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Independent Expert Advisory Panels – Conflict of 
Interests Register 

This register of conflicts is specific to the project below. 

 

Project: Bullawah Wind Farm (Independent Expert Advisory 
Panel for Energy Transition) 

Nominees: Threats to objectivity: Action: 

Simon Smith (Convenor) Nil Proceed with appointment 

Alex Cockerill Nil Proceed with appointment 

Daniel Nugent Self-interest, Advocacy (see below) Proceed with appointment 

 

Daniel Nugent 

Daniel Nugent disclosed to the Convenor that he is President of a local Conservation Alliance, which 

is a volunteer-run community-led environmental group that works across the northern plains of 

Victoria. He does not receive any financial benefit from work with this alliance.  

The group is currently consulting with the Proponents of a wind farm project, located in an area 

known to support critical habitat for the Plains-wanderer. The group is advocating for measures to 

mitigate potential negative impacts on the species, including buffer zones between turbines and 

grassland habitat. The project is currently at the stage of scoping for an environmental effects 

assessment. 

The Panel Chair has decided that the threats to objectivity are acceptable and he can therefore 

serve on this Panel, as Daniel's advocacy and community work is all focussed in Victoria.  

Updates After Panel Commencement 

This register is completed upon nomination to a Panel and may be updated if threats to objectivity 

arise during the process. 

No updates have been made since appointment.  
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For further information on threats to objectivity, please see the Independent Expert Advisory Panels 

Conflict of Interests policy, available to download from the Panel website: 

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-08/independent-expert-panels-conflict-

of-interest-policy.pdf. 
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