review of moving to an annual meeting was mentioned and 
the potential for Centennial to disseminate a biannual newsletter to keep the broader community 
informed on what is happening.    
With changes to local councils’ representation reflected in the Terms of Reference, the members  
confirmed their currency with these amendments.  
The proposal for the Battery Energy Storage System was also mentioned.   

 

Attendance at meetings remains unchanged from previous years with all members maintaining their 
interest in what is occurring or planned for in their local area.  A good rapport exists amongst all 
parties.  All minutes and presentations are available on the company website in accordance with 
DPHI guidelines. 

  



 

 
3. Key issues 

Issue Actions taken Next steps 

Rehabilitation of 

Charbon Mine site 

Successful capping trial 

of main reject 

emplacement area, final 

land form, shaping and 

contouring completed in 

July 2024. 

Site tour undertaken in 

March 2025. 

Ongoing progressive rehabilitation across site 

finalised and on schedule.  Updates provided to 

CCC at each meeting. 

 

 

Inglenook exploration Concept and feasibility 

study review. 

Ongoing and expected mid 2026.  Any updates 

to be reported to CCC.  

Review of meeting 

schedule  

Raised at September 

2025 meeting. 

To be reviewed by CCC at March 2026 meeting. 

4. Focus for next 12 months: 

• The planned activities for 2026 will remain similar to past years and likely to include a site 

tour of the Charbon rehabilitation, together with continued reporting on company 

operations, including monitoring and environmental performance and any community 

complaints/responses. 

• The much awaited viability of the Inglenook project and confirmation of Centennial’s future 

plans for the exploration area and potential use for the Charbon site will remain of great 

interest to the committee members and the wider community.  Other than this, there are 

no known outstanding or emerging issues.    

 
Name of chairperson: Margaret MacDonald-Hill 

 
Date: March 5 2026. 

 
 




