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1 | EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Hunter Valley Operations (HVO) is an opencut coal mine comprising HVO North and HVO South operations. 
It is located in Lemington, NSW, approximately 20km northwest of Singleton.  HVO's Community Consultative 
Committee (CCC) is a forum for open discussions and information sharing between HVO and the surrounding 
community. 

The HVO CCC operates in accordance with the Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) Community 
Consultative Committee Guideline (2023) for State Significant Development Projects. 

During the reporting period, the committee has performed its functions well and in accordance with the DPE 
CCC Guideline as well as the HVO CCC terms of reference. It provides an effective communication forum 
between community representatives, local Council and HVO. 

 

2 | HVO CCC ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY  

 

Table 1 provides a summary of the HVO CCC annual report.  

 

Table 1 – 2025 HVO CCC Annual Report Overview 

Aspect  Detail  

Project Name Hunter Valley Operations  

Project Location  Lemington, NSW  

Reporting Period 1 January – 31 December 2025 

Independent Chairperson Dr. Colin Gellatly  

Proponent Contact 
Ben de Somer – HVO Manager 
Environment and Community  

 

3 | ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD  

3.1 | MEETINGS  

 

Four face-to-face, quarterly meetings were held on: 

 

• 5 February 2025 

• 7 May 2025 

• 27 August 2025 

• 5 November 2025 
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Meetings were held onsite at HVO on a Wednesday between 9:30 – 11:30am, with the exception of 5 
February, which was held between 1:30 – 3:30pm.   
 

3.2 | COMMITTEE  

 

The committee consisted of: 

 

• An independent Chairperson 

• An independent minute taker 

• A Singleton Councillor 

• Three (3) HVO (company) representatives (with additional subject matter experts as required) 

• Seven (7) community representatives 

• One (1) stakeholder group representative (Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group) 

 

Attendees at HVO CCC meetings are summarised in Table 2.  

  

Table 2 – 2024 HVO CCC Attendees  
 

Administration  

Chairperson (independent)  Dr. Colin Gellatly 

Minute Taker (independent)  Sarah Purser 

Community 

Brian Atfield Community Representative 

Jeanie Hayes Community Representative 

Michael Wellard Community Representative 

Todd Mills Community Representative 

Di Gee Community Representative 

Janelle Wenham Community Representative 

Peter Nichols Community Representative 

Dr. Neville Hodkinson Community Representative (SSHEG) 

Local Council 

CR. Sue George Singleton Council 

HVO (company) 

Andrew Speechly Manager Environment and Community (outgoing) 

Ben de Somer Manager Environment and Community 

John Martin Maintenance Manager  

Jason Martin Approvals Manager – HVO Continuation Project 

Brendon Hubert Superintendent Environment and Community 

Nic McLaughlin Environment and Community Officer 
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Peter Bowman Environment and Community Officer 

Beth Maher Environment and Community Graduate 

Ben Griffiths  Environment and Community Vacation Student  

4 | PUBLICATIONS  

 

Prior to, and following, each quarterly meeting, HVO provides the below to members via email and/or 
publishes on the HVO website (www.hvo.com.au): 
 

• Agenda  

• Business papers  

• Meeting presentation slides   

• Minutes  

• Terms of Reference (developed in consultation with all CCC members)  

 

Agenda items / presentation at each meeting generally consisted of updated information regarding:   
 

• Welcome, apologies, correspondence, administration, etc – delivered by Chairperson  

• Operations update – delivered by HVO Manager Environment and Community 

• Environment and community management (complaints, rehabilitation, pest / weed / land 

management, biodiversity off-sets) – delivered by HVO Manager Environment and Community 

• Heritage (aboriginal and historic) – delivered by HVO Environment and Community Officer / Manager 

Environment and Community 

• Reporting, exceedances and inspections – delivered by HVO Manager Environment and Community 

• Exploration works - delivered by HVO Manager Environment and Community 

• HVO Continuation Project – delivered by HVO Approvals Manager 

• Community contribution (grants, funding, events, media) – delivered by HVO Environment and 

Community Officer 

• Community feedback – delivered by individual community representatives   

• General business – co-ordinated by Chairperson  

• HVO contact details (website, complaints and blasting hotline telephone number and SMS blasting 

notification system) – delivered by HVO Manager Environment and Community 

 

Business papers consist of inter meeting information regarding: 
 

