
 

 
Community Consultative Committee (CCC) – Annual Report  

CCC project name: Western Region CCC Reporting period: 1 January 2025 – 31 December 
2025 

Independent 
chairperson: 

Deborah Palmer 
(Independent Chairperson) 

Proponent contact: Natalie Gardiner, Centennial Coal 
Company Limited (Centennial) 

1. Executive summary / introduction 
The Western Region Community Consultative Committee (CCC) met four times in 2025 to provide a forum for 
information sharing and discussion between Centennial, community representatives and Lithgow City Council 
regarding Centennial’s western operations. The CCC considered operational updates, environmental 
monitoring results, incidents and non-compliances, and the status of major planning and approvals processes 
affecting Springvale Colliery (including the Springvale Water Treatment Plant), Springvale Coal Services, 
Lidsdale Siding, Angus Place Colliery and the Ivanhoe Complex. 

Key themes in 2025 included mine water management and discharge arrangements (including Angus Place 
and Springvale Water Treatment Plant modifications and associated proposals), environmental performance 
and compliance (monitoring results, incidents, non-compliances and regulator interactions), progress on 
closure and rehabilitation planning (including the Section 240 Notice and adit sealing programs), cultural 
heritage and biodiversity management, and forward planning for continuity projects and modifications 
(Springvale Modification 5, Springvale West, Angus Place West and the proposed Ivanhoe Rehabilitation 
Project). 

2. CCC activities over last 12 months: 
• Four meetings were held in 2025 (11 March, 10 June, 16 September and 9 December 2025). 

• Attendance included community representatives and Lithgow City Council, with Centennial 
representatives providing updates across Springvale Colliery, the Springvale Water Treatment Plant, 
Springvale Coal Services, Lidsdale Siding, Angus Place and Ivanhoe. 

• Observer participation: NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service attended as an observer from September 
2025. An interested neighbour to the Springvale site attended the December meeting as approved by the 
Chair. 

• Site visits / inspections: members attended a Surface Operations Centre walkthrough following the June 
2025 meeting and an aboveground site tour of Springvale Colliery prior to the December 2025 meeting. 

• Special presentations: Banpu Energy Australia presented an update on the Pinecrest Battery Energy 
Storage System (BESS) project (March 2025). 

• The CCC also provided an avenue for members to contribute issues for independent audits and to discuss 
opportunities to improve community communications ahead of future public exhibitions. 

3. Key issues 
The table below summarises the key issues raised by the CCC during 2025 and the actions taken or proposed 
in response. 

Issue Actions taken Next steps 

Mine water management 
and discharge arrangements 

Regular updates on water monitoring, 
discharge volumes and compliance; 
discussion of SWTP Mod 11 
implementation during Mount Piper 
outages and proposed Mod 12 / 

Continue CCC briefings as 
reports/referrals are lodged; 
provide clear information ahead of 
any public exhibition and how to 
participate. 



 

 
associated modifications (WCS Mod 7, 
Angus Place Mod 10). 

Environmental performance, 
incidents and non-
compliances 

Monitoring results for air, noise, dust 
and water were presented throughout 
the year. Key items included SWTP 
brine event (Feb 2025), Marisil spill at 
Springvale (contained on-site), WCS 
LDP001 sample exceedances 
(duplicates generally compliant), and 
monitoring equipment issues at 
Lidsdale (DG1; BAM error). 

Maintain focus on prevention and 
corrective actions; continue 
transparent reporting to CCC on 
investigations, regulator 
notifications and licence variations. 

Audit and regulatory 
requirements 

Updates provided on independent 
environmental audits (including 
Springvale audit outcomes) and 
regulator processes. Centennial briefed 
the CCC on a Section 240 Notice 
(Mining Act 1992) issued in July 2025 
requiring groundwater/surface water 
assessments and closure options 
assessments work. 

Provide high-level outcomes from 
the Section 240 assessment and 
preferred sealing design as 
milestones are reached in 2026. 

Project approvals and 
forward planning - Springvale 

Updates on Springvale Modification 5 
(time extension and residual coal 
extraction using non-subsiding 
methods), the Springvale West 
continuity project, and preparation of 
the Extraction Plan 500 series. 

Notify CCC of scoping report 
lodgement, EPBC referrals and any 
EIS/modification exhibitions; 
continue baseline monitoring and 
consultation. 

Project approvals and care-
and-maintenance - Angus 
Place and Ivanhoe 

Updates on care-and-maintenance 
activities, environmental monitoring 
and rehabilitation planning (including 
audit/open hole sealing and vent fan 
dam rehabilitation). Tracking of Angus 
Place Mod 9, planning for Angus Place 
West, and early scoping for the 
proposed Ivanhoe Rehabilitation 
Project and potential future land uses. 

Notify CCC of key milestones 
(scoping/EPBC/EIS/exhibition); 
continue neighbour updates and 
rehabilitation planning as funding 
and approvals progress. 

CCC membership and 
representation 

Chair managed correspondence, 
meeting administration and 
participation, including observer 
requests. Jenny Lamborn resigned from 
the Committee just prior to the 
December 2025 meeting. 

Maintain focus on community 
representation and recruitment to 
support CCC effectiveness. 

4. Focus for next 12 months: 
Planned activities: 

• Continue quarterly CCC meetings and provide updates across sites. 

• Continue site tours where safe and appropriate. 

• Provide timely briefings on major approvals milestones (scoping reports, EPBC referrals, modification 
reports and any EIS exhibitions). 

• Maintain transparent reporting to the CCC, including early notification of incidents and non-compliances. 

• Strengthen two-way communication with neighbours and stakeholders ahead of public exhibitions. 

• Continue to prioritise community representation and recruitment. 



 

 
The Western Region CCC continues to operate as an effective forum for open, two-way communication 
between Centennial, government stakeholders and community representatives. Across 2025, the Committee 
received regular project and environmental updates, recording and tracking actions, and providing 
opportunities for on-ground understanding through site tours.  

The CCC also welcomed topic-specific briefings from external proponents on projects relevant to local amenity 
and cumulative impacts (e.g., the Banpu BESS presentation). 
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