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1. Executive summary / introduction 

The Newstan/Awaba Community Consultative Committee was established in 2011 combining 

the two collieries into one committee.  Mining began at the Awaba Colliery in 1947, prior to the 

implementation of the 1979 Environmental Planning and Assessment.  Mining ceased in March 

2012 and the mine still remains on care and maintenance.  In the area now referred to as 

Newstan, underground coal mining began in 1887 and the mine continued under existing rights 

until 1999 when a consolidated consent was approved by the Minister for Urban Affairs and 

Planning.  In 2014, Newstan was also placed on care and maintenance, although an 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to recommence mining currently rests with the 

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI).  Following further feasibility 

investigations by Centennial, a Response to Submissions Report and an amended variation 

report to progress the EIS is likely to be submitted second quarter of 2026.  Both collieries and 

associated surface infrastructure are within the Lake Macquarie City Council Local Government 

Area, east of the M1 Motorway and located south of the Awaba village, south west of the 

township of Toronto, extending from the western extremity of Lake Macquarie to the eastern 

foothills of the Watagan Mountains.   

For the reporting period the committee was comprised of: 

• Two local community representatives; 

• An elected Councillor and staff representative of Lake Macquarie City Council; 

• Two Centennial Newstan representatives, with attendance from others as required; 

• An independent Chairperson. 

2. CCC activities over last 12 months 

• The committee’s meeting schedule increased during 2025 to keep the committee informed 

on the progress of the three modifications 4, 5 and 6; the expansion of the Cooranbong 

Stockpile , rejects  beneficial use and redesign of the Southern Reject Emplacement Area 

(SREA) and relocation of power lines, respectively.  Meetings were held in March, July and 

November.  Apart from updates on the modifications, regular reporting on general 

environmental management and monitoring, compliance, operational activities, land and 

water management, the Awaba seep and sinkholes, the survival rates of the Tetratheca 

Juncea relocation and prevention of ongoing site vandalism were discussed at each meeting.  

Minutes and presentations to all meetings are available on the Centennial site. No site tours 

were undertaken by the committee during this year.      



• In accordance with actions  from the previous year in regard to modification 5 and the   

proposed traffic route on public roads with safety aspects and increased vehicle movements, 

specialist staff attended the March and subsequent 2025 meetings to provide further 

information as studies were finalised and the Response to Submissions Report lodged with 

the department. The Independent Planning Commission approved this modification  in June 

2025.   

• Although a small committee by virtue of community representation and support from the 

Council representatives, nevertheless it remained effective, particularly with the benefit of 

the long term community members and  their broad community networks and interests 

which sustained the committee’s efficacy.  Unfortunately, one of the long term community 

representatives who represented four other local stakeholder groups, resigned from the 

committee prior to the November meeting, leaving a combination of one community 

member and two local council representatives independent of mining personnel.   

3. Key issues 

The key issue for the committee to remain consistent with the intention of the Guidelines is to 

attract new community members as a priority.  With the progression of the extension project, it 

seems timely for this to occur in conjunction with that in the new year as it may reignite some 

interest.  However, it is noted that previous attempts in recent years failed to attract any 

potential new members.  

4. Focus for next 12 months 

The consensus of those remaining committee members is for the formation of a new committee 

to be established in 2026 in accordance with the Department’s 2023 Community Consultative 

Committee Guidelines for State Significant Projects.   This will be the role of a new Chairperson 

in consultation with Centennial Newstan Complex personnel and the department.  

The existing Terms of Reference will also need to be updated to reflect change in membership.  

• Conclusion 

Having taken on the role of Chairperson from the Hon Milton Morris in 2013, it has been my 

pleasure to work with a small group of people interested in the wellbeing of their local 

environment and community.  The partnership formed with Centennial Fassifern personnel over 

recent years in collecting donations at Christmas to support those less fortunate and 

administered by the local Neighbourhood Centre was inspirational  and promulgated by the 

retiring community member.  A concept certainly not part of the operational guidelines of these 

committees but an illuminating picture of what can be achieved when like minded people come 

together for the greater good.    
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