• Community complaints 

• Environmental incidents 

• Community contribution (e.g. grants, events, media, etc)  

• Environmental monitoring reports 

• Environmental / community related documents 
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5 | KEY ISSUES AND MEMBER FEEDBACK  

 

CCC Feedback Actions Taken Follow-up 

Meeting 5 February 2025 

Question raised regarding maintenance of air-
conditioning units for resident with mitigation 
agreement. Suggested units should be scheduled 
for servicing every three months 

Scheduled servicing timeframe increased to 
quarterly for some units  

Relevant resident satisfied 
with response  

Question raised of HVO CCC meeting time. 
Suggested meeting start time be changed to start 
at 9.30am rather than 1:30pm  

HVO CCC members and HVO in agreement to 
change start time  

HVO CCC meeting start time changed to 
9.30am 

Invitation and administration 
duties adjusted to new start 

time   

CCC member suggested the community make the 
overall judgement to preserve or conserve HVO 
owned heritage buildings   

Historic Heritage Management Plan, listing all 
HVO owned heritage buildings, listed on HVO 

website 
Nil required  

Meeting 7 May 2025 

CCC member suggested there’s a need to get rid 
of feral pig habitat on the (Hunter) river as the 
pigs hide there 

HVO as well as other CCC members feedback 
was that pigs were a widespread problem, not 

just in river along HVO  

HVO conducts regular pig 
trapping and baiting 

programmes throughout the 
year  

Question raised if HVO sort their waste, i.e. 
metals, plastics, etc.  

HVO confirmed that various waste streams in 
place as well as colour coded and labelled bins 

to identify the waste types 

HVO undertakes waste 
stream audits on a monthly 

basis  

Meeting 27 August 2025 

Question raised if HVO had any specific areas on 
site or historic homesteads that would be 
worthwhile for members to visit  

HVO confirmed that both were possible  

Site tour of rehabilitation area undertaken 
following meeting of 5  November 2025 

Nil required  

Question raised if HVO have systems in place to 
check for riverbank erosion, together with 
comment that this issue was not only for HVO, but 
also for other landowners river frontage 

HVO confirmed that consultants are engaged 
to review certain points in relation to the 

general establishment of the river bank such as 
stability, vegetation and species  

Nil required 

 

Question raised if HVO conducts water tank 
cleaning for Jerrys Plains residents   

HVO confirmed this program runs within 
landholder agreements and a mitigation zone. 

Residents can reach out to HVO direct to 
discuss this service 

Advertised in biannual 
newsletters  

Comment that it would be interesting to learn of 
the works being undertaken by HVO in relation to 
green and golden bell frogs and also historic 
homestead projects 

HVO includes updates each quarter on 
biodiversity offset areas, including works for 

green and golden bell frogs as well as historic 
buildings   

HVO confirmed that a management strategy for 
the Great Lodge had been included in the 

Historic Heritage Management Plan (available 
on HVO website)  

Nil required  

Meeting 5 November 2025 

Increase in recent dust levels in the Maison Dieu 
area 

HVO confirmed actions to control dust, 
including dust risk weather forecast, 

conducting modelling and planning of blasts, 
cameras to allow remote inspection, visual 
inspection, real-time monitoring and alarm 

Nil required  
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response, the site Air Quality Trigger Action 
Response Plan and compliance monitoring. 

HVO has also recently invested in a new water 
cart fleet with increased capacity, and water fill 

point upgrades. 

HVO confirmed management of dust is a focus 
point for all on site     

 

6 | CODE OF CONDUCT AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Annual Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest Forms were circulated to members, signed off by all 
individual members and returned to the Chairperson. 

 

7 | PERFORMANCE AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

The committee has performed its functions well and in accordance with the DPE CCC Guideline as well as 
the HVO CCC terms of reference. It provides an effective communication forum between community 
representatives, local Council and HVO (the company). 

There are currently no matters affecting the performance and effectiveness of the committee.  

 

8 | TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 

The Terms of Reference and current schedule of activities proposed for 2026 will mirror those undertaken 
during 2025.  

 

The first CCC meeting for 2026 is scheduled for 18 February 2025.  

 

9 | FOCUS FOR THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS 

 

• Quarterly CCC meetings to provide continual updates as they occur  

• Continue to maintain and foster responsible social performance  

• HVO Continuation Project  
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Chairperson: Dr. Colin Gellatly 

Date: XX February 2026 


